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PLUNGE INTO A PANORAMA OF EXOTIC 

UNDERWATER ENCHANTMENTS: 
SWIM AMONG SCHOOLS OF ANGELFISH, 
TRACK THE HUNDRED-FOOT DROP OF A MASSIVE WALL, 


SXPLORE IMMENSE GARDENS OF STAGHORN, 





ELKHORN, GIANT BRAIN CORAL, 













AND THE EXTREMELY RARE BLACK CORAL. 





JOURNEY THROUGH AMAZE OF ANCIENT CAVERNS, ALLEYWAYS, AND 


TUNNELS. SPY ON AN OCTOPUS. FOLLOW A SEA TURTLE. 


‘THEN AFTER SUNDOWN, SIT BACK 


aes AN EXQUISITE DINNER BY CANDLELIGHT OVERLOOKING 


THE WAVES. SEEM LIKE PARADISE? 


YOU’RE NOT DREAMING ~ YOU'RE IN PUERTO RICO. 





PUERT© RiC@ 


www.GoToPuertoRico.com~ 1-800-301-1467 
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“WANT IS TO GET BACK TO 





The Gold Delta SkyMiles® Credit Card from American Express 

can get you back on vacation fast. Because you can earn double miles at drugstores, supermarkets, gas 

stations, home improvement stores, the U.S. Postal Service, as well as on wireless phone bills and Delta purchases. 
So you can reach the green before you know it. 


| & 
Earn up to 10,000 bonus miles with your first purchase. | ro ae : 
Call 1 800-SKYMILES to apply. | [aaa 
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Your next vacation Is closer than you think. 


10,000 bonus SkyMiles” will be awarded upon first purchase unless you are upgrading from a Classic Delta SkyMiles Credit Card in which case 5,000 bonus SkyMiles will 
be awarded. Always Double Miles™ offer applies at qualifying stand-alone supermarkets, drugstores, gas stations, home improvement and hardware stores, the U.S. Postal 
Service and on Delta purchases. In each year of Card membership, your points are limited to $60,000 of eligible spending ($100,000 for Gold Delta SkyMiles” Credit 
Cardmembers, unlimited for Platinum Delta SkyMiles’ Credit Cardmembers) not including bonuses. Bonus miles will be posted to your Delta SkyMiles account 8 to 12 weeks 
after the end of each month. All standard Delta SkyMiles program rules and conditions apply. © 2003 American Express. 








~ Discover Digital! 


mrasidemeatcmelaiars-\- me. we t-\-m >> Cm foleleMagar. 
fun and easy alternative to film cameras. 


e Built-in macro mode with clear, 
ukyome(enevieloye mele) semicon WVAn 


e 3.24-mega pixel high resolution for 
quality prints up to 8x10. 

e Connects to Sea & Sea DX strobes 
with a trouble-free fiber optic 
sync cord. 


e Versatile. Sea & Sea’s unique 





underwater allowing the diver to 
ag capture those once in a lifgtime 
macro and wide angle images on the same dive. 


The DX-3000 is also a great land camera for capturing 
all your adventures. With its user-friendly fully auto 
modes, the DX-3000 system can bring point and shoot 
digital imaging to the entire family. 
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accessory lenses can be exchanged | £ 
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www.seaandsea.com 
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These fins got an unexpected vacation 
in the Cancun customs office, 
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How a handful of pencils almost derailed our fin tests. BY BUCK BUTLER 


4#§ T'S THE FREAKING PENCILS!” ScubaLab Director John 

Brumm hissed through my phone. “Theyve got no problem with 

the fins, but I guess there’s some kind of ban on importing pencils.” John had already 

been on the phone to Mexico a dozen times, trying to figure out what was holding up 
the arrival of the equipment he would need to carry out this year’s fin tests. 

Of course, a few glitches are to be 
expected in a project that has as many 
ingredients as a Mexican feast. John 
first had to collect 116 pairs of fins and 
assemble a team of testers. He booked . 
rooms, arranged meals and scheduled i | ( ONLINE ) 
dives. He boxed up fins, speedome- 
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( CONTRIBUTOR ) 


MICHAEL ANGE In this 
month’s advanced diving col- 
umn, Scuba Diving Technical 
Editor Michael Ange walks us 
through the challenge of solo 
dive certification, where 
divers must calmly deal with 
simulated emergencies. It’s all 
about improving safety, but 
Mike admits he enjoys am- 
bushing his students. “That's 
the fun part of the job,” he 
says. “You don’t think | do 

\ this for T-shirts, do you?” j 


ters, waterproof paper—andahandful = [7 What's New at scubadiving.com 


of pencils—and shipped nine crates to 
Mexico. 

When the cr tgs arrived in Can- 
cun, customs Berks examined their 
contents. Fins, no problem. Test 
equipment, no problem. But the pen- 
cils were cause for concern. The ship- 
ment was held up for two weeks, and 
then finally released, arriving in 
Cozumel two days after the testers 
did. When John unpacked the box of 
test equipment, he was happy to find 
that the pencils had arrived safely. 





After you read the fin review in this issue, 
go to www.scubadiving.com to meet the 
team of divers who selflessly spent a 


week in Cozumel conducting fin tests for 


this review. You'll find that the group is 


made up of divers who put their fins on 
one foot at a time, just like you. Find out 
what their favorite local dive spots are, 
and you may find yourself gearing up 
beside one of them on your next dive. To 
read more about our test team, go to 


www.scubadiving.com/meetthefintesters. 
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( LETTERS ) 


YOUR ARTICLE 
ENTITLED “137 Ways 
to Play Under Water” 
(June ’03) reads like a list 
of “137 Things I Never 
Want to Do Under Water.” 
Play underwater rugby? 
Chug a root beer? Listen 
to the radio througha 
snorkel? If you like those, 





I’ve got a few more sugges- 


More Ways to Play 





tions for you: Prepare your taxes under water. Get a root canal under 
water. Visit your mother-in-law under water. 

I dive to escape these kinds of distractions. If I were to write an arti- 
cle about the best things to do under water, it would say: Blow bubbles. 
Experience weightlessness. Swim with fish. Get away from everything 
above water. Randy Shuman, Grand Prairie, Texas 


Piece of Cake 


ON PAGE 8 of your June issue there’s a picture of a shapely woman in a wetsuit. On 
page 77, there's a young hottie in a bikini, tugging the pull string of a dive bag. And then 
on page 80, there’s a picture of the same young lady suggestively holding a regulator just 
in front of her bee-stung lips. I've got no problem with cheesecake, guys, but how about 


a little beefcake to go with it? 








( HOW TO REACH US ) 


We want to know what's on your 
mind. Here are three easy ways 
to tell us: 

E-MAIL: edit@scubadiving.com 
FAX: (912) 351-0735 

MAIL: Editor, Rodale’s Scuba 
Diving, 6600 Abercorn St., Suite 
208, Savannah, GA 31405 
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RODALE’S SCUBA DIVING 


On page 55, I finally found the answer to my prayers—a man in a Speedo! Unfortu- 
nately, he looks like the Pillsbury Dough Boy wearing a blue swim cap. Let me guess: 


Most of your editors are men? Lori 
Sylvester, Bethesda, Md. 


Mistaken Identity 
| WENT TO my local bookstore to 


pick up the latest issue of Rodale’s 
Scuba Diving and couldn't find it 
there. I picked up another magazine 
and didn’t discover until I got home 
that it was your magazine. Wow! I 
have always thought that your maga- 
zine offered the best information in 
diving, and now it’s the best-looking, 
too. Congratulations on your great 
new look. Brian Spilliards, via e-mail 


JULY 2003 











( THE NUMBERS ) 


THE EUROPEAN INFLUENCE 


53% 


Percentage of male divers who 
wear Speedo-style suits under 
their wetsuits. 





A DIP IN PAY 


Ox: 


Percentage of divers who would 
accept less money at their jobs if it 
meant they could dive more. 


BACK TO SCHOOL 


18% 


Percentage of divers who think a 
periodic recertification process 
should be required for divers. 


THE DARK SIDE 


Percentage of divers who wear 
black fins. 


(Source: Surveys of users on www.scubadiving.com) 
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| Tough. Durable. Reliable. When it comes to dive gear, nobody builds it better than Sherwood Scuba. be | 
| 
Foe | 

















SHERWOOD Where Depth of Experience Produces the Height of Innovation. 


SCUBA. wu. SherwoodScuba.com 




















Pivate’s Lady, Sea Explovey, and Morning Stay sail the crystal 
waters of the Bahamas on weekly Aive/cruise adventures. 


$817 per week. Black beard’s 


cruises 


P.O Box 66-1091, Miami, Fil 33266, 
Toll free (800) 327-9600 + (305) 888-1226 + Fax (305) 884-4214, 
http://www. blackbeard-cruises.com * e-mail: ro@blackbeard-cruises.com 


\0OZ feet of Ilweaboava luxuyy... 


.1eaving weekly from Nassau 
to the Exuma Cays. 


Sheawks, gvoupers, painted walls, blue holes and move. 
Nitvox, photo/video lab aboawa. 22 passengers / || cabins. Sea- 
kayaking, fishing, bivAing, beaching...the ultimate escape on your 
own private yacht. 


AQUA CAT 


CRUISES 
P.O. Box 661658 Miami, FL 33266 


Tel: 1-888-327-9600 © 305-888-3002 Fax: 305-885-3323 
email: ro@aquacatcruises.com WWww.aquacaicruises.com 
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Henderson Microprene® is 
an ultra thin neoprene 
that is perfect for tropical 
ar hwtarear beleme a “outers 
When you dive the tropics 
a full body skin may not 
be warm enough, and a 
4mm wetsuit may be too 
warm. Microprene”® pro- 
vides just the right bal- 
ance between warmth, 
flexibility and comfort. 
Micropene® is also per- 
fect as a base layer 
under any wet or dry- 
suit, adding warmth 
without unnecessary 
bulk. 
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Microprene” is 
available in a wide 
- range of styles tai- 

} lored to fit your spe- 
cific dive conditions. 
Check out the full line 
y of Microprene® prod- 
‘ucts at your local 
_/ Henderson retailer. 







301 ORANGE ST. MILLVILLE, NJ 86332 USA - 856-825-4771 - 856-825-6378 FAX 











FISH. 
SPEND LIKE A GUPPY. 


Dive package rates are per person and are based on double occupancy and include air 
transportation. hotel accommodations. diving (w/ tanks & weights). room taxes. and air 
transfers unless noted. 


ROODALE'S 


DIVING 


Publisher DANE B. FARNUM 


Palau 


8 days/ 7 nights from: 


Advertising Director 
Promations Manager 
Production Director 
Classified Ads Manager 


DEBBIE EDWARDS 
SUSAN W. SMITH 
KEVIN R. WHITWORTH 
RHONDA MESSEX 


Big Blue Live-aboard *2899 


8 days on board the Big Blue Live-aboard including all meals and 5 dives daily, 
Valid July 1-August 31. 2003 


Manta Ray Bay Hotel 


8 days at the Manta Ray Bay Hotel, 17 dives. 
Valid July 1-August 37, 2003 


GYcyAtbaatcy | 


Casa Del Mar Cozumel/Dive Palancar-Del Mar Aquatics 
Includes 7th night free, upgrade to Ocean view, 5 days 2-tank boat diving, bkfst. daily. 
Valid July 1 — December 22, 2003 

$1334 


lberostar Cozumel/Dressel Divers 


All Inclusive and 6 days 2-tank boat dives. 
Valid July 1 — December 22. 2003 


Presidente Inter-Continental/Scuba Du 
Includes 6 days 2-tank boat diving, $100 F&B credit, bkfst daily. 
Valid July 1 - December 20. 2003 


Scuba Club Cozumel 
Includes 3 meals daily, 5 days 2-tank boat diving. 
Valid July 1- December 22. 2003 


G esta 124 G qd / days/ 6 nights from: 


Ocotal Beach Resort/Dive Adventure Package *1566 
Includes 4 days diving, Canopy/Hot Springs/Rafting/Bkfst daily. 


Valid July 1- December 15, 2003 


Grand EXchvaaatceae 


‘ Treasure Island Resort/Bob Soto’s Reef Divers 


| Includes 5th night free, 6 days 2-tank boat dives plus unlim. shore diving. 
Valid July 1 - October 27, 2003 


8 days/ 7 nights from: 


*2499 


8 days/ 7 nights from: 


*939 


*1459 


*1296 


8 days/ 7 nights from: 


*1459 


For reservations call 1-800-634-5555 
www.coolvacations.com 


Continental Airlines 


Vaeatio 


Work Hard. 
Fly Right. 


RATE RESTRICTIONS: Rates are per person, double occupancy, and may be restricted to specific flights, dates, days of travel 
and include air transportation, hotel accommodations, diving (w/tanks & weights). Rates are based on travel from Houston Bush 
Intercontinental Airport (+ Airfare originates in Newark. “Palau and Yap airfare originates from Los Angeles, includes airport/hotel 
transfers unless otherwise indicated, airfare from Yap is midweek roundtrip) Rates and taxes are subject to change without notice. 
AVAILABILITY IS LIMITED. Rates do not include U.S. Arrival/Departure Taxes, International Airport Departure Tax, Immigration, 
Customs User Fee, Federal Inspection Fees and APHIS Fees and/or Inspection Fees of up to $160 (*Palau and Yap do not include: 
meals on land, drinks, personal expenses, or air taxes of approximately $160 and Palau dive permit of $35). Individual country 
departure tax not exceeding $25 (USD) per person requires direct payment by passenger. Blackout dates, holiday surcharges and 
other restrictions may apply. Gratuities not included. Tours operated by Caradonna Caribbean Tours (CST# 2063948-40, OST# 
8889217) and Trip-N-Tour Pacific (CST# 2025043-40,OST# 8889209) 
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Channel Thrust Technology 

The choice of most Professional Divers (and all 
fish)! Nature provided our engineers with the 
model for propelling fish and mammals 
through the water. Channel Thrust blades offer 
the most versatile choice to Divers. 


Plana Avanti Quattro 

Still the King of fins. Used by more Instructors than any 
other: Quattro uses an unprecedented 4 flexible Channels 
to effortiessly reproduce the natural action we see in the 
fins of our aquatic friends. Soft, yet powerful enough for 
the most technical of dives, Quattro is the standard by 
which all others are compared. 


MARES 
FINS 

They get 
you there. 























Plana Avanti Tre 


| This blade sports a 3rd channel for maximum 
channelization of water providing a more superior 


power and effort ratio than fins twice its size. 










Maximized water displacement is still 
the best method of overcoming current or 
compensating for buoyancy differentials: 
whether carrying a camera, lifting another Diver, 
or climbing a swim step. 


Plana Avanti X3 

The famous Avanti fin, with an added 3rd 
flexible channel, improving the channelling 
effect for an even faster fin than the original 
Avanti. X3 is offered in an extra small size for 
smaller, narrower feet. 


Plana Avanti Quattro Power 

Our finest Channel Thrust shoe fin. Longer 
blade for more power; this fin is for 
competitive Freediving and Spearfishing. 


www .mares.com 


E-mail: mares@maresdacor.com 
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DIVE OF THE MONTH | 1 HIGH ISLAND 389, GULF OF MEXICO. The steel supports of this natural gas rig off Freeport, Texas, are 


gift-wrapped in a psychedelic coat of invertebrate life. On every leg and crossbeam, garden patches of iridescent blue and 
brilliant red sponges are tended by hogfish, butterflyfish and puffers. 
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High Island 389 


1 This massive natural gas rig, which rises 
410 feet off the Gulf of Mexico seafloor just 
inside the boundary of the Flower Garden 
Banks National Marine Sanctuary, is the 
pride of Texas diving—and for good reason. 
Originally owned by Mobil Oil and installed 
nearly 20 years ago, 389 sports dense con- 
centrations of invertebrates that coat the 
structure in eye-popping colors. Amber- 
jacks, barracudas and horse-eye jacks throng 
the open space inside the steel latticework. 
Make sure you look out to the blue, though, 
because this dive is more than just pretty 
colors. The maze of steel braces is a magnet 
for feisty silky sharks, which show up in 
groups of 50 or more. While youre safely 
inside 389's gigantic cage, the sleek, fast 
sharks cruise outside, on the prowl for tuna. 
Keep your camera handy to capture all the 
action, and make sure you have the skills to 
dive in unpredictable current. 


( PALAU ) 


Ulong Channel 


2 Each morning in Palau, when most boats 
are scrambling from resorts in Koror to be 
first to arrive at world-famous Blue Corner 
45 minutes away, a handful of small boats 
are smartly making a beeline for quieter (and 
closer) Ulong Channel. This site is actually 
three dives in one—wall, shark and drift— 
and encapsulates all that’s cool about Palau. 
On a good day, the big animal action here 
rivals that of more popular sites. Latch onto 
the reef at the lip of the wall with a reef hook 
and watch whitetip reef sharks, snappers, 
trevally and rays cruise the incoming tide 
while you give your fins a break. When you 
get bored with the show, untether yourself 
and catch the drift into the channel, which is 
coated in hard and soft corals, sea fans and 
rolling meadows of cabbage and plate coral 
tended by clouds of squirrelfish, soldierfish 
and glasseyes. Relax, and enjoy the techni- 
color ride. 





F 
2 A Juud of culdierfish seem to defy the swift current that washes ste 


Ulong Channel and propels divers over an- ever-changing reefscape. 
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( CALIFORNIA ) 


Orldstacteta@ous 


3 There’s a reason East Anacapa is sel- * 
dom dived: Northwesterly winds can, ~ * 
make anchoring hazardous here, so dive 

operators look for calmer sites in the 

Channel Islands National Park. When the 

dive boat captain can find a safe mooring, 

this is spectacular diving. A small series of 

wash rocks gives way to miniature walls, 

canyons and ledges packed with life. Sea 

fans grace the rocky substrate, and the ” 
floor of the kelp forest is carpeted with 





purple and red algae, red and white 
anemones, Spanish shawl nudibranchs, 
spiny sea urchins and feathery orange gor- 
gonians. To top it off, the rock-lined ge od 
anchorage at Cathedral Cove is a favorite 
haul-out for sea lions, who often plunge 
ihto the water to play with divers. SD) 
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GET THERE > For information on the operators who can get you to these sites, turn to In Depth on page 96, section 1. 
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Centralized Unidirectional 
bDihydrogen Monoxide Exhaust 
with Manually Activated silicone 
Bidirectional Rear Cranial Adapter 





Masks aren’t plain anymore. Only a decade 
ago, purge masks were built with unex- 
posed, hard-to-reach nose pockets. Ocean 
Master Equalizers now enable divers to clear 
their mask and to equalize with one hand. 
There has never been a more simple system 
for divers. Each mask features high-grade 
silicone that’s used for extreme comfort and 
keeps the mask long-lasting; metal pins that 
strengthen the connection points; and an 
exclusive, easy-to-use quick-adjustment 
strap. Every mask is manually tested for 
leaks so that you’re trouble-free. 

Equalizers are practically indispensible 
on dives where the simultaneous handling 
of computers, gauges and other equipment 
(reels, photographic equipment, etc.) often 
requires two hands. Definitely the right 
purge masks for multi-tasking, Equalizers 
will make your next dive much easier. 

Call 1-800-841-7007 for further informa- 
tion. Ocean Master now builds back-inflat- 
able buoyancy compensators and twin pis- 
ton regulators. Visit your local Ocean Master 
dealer to see also the fine collection of dry 
snorkels, fins and custom-formulated beta 
titanium knives. 
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are availiable to suit your 
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Cayman Brac 


Teele Molalelel-toliMmelile, 
Carib Sands 


Two condominium resorts located 
just minutes from diving and offering 
1-4 bedroom suites. 

866. the-brac 

AWA aaeXele)iii-lelkelonoel it 
info@86éthebrac .com 


Divi Dive and Photo Tiara 
DIWZTete Mia el(-1miavA(-Molalm s)(oxele) al ste \VANYAVo]|F 
a Russian Destroyer, an U/W Grand 
Canyon. Divi Tiara will spoil you. 

1010 ole) BEGY- csi) 

www. diviresorts.com 
reserve@diviresorts .com 


Brac Reef Beach Resort 
See the best of Cayman's walls, 
reefs and wrecks. The ultimate dive 
Wrelerelifelamelare melon Zclal tine? 
800.594.0843 

WAWAWAKS\s1Rs\e Saterel i 
bestdiving@reefseas.com 


Ca SITA 


CAYMAN BR Ac 
LITTLE CAY ‘MAN 
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Co See Little Cayman 


Paradise Villas, 
Little Cayman 


Come and see why Rodales readers 

rated us the best combination of Dive 

ry — Operator and Dive Resort Jan/Feb ‘03). 
iis Ne 877. 322.9626 
www. paradisevillas .com 


iggy@candw. ky 


Conch Club Townhomes 
Little Cayman's most luxurious address. 
Fully-equipped, two story townhomes 
with an abundance of amenities. 

800 327.3835 

www. reefseas .com 
bestdiving@reefseas .com 


Little Cayman Beach Resort 
PN Wrelko Mm aiilallive maSrolemelalemelhi= 
operation. One of the Caribbean's 

ire} ence) (Yoel i-Mel-cailare olay 

800 .327.3835 

www. reefseas .com 

: bestdiving@reefseas .com 





OU Southern Cross Club 
11 Oceanfront bungalows, 850 feet 

a CL. ads of white sandy beach, blue-hued water 
ee ie “4 2 aR } and you. It doesn’t get any better! 
ie , sea ae 800.899.2582 


e WA ESoltlia(-lastecescreltlemeelit 


) relax@southerncrossclub.com 
the SSt-ter Vhasade | 





Cayman Airways 

Warm, friendly, Caymanian 
hospitality and direct service from 
Houston, Tampa and Miami to 
Grand Cayman and Cayman Brac. 
800.G CAYMAN 
www.caymanairways .com 
calsales@caymanairways.net 


Scuttled off Cayman Brac in 1996, the 330-foot Russian frigate MV Captain Keith Tibbets, the 
only diveable Russian warship in the Western Hemisphere, has quickly become one of the nN 


world’s most eagerly anticipated wreck dives. Together with the dramatic walls and vibrant reefs C AYMAN 
surrounding Cayman Brac and Little Cayman, this impressive site is just one more reason why, 


| 
if you haven’t been diving in the Sister Islands, brother, you haven't been diving. To plan your ISLAND ‘ \ 
perfect Sister Islands dive vacation, just call 1.877.4 CAYMAN or visit www.divecayman.ky. Grand Cayman + Cayman Brae © Little Cayman 























Sculptor Kemal Tufan_describes the work as “a resistance 
against the wild system in the world. We just see a shark. 
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( ART ) 


Hammer Time 


Putting the “underwater” in 
underwater sculpture. 


When Turkish artist Kemal Tufan decided to 
craft an underwater sculpture, he took the 
concept of “underwater” to heart. Rather 
than chisel this nine-foot shark in a tradition- 
al studio, Tufan sank a 3,700-pound block of 
marble in the Mediterranean off Kas, Turkey, 
and plunged in, chisel and hammer in hand. 

“The process was the most important 
part. It was a performance,” says Tufan. 
“That's why | moved my studio under water.” 

Working into the night for a total of 13 
days, Tufan finished what may be the only 
underwater sculpture actually sculpted under 
water. The effort required 2,525 minutes of 
bottom time and 46 tanks of air. “Sometimes 
| was changing the tanks under water to work 
nonstop,” he says. 

You'll find the shark in just 26 feet of 
water off Giivercin Island, a popular dive site 
20 minutes from the Kas harbor. “It was very 
hard to work under water, but it was part of 
the project,” says Tufan. “The darkness just 


made things more exciting.” 


Proportion of 
adults who sup- 
port designating 
more coral reefs 
“protected areas.” 
Only 10 percent 
opposed the idea. 
Source: Survey of 
1,000 American adults 
conducted for the Coral 
Reef Foundation. 
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( NEW TOY ) 





PLAY THAT 
FUNKY MUSIC, 
DIVE BOY 


An MP3 player to rock 
your underwater world. 


Imagine diving Truk Lagoon 
accompanied by Bach's “Toc- 
cata & Fugue in D Minor.” Or 
drift diving Palancar with the 
Rolling Stones’ “Gimme Shel- 
ter.” Or, if you just dig para- 
noia, how about the 
soundtrack to Jaws? 

It's possible, and in stereo 
no less, with the Aquadio4, 
an MP3 player complete with 
a waterproof housing and 
earphones rated to 200 feet. 
Download your tunes through 
a USB interface, clip the ear- 
phones to your mask strap, 
and you're ready to rock. 
Price: $399. Contact: Diver 
Entertainment Systems, (760) 
591-7811, web: www.desdiv- 
er.com —JOHN BRUMM 





You'll be jammin’ with the Aquadio4. 
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Sunken Treasure 


This tunicate could 
save your life. 


something put 
together c 
cocktail 


been found to slow or halt the progression of —JIMMY ATKINSON, FOUNDER OF "TOYS*FOR 


ET-743 is not a particularly catchy name, 


but it could become a joyous household 





word. Derived from tunicates, the drug has 


advanced sarcomas—malignant tumors that grow in muscles, bones and CHILDREN,” ON THE 7,400 CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


; : DISTRIBUTED BY DIVERS TO NEEDY KIDS 
fatty tissues. Researchers are currently testing the drug on patients with 


IN HONDURAS, COSTA RICA AND THE 
advanced breast, colon, ovarian and lung cancer. —KEN MCALPINE TURKS & CAICOS ISLANDS. 
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Experience Belize and save $100 with 
LIS Airways Vacations. Enjoy US Airways*® jet service to Belize with 


convenient connections throughout the East Coast and save $100 per reservation for stays of five 
nights or longer on a US Airways Vacations package to Belize. Book an air/hotel vacation by 
August 31, 2003 for travel through October 31, 2003 and use promotional code BZE04101. 
Contact your travel consultant, call US Airways Vacations* = 1S AIRWAYS 


at 1-800-352-8747 or visit us online at usairwaysvacations.com. 
Or, for flight reservations, call 1-800-622-1015. 





For more information on Belize, call 1-800-624-0686 
or visit our website: www.travelbelize.org 
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( MEDIA ) 


Game On 


Grab your controller and dive. 


Tap your dive experience and show 
Junior who's boss in the PlayStation 2 
game “Everblue 2.” The objective: 
Guide a digital diver in the hunt for 
killer underwater photos and sunken 
treasure. At the advanced levels, he'll 
be chum in the face of sharks, deadly 
currents and dangerous wreck penetra- 
tions. Price: $39.99. Contact: www.cap- 
com.com. JUSTIN HALL 


ion 
iversity 


and abundance of fish on reefs in the U.S., Cana- 
da (British Columbia), Mexico (Gulf of California) 


Counting Fins Sign up for the 2003 Great 

Annual Fish Count and you'll have an ironclad 
very July, the Reef Environmental Educat 

Foundation (REEF) hosts free fish ID seminars, 

then organizes survey dives to count the d 

and throughout the Caribbean. For a complete 


( VOLUNTEER ) 


excuse to knock off for a few days and go diving. 
E 


listing of events, visit www.fishcount.org. 


( susTIN ) 


You Sexy Thing 


Suck your gut in a little tighter next time you slip into a 
wetsuit. A survey of 2,200 singles on Match.com rates 
scuba as the second “sexiest vacation activity.” Beach 
volleyball was number one. Water skiing was number 
three. Based on the survey, the online dating site is now 
organizing scuba-themed events, says Kathleen Roldan, 
director of dating. -SCOTT D. JONES 





( PROTECTION ) 


SHELL GAME 


Changing centuries-old traditions in Palau to save turtles. 





In the western Pacific country of Palau, alarm over the steady decline in nesting hawks- 
bill turtles has led to a new conservation strategy involving old cultural traditions. 

For centuries, jewelry and ceremonial bowls called toluk, all made from turtle 
shells, conveyed wealth and social status among community matriarchs. So the 
Palau Conservation Society launched a campaign to make women the chief advo- 
cates for sea turtle protection. “We hope that by influencing the decisions women 
make about food, toluk and jewelry, that sea turtle populations will remain viable 
and healthy in Palau,” says coordinator Elizabeth Matthews. 

Palau already restricts the harvest of both hawksbill and green turtles during 
peak mating seasons (June to August and December to January) and bans the col- 
lection of turtle eggs. —LANCE LEONHARDT 
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Come down for 









some fish and ships. 
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3 The Lower Keys 


fla-keys.com/diving 


Florida Keys Dive Center “Since 1983” 
Warm Water, Colorful Fish, Living Coral 
PADI 5-Star Resort: Dive/Lodge pkgs from $89/p.p. 
$25 Off 2-day Advance Course 305-852-4599 
800-433-8946 floridakeysdivectr.com 


It’s A Dive 
Key Largo & Islamorada Locations 
Dive, Snorkel, Parasailing, & Fun 
Dive & Stay Packages Available 
800-809-9881 itsadive.com 


Paradise Charters Dive Center 
Free Dive Guide on all Trips 
Including Spiegel Grove & Duane 
Training for all Agencies 
800-921-5549 paradisecharters.net 





Capt. Hook’s Marina & Dive Center 
Dive/Fish/Lodging Packages Available 
Wreck, Reef, & Night Dives 
PADI 5-Star Dive Center 
800-278-4665 captainhooks.com 


Holiday Isle Dive Shop 
Dive packages/Scuba Instruction 
Scuba & Snorkeling trips twice daily 
Dive with us at “The One Isle that has it All” 
800-327-7070 diveholidayisle.com 


Kelly’s on the Bay/Aqua Nut Divers 
Bayfront Rooms & Full Dive Service 
Two 42’ Custom Dive Boats on Property 
PADI Gold Palm Resort, Ecotours 
800-226-0415 aqua-nuts.com 











CSFISH: ID. 


What's This? The 


clue to this fish’s com- 
mon name is as plain as 
the fleshy growths on 
its face. Some people 
think the large one 
looks like a native 
American headdress. 
Linguine-spined, 
this fish curls its eel- 
FU Com etorenvmbelsy(e(s 
sponges and reef 
crevices, where it uses 
mottled brown to yel- 
low coloring to blend 
in. You'll find it at 
depths from five feet 
Kons OLOB amd snneletcd se 
out arange that 
includes northern 
California and the 
Bering Sea. SO) 
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Decorated warbonnet (Chirolophis decoratus). 
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How to tell two species 
apart. This month: Two 
heavenly angels. 








Of all the fish in the 
sea, few are as strik- 
ing as the queen 
angelfish, Holacan- 
thus ciliaris. The pie- 
sized beauty is a common 
resident of tropical eastern 

Atlantic reefs from Bermuda to 
Brazil, including those in Florida, | 
the Caribbean and the Bahamas. | 


But divers exploring the reefs of | 


NIMROD EXPLORER 


Great Barrier Reef 
& Coral Sea 
Cairns, Australia 
@,, . Diving expeditions from 
“*5" Ato 10 days for up to 
18 guests, from Cairns 


to Cooktown and 
the Far North. 


www.explorerventures.com 


mel Mnlaliogaaclf@amersiit 
1-800-322-3577 
Outside US/Canada call 1-903-887-8521 
Or Fax 1-903-887-8526 
e-mail: rsdinfo@explorerventures.com 





Bermuda, Florida and the east- 
ern Bahamas are sometimes 


confused when they 


canthus bermudensis. 
When you compare sim- 
ilar-looking species such as the 
queen angelfish and the blue 
angelfish in field guides, it's easy 
enough to note marked differ- 


ences. But when you’re under 


















encounter a second 
angelfish of similar 
size, color and 
shape known as the 


blue angelfish, Hola- 





QUEEN ANGELFISH 








TURKS & CAICOS EXPLORER CARIBBEAN EXPLORER I! 


Providenciales 

Turks & Caicos Islands 
Beginning in the fall of 2003, Jurks & 
Caicos Explorer will begin service in 
the world-renowned Turks & Caicos 

Islands, with departures each 

Saturday to Provo's North Wall, West 

Caicos, and French Cay. 


,! 


TURES 


Unique Dive Experiences. Exceptional Value. 


Saba - Statia - St. Kitts 
Wreleditactitaulmerlelijiasts 


7 day diving expeditions : “1. —on 


for up to 18 guests, § 

departing alternately james. 

each Saturday from sa. “at 
St. Maarten or St, Kitts. oe 


Repeat 
guests save 
on all 2003 
departures! 








i 


| 

| 

| 

| 
water, it’s easy to forget the 
subtle distinctions between 
species. That’s why savvy fish- | 
watchers often use memory | 
cues to help remember fish 
names and lessen confusion 
between similar species. 
These memorable tid- 
bits of information 
link a species’ 
common name to 
its most distinc- 
tive feature. 

For example, a 
quick glance at the 
queen angelfish reveals a dark 
blue spot speckled and 


| 
ringed with neon blue on its 
forehead. You won't find this 

| 


feature on the blue angelfish. 


PHOTOS COURTESY OF NEW WORLD PUBLICATIONS; WWW.FISHID.COM 


Think of this unique feature as 













Cc 
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the queen's crown, and voila, BLUE 
the correct identification of 
the queen angelfish will be 
yours for life. The blue 
angelfish’s memory cue is 
even easier to remember 
because the species’ com- 
mon name bears its 
most distinctive 
feature—an 
almost complete- 
ly blue body and 
fins. Simple 
enough, right? Now 
all you have to do is 
commit to memory nearly 400 
more fish names and you'll be 
ready for your next Caribbean 
dive vacation. gi) 
—PAUL HUMANN 


AND NED DELOACH 





U R R E N T S 


Ce oe 


Just pack up and go. There’s a whole world filled with exotic places and wonders to explore— and AKONA’s got 
the gear bags that can handle any adventure. Built to last with tough materials and YKK corrosion-proof zippers. 
Specifically designed to handle all types of gear — dry, wet, dripping — doesn’t matter. 


Look around any dive destination. You'll see more AKONA gear bags than any other brand. They’re the best selling, just 


because they’re the best. Rugged, versatile, indestructible. 


Come on. Grab your gear. The world is waiting. 


ROLLER BAGS - BACKPACKS - DUFFEL BAGS - MESH BAGS - DAY PACKS . ADVENTURE BACKPACKS - REGULATOR BAGS - WEIGHT BAGS . CAMERA BAGS . SNORKEL BACKPACKS . PONY BAGS . MASK BAGS - DRY BAGS 





ADVERTISEMENT 


RODALE'S \ 
SCUBA \ 
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Look for this when 
you buy scuba gear. 


Rodale’s Scuba Diving salutes manufacturers that have earned Testers’ Choice awards. The 
MIE Toi tom ey-k-{-1e me] amdal-meolalhvmmlace(-) ol-1alei-lalmexe)aaley-la-lihvc-Ma(ct-J eave maal-) mm elaele lO let-t-ma-)el-y-1r-]e](=) 
d--10 1) fH 1-1 [o)! Eee ) ao) Mo) Lo) ta[- Me) mele | mr-(ehd-1 ai l-1-1e-Mn alo mal-hVi-m elgeleleloit-miamel(-yaaleletiiola 

that earned the Testers’ Choice Distinction in 2002/2003. 




















GENESI Ss GY SHERWOOD | 

SCUBA. | 

Athena BC hee | 

VI | 

AKB612 regulator backpack prenient Pee Freedom BC y 
React computer 

Luna BC i 

AQUA Q LUNG Wisdom computer \ 
Legend LX regulator j 
-HENDERSONUSA.COM m : 

3mm Gold Core Gripper gloves SUUNTO 

ES rgadbalag Ae sige i — Stinger computer ; 

Microprene 1mm jumpsuit j 
Elite BC it 
Darwin computer ; E 
Mystere mask madres : 

, . water 
Tiger fins Ariel BC 
M1 computer IQ-600 computer 
MR12 Axis regulator TM-7000Q Imprex mask 
Volo fins Xpert Zoom fins 
Aurora BC GC 


BCS jacket OCEANIC 
CNSE drysuit Datamax Pro Plus 2 t 
TLSSE drysuit ee 


Nexus Shell drysuit 
Weight & Trim System Flex QLR BC 


Choice” icon when making equipment purchases. 
Ask your local dive shop for “Testers’ Choice” products. Let them know you want the best. 
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We encourage divers everywhere to look for the “Testers’ C 











Rye e a ie uw D E: A father and daughter find all the 


ie 


' world they need on Belize’s most 


i. ‘tg ms We popular caye. BY JAY HEINRICHS 
m yereTis® 
Y DAUGHTER 
NO V ie west € Te: Mi. I are having 


oN a, : an argument. All the signs in the uni- 
> Pa verse are telling us to snorkel, but 
Dorothy wants to study. It’s two hours 

before our next dive, were sitting in 

comfortable chaises on a tropical beach, 

and I’m watching the surf break on the 

hemisphere’s second longest reef, just a 

quarter mile away. From the corner of 


NORBERT WU/NORBERT WU PRODUCTIONS 
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BEL hae 


my eye, I can see the resort's sit-on-top 
kayaks. They seem to beckon. 

I'm a reasonable man. 

“Tl give you a choice,” I say. “Snorkel, 
or close your eyes and relax.” 

“No, she says mildly, shifting an 
impossibly thick study guide for an 
advanced placement exam in environmen- 
tal science. Dorothy, who starts college in 
the fall, apparently doesn’t see the irony in 
immersing herself in a book on the environ- 
ment while generous numbers of barracuda 
and stingrays swim by, almost literally 
under our noses. 

My parental authority is being chal- 


ON) tae 
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lenged here, but Dorothy has the moral 
upper hand. It’s our third day on Belize’s 
Ambergris Caye, and weve taken full 
advantage of one of the most compact 
places for a vacation. Although we haven't 
left our pretty little resort, Journey's End, 
we ve done more things than you could do 
within an hour's drive of most places: 

> Dorothy has made her referral dives 
through the operation located on the prem- 
ises of the resort, and proudly earned her 
certification. One of them was in Mata Cut, 
where we swam through dramatic coral for- 
mations swarming with sergeant majors. 


> I've had a healthy number of Belikins, 


aa site i , of \; iy i 
Beyond Belize’s immense barrier reef lie the:€6untry’s atolls, / 
including Lighthouse Reef, easternmost of the three. 


JULY 2003 


Belize’s beer, plus a few pifia coladas spiked 
with One Barrel, Belize’s excellent rum. 

> Dorothy has stood on the roof of the staff 
buildings and watched crocodiles in the 
lagoon behind the resort. 

> I have canoed solo for five miles through 
that same lagoon, which swarmed with 
bonefish. Fishermen should be clamoring to 
get to this place, but I didn’t see a soul. 

> We have raced through four novels 
between the two of us. 

~ We have dived in Hol Chan Marine 
Reserve, home of the popular and aptly 
named Shark-Ray Alley, at night, during the 


full moon, in muscular current. 








> We have walked for some miles along a 


mostly undeveloped beach, seeing many 
signs offering cheap real estate. 

> We have sat for an hour and a half at a 
dining table on the edge of a deck over the 
beach, smearing huevos rancheros on our 
plates to attract flies for the lizard hunt. 
(People will tell you that Ambergris is the 
kind of time-free place where type-A peo- 
ple find themselves staring for more than an 
hour at a lizard. It’s entirely true.) 

> And we have already kayaked out to the 
reef, tied to a mooring, and snorkeled 
among stingrays and spiny lobsters and 
eels. The coral here almost breaks the 


= es Sites along Belize’s vast reef offer bathtub- 
warmawater and boatigads.of fish. 





> 
= BEYOND AMBERGRIS: BELIZE'S ATOLLS 
ul 
z 
<0 Three large atolls—Turneffe, Lighthouse and Glovers—are three of the only four atolls in the entire western hemisphere and loom 30 to 60 
ru miles off Belize’s eastern horizon. They are completely devoid of urban development and are the stuff that “no phones, no lights, no 
09 motorcars” dreams are made of. If you want to sample their pleasures, you've got three choices: spend a week on a live-aboard (the 
Ow Belize Aggressor III, Peter Hughes’ Sun Dancer Il and Nekton Pilot, which transfers here in winter from the Bahamas), stay in one of the 
| Se atoll-based resorts (Blackbird Caye, Turneffe Flats, Turneffe Island Lodge and others) or visit with a land-based operator from the mainland 
wz (several in Ambergris, in the northern cayes and the southern resorts make the journey) on an all-day trip. 
Ur DIVE OPPORTUNITIES: Some of the Caribbean’s wildest dives happen here, at sites like The Elbow—reminiscent of pelagic- 
Se heavy Pacific sites—a drop-off where currents, schools of jacks and divers all come together. The 412-foot-deep Blue Hole is cool (espe- 
ay cially since operators started chumming it for sharks), but don’t miss nearby Half Moon Caye, where the walls are riddled with tunnels and 


«* swim-throughs, and barrel sponges and grouper are fat and happy. Southernmost Glovers Reef gets the fewest divers but hoards the rich- 
2 @s, more than 50 miles of coral reefs and walls. 
Sa DON’T-MISS FAMILY OUTING: This is flyfishing heaven—cast for bonefish, permit and tarpon in the shallows. if you don’t fish, 


Qn you can kayak the mangrove channels instead. 
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While diving Lighttiiouse Reef you may get to say 
hello to Honey, a.sdcial bottlenose dolphin. 














water's surface, and we snorkeled carefully 
through the mazes. 

And that was in just three days, without 
leaving the resort. Dorothy should have 
been studying for her exam already, but I 
have talked her out of it each time she tries. 
OK, I'm a terrible influence on her. So, I let 
her study and walk off to chat with the bar- 


tender in the large, shady outdoor bar. 

You meet a great mix of people on 
Ambergris. Belize touts itself as the only 
English-speaking country in Central Amer- 
ica, and it seems as though every native 
speaks it. But Spanish is their first lan- 
guage, and the food has a deep Mexican 
influence. Many of the guests we meet are 
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world’s only jaguar preserve. 


BEYOND AMBERGRIS: 
SOUTHERN BELIZE 


For decades, most divers arriving in Belize would immediately 
depart Belize City for Ambergris and points north. Lately, many 
are heading south, to resorts near the towns of Dangriga, Hop- 
kins, Stann Creek and Placencia. Though farther from the barrier 
reef—about an hour-long boat ride, in most cases—the resorts in 
southern Belize have the reef to themselves, and you've got 
about as good a chance of seeing a whale shark as you do anoth- 
er resort's dive boat. 

DIVE OPPORTUNITIES: Laughing Bird Caye is a relatively 
popular lunch and snorkel spot for day-trippers, but you'll be one of 
the few divers on its colorful and sublime faro reef system at sites 
like Brian’s Drop-off and Lobster Gardens. Seal Caye and Hunting 
Caye are among the sites in the Sapodilla Cayes, 25 miles east of 
Punta Gorda in the extreme south, where divers are rare, and big 
marlin, wahoo, tuna and grouper are common. 

DON’T-MISS FAMILY OUTING: Put on your pith hel- 
met—the Cockscomb Wildlife Sanctuary just west of Hopkins is the 


Americans, but a good third are from other 
Latin American countries, especially 
Guatemala and Mexico. There is no better 
place on earth than a bar in Belize to 
attempt to revive three years of dormant 
high school Spanish. Intending to order a 
virgin pifia colada, I somehow end up with 
a fruit drink aggressively spiked with rum. 
The bartender looks hurt when I leave 
without touching it and run to the dock. 
Dorothy is there already. This time Steve, 
the shop's divemaster, is taking us to Tack- 
le Box Canyons. 

Steve looks everything you would hope 
for in a modern-day pirate: raggedy cutoff 
Boston Red Sox shirt, enormous earrings, 
and a mouth full of gold teeth that glitter 
when he smiles, which is often. His outfit 
seems to be the island’s standard predive 
attire. Nearly everyone we meet, from the 
waiters to the water taxi drivers, are divers, 
and, unless they are in uniform, they make 
an honest attempt to dress down. 

The Journey's End divemasters like to 
use sardines as chum, and Steve takes a 
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generous amount for our dive, attracting 
even more sergeant majors than we ve seen 
before. He leads us down through deep reef 
canyons, where we peer into crevices for 
lobsters and eels. Dorothy practices swim- 
ming upside down. I never knew that 
someone could smile so widely through a 
regulator. “Isn't diving relaxin?” Steve says 
when were back on the boat. 

Having behaved virtuously on our third 
day, Dorothy is ready to move on our 
fourth day. She wants to catch the action in 
San Pedro. The action, as it turns out, isn't 
in town. “You like to go fast?” asks the cap- 
tain of the little water taxi that meets us at 
the Journey's End dock. 

Well, sure. 

He yanks the stick back and we roar 
down the coast, getting soaked, watching 
the blur of the coast, tearing by the 
thatched huts of one of the resorts where 
“Temptation Island” was filmed, and get- 


ting deposited at San Pedro, where lazy 
barracudas take the shade. 

The barracudas have the local vibe 
down pat. There's a certain bustle to the 
town—the three dirt streets are crowded 
with electric carts, the island’s favored form 
of land transport—but you wouldn't go to 
Ambergris for the nightlife. We have lunch 
at Fido’s (“Pronounced Feedo’s,”’ the wait- 
ers T-shirts say), an open-air restaurant 
with a giant thatched roof and a pair of 
Belizean folk singers. Next to the restau- 
rant is an art shop run by a pleasant 
Englishwoman. We buy the req- 
uisite souvenirs, and take a 
water taxi back to Journey's 
End. We've had enough to 
do without going any- 
where else. 

More than enough: 
We dont get the chance 


to dive Blue Hole, 


Tiny Belize offers a.continent's worth of natural adventures, from 
Ue ee ditemelnietivemtstactecl mur iarelsoticmeemesitisiire miu meld ee Molly] 
jaguar preserve at the Cockscomb Wildlife Sanctuary (above). 
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Belize’s most famous dive. Nor do we visit 
the Mayan ruins at Altun Ha, or tube 
through a cave on the mainland. As we 
board a little Tropic Air for the 15-minute 
flight back to Belize City after five days at 
Journey's End, it occurs to me that I can't 
account for all the time we have wasted. 
Which, come to think of it, makes it the 


@ 


perfect vacation. 
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DIVE OCEAN PINNACLES. These twin spires in Carmel Bay are two of the 


best boat dives in the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary. Covered in lush 
kelp and thick invertebrate life, the shoreward pinnacle rises from 100 feet to within 15 
feet of the surface. The seaward pinnacle plateaus raggedly 45 to 70 feet below the sur- 


face, and then drops sharply to more than 120 feet. You may see a whale or two as they 


pass by on their annual journey to Mexico. 


2? VISIT THE MONASTERY. It’s 

a short walk from Hwy. 1 in Carmel 
to great shore diving off Monastery 
Beach. The south side has a calm patch 
reef. The north side allows you access to 
Monterey Submarine Canyon. 


GO DIGITAL. Three local com- 
panies—Optiquatics, Backscatter 
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and Light & Motion—offer two-day 
digital photo workshops from the Mon- 
terey Breakwater beach. 


DIVE DRY. Explore the Mon- 

terey Bay Aquarium. Among the 
highlights: a living kelp forest exhibit 
and a one-million-gallon tank that is 
home to sharks, tuna and turtles. 
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WALK THE STREET. Cannery 


Row, one of America’s most 
famous streets, has shops, restaurants, 


late-night music and a microbrewery. 


TAKE THE GRAND TOUR. 
6 17-Mile Drive is a dramatic stretch 
of road where youll see basking seals 
and enormous stands of redwoods. 


GET SOME SOLE. At funky 

Monterey’ Fish House, you can 
order locally caught petrole sole grilled 
or sauteed. 


DIVE PEBBLE PEACH. The 
8 unforgiving sixth hole of the 
famous golf course runs along the banks 
of Stillwater Cove, which is also a decent 
place to dive. The shallow cove offers 
calm water, healthy kelp and the occa- 
sional golf ball souvenir. 


MAKE RESERVATIONS FOR 


TWO. Point Lobos State Reserve - 


is home to some of California's sweetest 
shore diving, but access is limited to just 


15 buddy teams a day. 

1 O SPY A WHALE. Sign up 
for a whale-watching tour to 

see humpback and blue whales feeding 

on large schools of fish and krill in the 

Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctu- 

ary year-round. SO) 


aay ore > more informa- 
tion on Monterey, 


turn to In Depth, page 98, section 3. 
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Cozumel’s.Pg 


Scores are in on the operators and resorts in Mexico's dive capital. 


ad INEXPENSIVE AND EASY Caribbean drift diving — 
is it any wonder why Cozumel is the most visited destination in 
diving year after year? The crown jewel of Mexico's dive destinations offers a prolifera- 
tion of dive shops large and small and accommodations to suit any taste and budget. 





Aqua Safari 


TEL: (011) 52-987-87-20101 
WEB: www.aquasafari.com 
90.5 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS said 


aT 





GRAND CAYMAN, EAST END 
Cayman Diving 
Lodge 

THE DEAL: Take your 

kids aged 12 to 17 and 
Cayman Diving Lodge will do 
their check-out dives or full cer- 
tifications for free. Offer is 
valid through Sept. 5, one child 


per certified diving parent or 


they would dive with this operator again. 
READERS SAY: S.S., Tampa, Fla.: “A great 
team. We took the fast boat and were the 
only ones out there.” March '03. M.W., 
Bryan, Texas: “Small boat with shaded cabin, 
drinking water and small snack provided 
... Shop was well-equipped, provided stor- 
age space for gear and had an efficient 
staff.” Jan. ‘03. 


restrictions and exclusions 


JULY 2003 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


guardian on full package; kids 


stay at nondiver rate. Certain 


included and this special can- 
not be combined with any 
other discounts (see the web 
site for information on the 10 
percent discount on current 


summer and fall packages). (tel 











( SCORES ) 
Overall A. Staff A+. 
Boats & Facilities A. Value A+. 


Del Mar Aquatics 


TEL: (011) 52-987-87-21900 

WEB: www.delmaraquatics.net 

100 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS said 
they would dive with this operator again. 
READERS SAY: G.S., Isanti, Minn.: “The staff 
and instructors were fun, patient and knowl- 
edgeable. The whole experience was a total 
pleasure.” Jan. ‘03. L.P, Laguna Niguel, Calif.: 














800-852-3483, e-mail 
info@divecdl.com, web 
divelodge.com) 


apply: PADI materials are not 


COZUMEL, MEXICO 
Condumel 
THE DEAL: Condumel 
2 offers condominium-style 
lodging on the beach just two 
miles north of San Miguel. Each 
{continued on p. 42 ) 
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° Worldwide emergency 


_ evacuation and medical 
ome 









staffed fi itm by dive 
medical professionals, — 
365 days a year. 


© Dive Accident Insurance. — 
© ° Diving and Underwater 





-e Term Life Insurance. 


© Alert Diver, DAN’s 
award-winning magazine. 


© Your Dive Safety Association 
for more than 20 years. 


More Than Just Dive 
7 Ved (e(almlakieleclale= 


+ 


-877-595-0625 


www. DiversAlertNetwork.org 


Divers Alert Network is a 501(c)(3) 
ate) ats ©) ce iime)cer-lalr4- lie) aie: tryelei[-1icle muita) 
Duke University Health Systems. 








READER RATINGS 


“| would use them again. They have fast 
boats and are a good value, although 
that value means crowded, at times.” 
Nov. ‘02. 

( scores ) 

Overall B+. Staff A. 

Boats & Facilities B. Value B-. 


Dive Palancar 


TEL: (011) 52-987-87-29770 

WEB: www.divepalancarcozumel.com 
93.1 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS said 
they would dive with this operator again. 
READERS SAY: S.L., Carson City, Nev.: 
“| liked the short boat rides—3 to 10 
minutes for most locations.” Dec. ‘02. 
N.S., Lisbon, Ohio: “Our divemasters 
were the best. They were very aware 
of their groups and the safety of all con- 
cerned. At the same time, the dive- 
masters made sure we all had a 
wonderful time.” Feb. ‘03. 

( sCORES ) 

Overall A-. Staff A. 

Boats & Facilities B+. Value B+. 


Dive Paradise 


TEL: (800) 308-5125, (011) 52-987-87- 
21007 
WEB: www.diveparadise.com 
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(continued from p. 47) 


84.6 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS said 
they would dive with this operator again. 
READERS SAY: B.E., Waterloo, 
Ontario: “The operator paid close 
attention to the preservation of reefs.” 
Feb. ‘03. R.G., South Deerfield, Mass.: 
“They let me and my dive buddy do 
extended bottom times because they 
were familiar with us.” March ‘03. 

( scorREs ) 

Overall B+. Staff A-. 

Boats and Facilities B-. Value B+. 


Dive With Martin 


TEL: (800) 897-5553, (011) 52-987-87- 
22610 

WEB: www.divewithmartin.com 

95 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS said 
they would dive with this operator again. 
READERS SAY: O.B., Green Oaks, Ill.: 
“Great service. Boats are just the right 
size to be able to offer individual atten- 
tion to small parties.” Dec. ‘02. L.C., 
Madison, Wis.: "First, before we even 
got there, the e-mail enthusiasm was 
abundant. We got a quick confirmation 
from their web site. Once on the island, 
the shop came and picked us up at our 
pier.” Feb. ‘03. 

( sCORES ) 

Overall A. Staff A+. 

Boats & Facilities A-. Value A+. 


mini-suite includes a complete kitchen, bedroom, sitting area, hammock, full 


bath, air-conditioning, ceiling fans and balcony overlooking the Caribbean. Daily 
maid service provided. RATES: 3 nights, 2 days boat diving, $273/diver, 
$163/nondiver; 4 nights, 3 days boat diving, $382/diver, $217/nondiver; 5 nights, 


4 days boat diving, $492/diver, $272/nondiver; 6 nights, 5 days boat diving, 
$601/diver, $326/nondiver; 7 nights, 6 days boat diving, $710/diver, $380/nondiv- 
er. With a 7-night stay or more, Island Dreams will stock your kitchen with one 


case of soda, one case of beer and one liter of local rum, free. Mention Rodale’s 


Scuba Diving and take $30 off the airfare to Cozumel, per person. Offer valid 


(continued on p. 44) 

















Sand Dollar Sports 


TEL: (888) 737-6399, (011) 52-987-87- 
26157 

WEB: www.sanddollarsports.com 
93.8 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS said 
they would dive with this operator again. 
READERS SAY: D.C., Herndon, Va.: 
“These guys were very good at going 
through the predive instructions and 
discussions. They split our group into 
two groups of six divers and they had 
a divemaster with each group.” Nov. 
‘02. R.A., Austin, Texas: “Our divemas- 
ter was first-rate. My only complaint is 
the long walk from the dive shop to the 
boat.” Nov. ‘02. 

( scores ) 

Overall A. Staff A. 

Boats & Facilities B. Value B+. 


Scuba-Du 


TEL: (011) 52-987-87-29505 

WEB: www.scubadu.com 

81.5 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS said 
they would dive with this operator again. 
READERS SAY: J.S., Raleigh, N.C.: “The 
staff cared about customer satisfaction 
and made sure | was comfortable with 
the equipment before | took my first 
dive.” Feb. ‘03. T.T., St. Paul, Minn.: 
“Awesome operator. Very safe. | would 
let my 12-year-old daughter dive with 
Scuba-Du.” March ‘03. 

( scores ) 

Overall A. Staff A. 

Boats & Facilities A. Value A. 





Brisas Cozumel 


TEL: (800) 53-SUITE, (877) 454-4355, 
(011) 52-987-87-22811 


opport to learn the proper . 
_ capturing images of sharks in the open ocean. Get _ 
_ expert coaching and hands-on experience from master 


OPEN TO 
ALL SKILL 
LEVELS 


oh ae lag 


‘ 


of underwater photography, Stephen Frink. | 
Lots of fun and prizes. : j 
Package Prices From °699” ¥ 


Program includes 4 nights and 3 dive days. 


F Hosted by 
Stephen Frink 





—§- — 888-31-SHARK 
OWRIEC Fax 954-524-5925 


Preferred www.sharkshootout.com 
Test Dive 


Center Nassau © Bahamas 


‘for 25 vears we have been 
exploring the reefs, wrecks and 
coral walls of Nassau. During 
this time we have discovered 
the best of what Nassau has to 
offer. So whether you're visiting 
us for the first time or returning 
for the 10th time, we always 
have something new and unique 
to amaze and thrill you.” 


It’s All Here! 


Wallis ¢ Reefs ¢ Wrecks ° Sharks 
Movie Sites « Out Island Seafaris 
Multiple Dive Packages Available 


www.stuartcove.com/tsd 


fax 954-524-5925 © 242-362-4171 on island 
Nassau * Bahamas 


Nov. 7th -11th, 2003 * 


, 





Preferred Dive 
Test Center 













: Aquat Adventures 
CG Worle Adventures 






Specializing in Live-aboard Adventures) 






Escorted Groups, Private Charters 






and Individual travel since 1991 





EXPLORER VENTURES 
So 


Fall of 2003 Turks & Caicos 


unde, SEA 
HUNTE 
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MV. FeBrina 










100,pp orF 
Air & Live-aboard 
pkg with this ad 


1-888-332-7462 
USA/CANADA 
www.worlddive.com 


cruise@worlddive.com 


*Rates based on availability & lowest price category. 
Rates quoted are not air inclusive 













READER RATINGS 


WEB: www.brisashotel.com 

90 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS said 
they would stay at this resort again. 
READERS SAY: PM., Hagerstown, Md:.: 
“Great value for the dollar. You can’t 
beat the all-inclusive package.” Jan. 
‘03. R.H., East Boston, Mass.: “The 
restaurant was good for breakfast, but 
lunches and dinners were limited from 
the menu or, if you chose the meal plan, 
buffet-style lunches and dinners were 
the same.” Dec. ‘02. 

RATES: $80 p.p., dbl. occ. 

( SCORES ) 

Overall B. Service B. Rooms & Facilities 
B. Restaurant C+. Value A. 


Presidente Inter- 
Continental 
Resort Cozumel 


TEL: (011) 52-987-87-29500 

WEB: www.intercontinental.com/ 
cozumel 

72.7 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS 
said they would stay at this resort again. 
READERS SAY: L.N., Simi Valley, Calif.: 
“The rooms were very clean and well- 
kept. We had a beautiful view of the 
ocean and a nice private beach, perfect 
for wading. We received great service 
from the entire staff, including the 


restaurant and room service.” Sept. ‘02. 


(continued from p. 42 ) 


V.B., Detroit, Mich.: “Very close to the 
beach, boats and shore diving. Rooms 
were large.” Nov. ’02. 

RATES: From $185 to $2,500. 

( scores ) 

Overall A+. Service A+. Rooms & Facil- 
ities A+. Restaurant A. Value A. 


Fiesta Americana 
Cozumel Dive 
Resort 


TEL: (011) 52-987-87-29600 

WEB: www.fiestamericana.com 
96.2 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS 
said they would stay at this resort again. 
READERS SAY: T.T., Greensboro, N.C.: 
"Very, very nice hotel with tennis 
courts, a three-level pool with a swim- 
up bar and three restaurants on site ... 
The staff was very friendly, accommo- 
dating and quick to service requests ... 
Rooms were spacious and clean. The 
hotel itself appeared brand-new.” Jan. 
‘03. M.E., Austin, Texas: “Get the all- 
inclusive package. Otherwise, all meals 
are very expensive, and the resort is 
a 10-minute taxi-cab drive to town.” 
Sept. ‘02. 

RATES: $103 to $250 p.p. 

( scores ) 

Overall A-. Service A. Rooms & Facili- 
ties B+. Restaurant B+. Value A. 


ales A ya ee Ge Oe caren 


through Dec. 15. (Island Dreams, tel 800-346-6116, e-mail info@divetrip.com, 


web explore-cozumel.com) 


YAP, MICRONESIA 


Manta Ray Bay Hotel 
3 THE DEAL: The Manta Ray Bay Hotel announces the completion of two 


new deluxe rooms—the brand-new Mandarinfish Room (with king bed and 


antique accents) and the totally remodeled Triton’s Trumpet Room (with private 


{” 


“plunge poo 


and sun deck), both offering stunning views of the surrounding 


(continued on p. 46) 





AUSTRALIA’S 


BEST DIVING 


with MIKE BALL DIVE 
EXPEDITIONS 


lberostar Cozumel 


TEL: (011) 52-987-87-29900 

WEB: www.iberostar-cozumel.com 
78.6 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS 
said they would stay at this resort again. 
READERS SAY: B.W., Highland Park, Ill.: 


“Iberostar is an all-inclusive resort. The 





grounds are beautiful, lush and tropical. 
The rooms are actually thatched roof 
cabanas with a little porch area with a 
hammock.” Nov. ‘02. B.M., Ajax, Ontario: 
“The best all-around resort we have ever 


dk Oo) 


been to in terms of cleanliness, friend- e Dive sheer walls & towering pinnacles on remote 
Coral Sea reefs with 130 ft visibility 

e Explore pristine new sites along the outer edge of 
the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 


liness and food quality.” Feb. ‘03. 
RATES: $110 p.p., dbl. occ., per night 


from July 1 to Aug. 31, 2003. ¢ Experience the historic Yongala wreck with a Mike Ball 
( SCORES ) spectacular concentration of marine life Dive Expeditions 
ts e Sensational diving at Scuba Zoo with 30+ sharks epee Weed 
Overall A-. Service A-. Rooms & Facili- hers a : fy a US Office hours: 
e Unlimited diving - Nitrox diving - Solo diving N Som PST 3pm-Midnight EST 
ties A-. Restaurant A-. Value B. ¢ Relax in spacious comfort & privacy a sik yl 


e Enjoy excellent meals & onboard services : 
e Professional, experienced & friendly staff usa@mikeball.com 
e Australia’s finest live-aboard experience www.mikeball.com 


Occidental Allegro 


Resort Cozume 


TEL: (877) 348-3255 

WEB: www.allegroresorts.com 

80 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS said 
they would stay at this resort again. 
READERS SAY: J.P, Orleans, Ontario: 
"Very friendly staff ... Excellent shore 
service ... Fantastically close to all major 
dive reefs.” Feb. ‘03. N.S., Lisbon, Ohio: a, Te 
“The staff was wonderful and the Da i el | jai ; 
grounds were beautiful ... Rooms are ; — eur 
quite small.” Feb. ‘03. 

RATES: Please call for up-to-the-minute 
pricing and room availability. 

( scorREs ) 

Overall B-. Service B. Rooms & Facili- 
ties B-. Restaurant B. Value B. 


epee 


From beginning diver to advanced... Packages start at only 


: Me) our job is to make sure your dive “ROO 00 
Plaza Las Glorias *| vacation makes you smile...even 8 


Per person, double occupancy 


TEL: (011) 52-987-87-22000 | when you're back at YOuUr job! Includes Airfare, Diving & Hotel 
inky aeons eae ate BOB SOTO'S For more information call 
78.6 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS : 

(888) 698-7400 
said they would stay at this resort again. a RETT DIVERS 


and visit our web site at 
www.bobsotosreefdivers.com 


GRAND CAYMAN 


Since 1957 








READER RATINGS 


READERS SAY: R.G., South Deerfield, 
Mass.: "| love the location and the rooms 
are excellent for divers. Every room has an 
ocean view and a patio for drying your gear 
... The restaurant's portions were awful and 
pricey. It's only a five-minute stroll into San 
Miguel, so we ate in town.” March '03. M.B., 
Lewisburg, Tenn.: “| loved the view from 
our room and the air-conditioning was ade- 
quate. Twelve years ago this must have 
been the best place in town. It’s an older 
place now, and the bed was hard as a piece 
of concrete.” Oct. '02. 

RATES: See web site for details. 

( scores ) 

Overall C+. Service B-. Rooms & Facilities 
C+. Restaurant C. Value B+. 


Reef Club Cozumel 


TEL: (888) 773-4349, (011) 52-987-87- 
29300 

WEB: www.reefclubcozumel.com 

75.9 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS said 
they would stay at this resort again. 
READERS SAY: B.M., DeForest, Wis.: “If you 
are traveling with kids, this place works out 
well. The food was like excellent dorm food 
and it was always hot and available. They're 
far from town, but it's an all-inclusive resort.” 
Dec. ‘02. J.B., Westfield, N.J.: “The new 
villas are very comfortable and clean... The 


housekeeping staff are very attentive to 
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Presidente InterContinental is Cozumel’'s top-rated resort. 


WET 
‘tty 


your needs. The wait service in the villa’s 
restaurant is excellent.” Feb. ‘03. 

RATES: See web site for details. 

( scORES ) 

Overall B-. Service B-. Rooms & Facilities 
B+. Restaurant B-. Value A-. 


Scuba Club Cozumel 


TEL: (800) 847-5708 

WEB: www.scubaclubcozumel.com 

95.2 PERCENT OF RESPONDENTS said 
they would stay at this resort again. 
READERS SAY: K.F., Fremont, Calif.: “This 
place was built by divers for diving. Every- 
thing is easy and well-planned. Meals are 
included. It is a short walk or cab ride into 
town.” Dec. '02. N.G., Chicago, Ill.: "This is 
not a fancy hotel, but it caters to divers. 


Some rooms have awesome views of the 
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ocean.” Feb. ‘03. 

RATES: See web site for details. 

( scoREs ) 

Overall B+. Service A+. Rooms & Facilities 
B-. Restaurant A-. Value A-. @) 










Note: Scores are based on a response 


of more than 6,000 surveys. Overall 
scores for operators and resorts are 
derived by averaging their individual 
scores based on staff, boats, facilities 
and value. To ensure statistical validi- 
ty, only those operators and resorts 
that were rated by 25 or more readers 
are included here. Changes or 
improvements may have been made 
since information was gathered and 


may not be reflected in the scores. 


{continued from p. 44 ) 

hills and water. ROOM 
PACKAGES: 4 nights, 6 
dives, $810; 7 nights, 10 dives, 
$1,340; 10 nights, 16 dives, 
$1,915. All rates are per diver, 
dbi. occ., taxes and transfers 
included. (tel 800-348-3927, e- 
mail yapdivers@mantaray.com, 
web mantaray.com) 
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BONAIRE 


Sand Dollar Condo- 
minium Resort 


A THE DEAL: 7-night 
packages including accom- 


modations, rental vehicle, 
breakfast buffet and unlimited 
shore diving start at $585 p.p., 
quad. occ. in a 2-bedroom 
condo. Prices valid through 


JULY.2083 


Dec. 14. Enroll in the PAD! 
Underwater Photography Spe- 
cialty Course at Fish-Eye Photo 
and get a Nikonos set-up for 
free, one day extra ($80 value), 


based on availability. Sign up 


FOR MORE DEALS 


for Bonaire Dive & Adventure’s 
“Dive with the Naturalist” and 
your buddy participates for half 
price (a $20 savings). (tel 800- 
288-4773, e-mail USReserva- 


tions@sanddollarbonaire.com) 


Log on to scubadiving.com/divedeal to find more exclusive dive 


vacation bargains. 
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Norah Jones / Come Away With Me / $13.99 
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Jack Johnson / Brushfire Fairytales / $13.99 





THE BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA HIGHER GROUND 


david gray anew day at midnight 





Well, yeah, of course you do. But that doesn’t mean you shouldn't be falling in love with new music, too. 
Like the 9 CDs on this page. Each has something very special to say. And right now each is specially 
priced to make it easy to check out new music from artists you know — as well as artists 
you should know, like Grammy® winners Coldplay and The Blind Boys of Alabama. Look, 
you'll always have room in your heart for Zeppelin, but at savings of up to 30%, 

you'll want to make a whole lotta room in your collection for these CDs, too. 





Refer to code 0144119 when ordering. 
www.rodalemusic.com 


Special-offer pricing does not include taxes. Offer only available in the United States. 00971608 
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Go where the action is: When the sun sets, get off 
the barstool and into the water. 











date 
ultimate 
guide to 


fun, 
because 
real 
divers 
doit 

in the 
dark. 
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In the last of the fading light, hundreds of blue tang gather 
from all directions and stream single-file over the edge of the 
reef. Hundreds more rush in and join the stream like con- 
certgoers crowding through a turnstile. Soon, the tiny fish 
form dense swirling clusters like a dance floor out of control. 


As if responding to an unheard beat, frantic balls of fish surge 


up toward the surface, subside, and surge upward again, 
finally emitting a cloud of sperm and eggs in something like a 
huge simultaneous orgasm. 


And you thought the nightlife at the pool bar was wild. 
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WHEN THE SUN\GOES DOWN, eyen a ho-hum reef can turn into the underwater equivalent of the Las Vegas strip. Coral polyps, cower- 
ing wallflowers of the daytime, spread their brightly colored tentacles to hook up with plankton under a bioluminescent light show. Predators arrive 
to do their ditty work under cover ofdarkness, while prey hide in the shadows. And sex? It’s everywhere. 

You cary crash this party, but you'll enjoy it more if you know a few of the crazies down there. See “Nightcrawlers” for a dusk-to-dawn 
overview sf who's who. Equipping yourself for a night dive is the easy part; just pull out the plastic. Gear heads will drool over the dive lights 
featured in “Got 4 Light?”-La rundown of our picks for practical illumination. Harder to acquire is a smooth night-dive technique. We can help 
you there, too, with “The Essential Rules of Night Diving.” Finally, turn to page 52: We'll whet your appetite for a little wet fun with “Nine 
Nights‘to Remember,” a hand:pi¢ked sampler of dive sites and experiences where sparks fly, mantas dance and the water glows. 

The syin will be setting again Soon. You can perch on a barstool reliving old dive memories, or you can get out there and create some excit- 
\ ing new/ones. The ye is yours. Just remember our mantra: Real divers do it in the dark. 


The Essential 
Rules of Night Diving 


GO LITE ON THE LIGHT. A lot of divers cling to their lights 
like security blankets, and that’s a mistake. When you reach the 
bottom, turn off your beam and see how much ambient light 
there is. (Or press it against your stomach or chest to “snuff” it. 
Lights are most likely to fail when you operate the switch, so 
minimize the on/off cycles.) 

In any case, give your eyes a minute to adjust and you may be 
surprised. The lights of other divers, the moon and even the stars 
can provide so much ambient light you really don’t need your dive 


light on. With it off, you'll see more fish not fewer, and coral ‘ 


polyps and anemones will keep their tentacles extended. 


If you do need a light, you may not need its full power. Try _; 


dimming it by cupping your fingers over it. In any case, use the 
edge of the pool of light, not the “hot spot,” to pick out critters. 
Bottom line: To see nature’s nightlife, be more natural yourself. 


Use minimal artificial light and instead try to get by as the other : 


night creatures do, with nature’s light. 





TREAT YOUR LIGHT LIKE A LOADED GUN. Don’t shine =. 
7) 


your light in anyone's face (including your own) or you'll ruin their 
night vision. 





Not afraid of the dark, are you? 
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NORBERT WU/NORBERT WU PRODUCTIONS (PARROTFISH) 


BRANDON COLE (REEF SHARKS), 


NIGHT CRAWLERS 


The approach of evening brings a shift change on the reef and what Joseph Levine, author of The 
Coral Reef at Night, aptly calls “the hustle, bustle and confusion common to rush hour in big cities.” 


Here’s what to expect on a Caribbean reef: 


‘ > Hunters from both daytime and nighttime ialiiacm (ole) qniolame (elie. @l qc Miemaat= 
eeaicciont Reef ares for example, hug the reef so their prey is silhouetted against the twilit 
surface. As daytime fish settle in for the night, defenses go up. Triggerfish dive into crevasses and 
erect dorsal spines to lock themselves in place. Parrotfish wrap themselves in a blanket of 
repellent mucus. Mating also takes place in the fading light. Surgeontish, grouper and 
wrasse ech in acpowning rises,” ejecting bursts of eggs and sperm into the water. 
matamieli merle cal-1-\-yueel ci -M-lalomelelgerelalt-lacm-ydel-ialemdal-i1i 
bodies and Blossom with fowienlike exe) NY e-W- lave Midi are late mc-ia)e-(ol(--yalale) eliare MceMer- kel 
foldiadiaveme)(-la) qcelaMm [Ulollola-lscest-emelalo}cel<-toic-10M o)VM-iai-l | -ymecelna(- Mele] Mi cele] ¢-)4- a Ole 1oky 
lobsters, brittle stars and urchins leave their holes to teed and mate. Octopuses and 


seahorses become more active. 


> AFTER MIDNIGHT: As dawn approaches, the movie spools in reverse. Grunts and 
groupers return to their holes, Wali (cw-i(-\-) ollare Mm ot-aee) di t-iamel-tellamcek-1dimmere] sar-laleMat-[ce Mecelg-1 
WilbarlaleMacida-(ometcmdalomlelaime| coy -m-idcolare(-lemm hui] i(elaimalelaik-te-m-1-t-10] ima dal -Maatelaaligce Mae smarelelmmolel! 
soon lose their edge over the daytime reef fish streaming from their cracks and caves. The familiar 


daytime population reappears and the cycle begins anew. 


KNOW THE SIGNALS. Hand signals will be difficult or impos- 
sible to see, so put your light to good use. Making a circle with the 
beam means “OK,” waving it side to side calls for attention, and 
waving it up and down calls for help. If youre at close range, turn 
the beam on your hand to illuminate traditional signals. Just 
remember rule #2 whenever you signal with a light. 


KNOW THE DRILL. Should you become separated from your 
buddy, get vertical and shine your light outward while turning a 
full circle. Your buddy should do the same and one of you will see 
the glow of the other's light. If you surface far from the dive boat, 
point it at the boat only until you get attention, then shine it down 
on your head. Shining it at the boat just 
blinds the crew and makes you invisible. 





STAY CLOSE TO YOUR BUDDY. You might need a third hand 
to hold a light while you refasten a buckle or stuff a lobster in a bag. 


SNAP YOUR CONSOLE TO A D-RING. That way, you can 
read it no-hands. Or try a retractor that pulls your gauge console 
back to the same position when you let go. This eliminates the 
need to fumble for gauges in the dark. 


CHECK INSTRUMENTS MORE OFTEN. Without a clear visu- 
al reference, it’s easy to drift upward or downward without realiz- 
ing it. In the excitement, you might also find yourself using air 
faster than normal. 


ARE YOU AFRAID OF THE DARK? 


GET A STRAP. Secure your light to your 
wrist with a lanyard—it’s cheap insurance 
against dropping and losing your primary 
source of illumination. Most dive lights are 
negatively buoyant. When you let go, they 
will drop and dangle from your wrist. If 
you need to free up a hand, turn the beam 
off before you drop the light. That way, you 
wont blind other divers or send confusing 


signals to your buddy. 


DON’T USE YOUR DIVE LIGHT TOPSIDE. Some dive lights 
burn so hot that they will melt their reflectors and lenses without 
the cooling effect of water. Save the bulb and the battery life of 
your dive light by using a regular flashlight for topside tasks. 


DON’T JUMP IN HOLDING YOUR LIGHT. Have someone 
hand it down to you. The impact of a giant stride may jar your 
light’s O-ring and let water seep in. 





Most divers are, at first. We're daytime creatures, and peering into a black 
night sea is naturally disconcerting. Experience will help you get over it. In the 
meantime, it helps to minimize the stresses. Choose a calm night and follow a 
modest profile. Start at twilight when there's still a little light for gearing up 
and getting comfortable. Take it slow and easy. Keep it simple at first—no cam- 
eras or hunting gear. 


START YOUR DIVE AT TWILIGHT. You'l have the best of 
both worlds: Dim light to gear up in and full dark will come while 
you dive. You'll also have the chance to see the reef make the tran- 
sition from the day shift to the night shift (see “Night Crawlers” 
above), one of the most exciting periods of activity. 


STAY SHALLOW. Always a good idea when it’s your fourth or fifth 
dive of the day, but there’s a better reason: more bottom time. You 
came to see the show, so why not make it last as long as you can? 
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Nine Nights 
to Remember 


DANCE WITH THE MANTAS. Off the Kona Coast of 
5. Hawaii's Big Island, dive operators place powerful lights on 
the bottom to attract plankton. Before long, stealthy black manta 
rays swoop in out of the dark to feed, mesmerizing divers with 
graceful acrobatics. “I still get chills just thinking about it,” says 
diver Jim Scalzo. You can do the same thing on any ocean night 
dive, though there’s no guarantee youll see mantas. Turn your light 
on, put it on a rock to attract plankton and wait. Set your camera 
for wide-angle and be ready for anything. 


6‘) MAKE SPARKS FLY. On any ocean dive, turn your light off 
éed and look for bioluminescence. Sometimes it’s dots of various 


GOT A LIGHT? 


These dive lights have all earned the coveted Scuba Diving Testers’ Choice rating in past ScubaLab tests. 


> BIG PRIMARY DIVE LIGHT. Underwater Kinetics Light Cannon 100. Aptly named, this was ScubaLab’s 
choice for large, pistol- or lantern-grip lights. Powered by eight C-cells, the Light Cannon 100’s high-intensity 
olf-Tolat-Tae|-MGml OM olUlLoMi-Meoldlelaic-lem iUalic-tae- lave M-iaarerondal-lanaat-lemiater-lale(cv-vectal mi olel|o\-MUly-vo MY 7100m-Mellniert(olamilit-ls 
(included), it’s a good primary light in clear, tropical conditions and can even double as a close-range video light. 
Use it without the filter for deep water or murky conditions. Price: About $280. > MEDIUM PRIMARY DIVE LIGHT. 
Princeton Tec's Tec 400. Perfect as a mid-sized primary dive light in clear water (or a back-up in murky conditions), the 
Tec 400 runs on four C-cells. An efficient incandescent bulb produces a bright hotspot, good peripheral illumination and no 





In-flight meal and entertainment: Mantas swoop 
in to feed on piankton while you enjoy the show. 


colors flashing on and off. Sometimes it’s fields of various colors. 
Sometimes the body of a fish (or a diver) will glow as it excites 
luminescent plankton it swims through. Wave your hand in front 
of your face and watch the sparks fly. 


fy DIVE INTO AN ORGY. Predictability and an abundance of 

star and brain corals make the Flower Garden Banks National 
Marine Sanctuary the most spectacular place to watch mass coral 
spawning. The “big bang” starts just after sunset between three and 
eight nights after the August full moon. Corals erupt with BB-sized 
egg packets and cloudy wisps of sperm that float toward the surface 
in a reverse blizzard. The rest of the marine life goes wild too. Brit- 


PRINCETON TEC 
Tec 400 


misleading shadows. Price: About $35. Close runner-up: Ikelite PCa, a bright, palm-sized light that takes 6 AA batteries, 

about $30. » MARKER LIGHT. Innovative Scuba VIP Safety Light. Amber LEDs make this marker light unusually bright yet energy- 

efficient. Price: About $80. Close runner-up: Innovative Scuba Versa-Lite, about $13. > TOPSIDE FLASHLIGHT. Tektite Expedition 1900. Save 
your dive light for underwater use. Topside, use this waterproof, drop-proof beam to find your way to the dock and rummage through your dive 
bag. Nineteen LEDs offer a long burn time and a wide, smooth light pattern. Price: About $116. 
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tle stars and lobster go into a feeding frenzy, passing eggs to their 
mouths as fast as they can catch them, while several fish species get 





“in the mood” for a little procreating of their own. “It's an undersea 
orgy of birth, death and rejuvenation,” says diver J.D. Barnett of 
New Mexico. 


GO TO THE LIBRARY. This wall dive, located just 200 
yards off Cockburn Town, Grand Turk, has an abundance of 
orange ball corallimorphs, tube-dwelling 
creatures that hide during the day, but 


extend at night to feed. You'll be greeted by LIGHT BUYING TIPS 


hundreds of one- to two-inch arms, each 
tipped with a bright orange ball, waving in 
Fi Seat Sy > Look for a floodlight, not a spotlight. 
Most of the time, you want to bathea 
large area up-close with light, not pick 
SWIM IN BLUE NEON. For the full out a dot at long distance. 
> Look for a smooth, featureless pool 

flight. A th poolisi : 
head for Bioluminescent Bay on the island nay a Pug hess i pb acta Sea 
of Vieques, Puerto Rico. Each gallon of _ reflector when painted on the reef can 
water in the sheltered bay contains 720,000 be misleading. 

> In general, look for more batteries 
dinoflagellates, and the microscopic crea- (six or eight) if you want a brighter 
tures flash bluish light when agitated by _ light; look for bigger batteries (C or D 
cells) if you want longer burn time. 
> Bulbs and reflectors being equal, 
high intensity discharge bulbs are 
MAKE IT DAY-GLO. Many corals almost always much brighter than con- 
ventional incandescents, while LEDs 
: Soe are much easier on batteries. 
psychedelic colors when hit with specially > Look for a one-finger on/off switch. 


filtered light. Day-Glo oranges and greens ‘Twist types require an extra hand. 
like you've never seen before pop out of 
the most mundane critters. To see 
the show, get the filters from a 
company called NightSea 


light show, break out your snorkel and 


motion. Learn more at www.biobay.com. 


and even some fish fluoresce with weird 


(www.nightsea.com or 
(877) 436-9262). You can : es : = * F | 
even capture these effects ager. annaaamy: | Vg Seca | Take a NightSea filter on your’next dive to bring out 


i \ 
the reef's grooviest colors. Left: Find some of Bonaire 
best nightlife under Kralendijk’s Town Pier. 
Phi 4 a \ : i Mia 


on film. 






Tie A STROLL @~ ; 

UNDER THE ©-@ am 
PIER. Bonaire's Kral- ¥ 1 
endijk Town Pier is one of ’ 7 a wearing an orange life preserver. 
the world’s most pho- af 
tographed night dives and for 
good reason—the pilings are 
smothered with orange cup corals, 
and the polyps extend only at night. Piling 
residents also include enormous yellow and purple 
tube sponges, oysters, trumpetfish and encrusting sponges in all 


Largo, Fla., is covered in orange cup corals. When 
the polyps extend at night, the wreck looks like it’s 

















BAG YOUR BUG LIMIT. At the stroke of mid- 
night on the first day of lobster season, youll find 
eager bug hunters mid-giant stride on their favorite reef. Not 
only are these divers getting a leg up on the rest of us, theyre also 
taking advantage of the fact that lobsters are nocturnal. The odds 
of catching them increase when you dive at night. @ 














shapes and sizes. 


MORE ON THE WEB > For more information on the 


WATCH DUANE BLUSH. The hull of the U.S. Coast 
Guard Cutter Duane, resting in 120 feet of water off Key 


night dives and gear mentioned 


STEPHEN FRINK/STEPHEN FRINK COLLECTION (CENTER), ETHAN GORDON (TOP RIGHT) 


in this article, see www.scubadiving.com/indepth/nightskills. 
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“4 Anthias swarm a bouquet of Dendronephthya soft coral, a common 
wall hanging on Fiji's deep-water reefs, seamounts and passages. 
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AS | SIP KAVA WITH A GROUP OF 
men in flowered shirts and grass skirts, the 
thought of going AWOL from my live-aboard 
is enormously appealing. When vacationing 
in Fiji, you'll find plenty of reasons to consid- 
er burning your return plane ticket. 

Fiji is not a single island but a massive 
horseshoe-shaped seascape of 320 atolls and 
islands located midway between Australia 
and Tahiti. The islands are the volcanic peaks 
and ridges of what once was an undersea con- 
tinent connected to Australia. Villagers on 
Fiji's 106 inhabited islands have developed 
customs that are unique to each island, 
including firewalking, meke dances, lovo din- 
ners, turtle calling and kava drinking. 

But you havent experienced Fiji until 
youve seen the Crayola kaleidoscope of soft 
corals, their clusters like overripe grapes bloom- 
ing among the reef rock. To get the full experi- 
ence of South Pacific’s soft coral kingdom, 
budget two weeks for your trip: one for a live- 
aboard trip cruising the outer islands and the 
other for a week at a land-based resort. Better 
yet, leave your ticket open-ended. 
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LIVE-ABOARD CHARTERS deliver divers to central Fiji’s barrier reef 
sites and offshore seamounts. Flying from Los Angeles, you'll cross the 
International Date Line and touch down at Nadi Airport. Relax, you're 
now on “Fiji time,” and things move at a slower pace. After a shuttle ride 
to harbors in Lautoka or Suva, a little breakfast and downtime resort 


stopover, you're soon at sea heading for the premier sites that stretch 


between Namenalala, Wakaya, Koro and Gau islands. 
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CLIMB ABOARD THE INFLATABLE TENDER and you'll soon be backrolling into the current-swept passage at North Save-a-Tack, where vis- 


ibility hovers around 150 feet. As you'll soon learn, a safety sausage is a necessity. Make sure you have an underwater camera for diving E-6 and Hi- 


8, seamounts rising from 3,000 feet that were named for their unrivaled photo and video opportunities. Wreathed in bouquets of Dendronephthya 


soft corals, Mount Mutiny, a smaller pinnacle than E-6, honors Capt. Bligh, who passed here on his flight to Timor in 1789. Your best opportunity for 
seeing a blue ribbon eel in Fiji may be at the soft coral gardens of Jim’s Alley on Gau. Nearby in Nigali Passage, a coral funnel on the island’s barrier 
reef, you'll drift dive with lazy gray reef sharks, which feed casually as snappers and barracudas are pushed through the chute. These sites are inac- 


cessible to land-based operators, so you'll have them to yourself as your live-aboard roves the Bligh Waters and Koro Sea of central Fiji. 
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rocks of inshore shallows. Below: The lights from a bure’s interior are reflected at dusk in 
the swimming pool of the Ocean Pacific Club, located on the south coast of Viti Levu. 


TEETER 


A TRADITIONAL FIJIAN BURE, a small thatched-roof cabana, 
will be your home for a weeklong stay on one of Fiji's many islands. Soend 
your mornings diving the islands’ lush reefs. In the afternoon, snorkel in 
shallows rich with anemonefish and anthias or explore the jungly volcanic 
mountains that surround most resorts. Late-afternoon showers in the rainy 
season, from November to April, can lower visibility on the reefs until the 
tide change, making it an ideal time to take in the sunset from a pool- 


side chaise. 


GET THERE - For more information on Fiji and her islands, 


turn to In Depth, page 98, section 4. 
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ON A MONDAY WIGHT in February, a group of divers nervously 
paces the lobby ‘Gf the Brisas\ Resort in Cozumel. Their passports 
haven't been stolerty they atemtin trouble with the federales, amd the 
airline hasn't lost thei preeious tigeage. Instead, they are asimiously 
awaiting the arrival of 116 Pais Of finStin, nine enormous shipping con- 
tainers, frozen in Cancun customs for more than two weeks, and 
promised to arrive the Saturday before. It is easy t0 S€€ these divers 
arent here for the fruity drinks and suntans—they are on a mission. 


The “2003 Fin Test: It’s a Tough Job But Somebody Has to Do It” 
T-shirts are the first hint. And then there are the underwater 
speedometers. And the stopwatches. And the scads of clipboards and 
No. 2 pencils. These divers aren't here to take it easy—they are here 
to test fins. The testers first met one another a year before, in Hon- 
duras’s Bay Islands, forging friendships during testing for last year’s 
fin review. Now, a year later, the group still has the easygoing rapport 
that comes only from shared experience. 

(see “Behind the Tests,” p. 62) 
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APOLLO SPORTS 
Black Bio-Fin Pro 


1: Apollo Sports Black Bio-Fin Pro One of two fins named 
“best overall” in our adjustable fin tests, the Bio-Fin Pro has the 
fastest speeds in both flutter and frog kicks. This fin may not 


have been the fastest on the slalom course, but it digs into 





turns and provides excellent control. It's one of only three fins to 
earn a “very good” rating for maneuverability. Made from 100 percent 
rubber, the Black Bio-Fin Pro is both comfortable and stable. Some test 
divers noted that its soft propeller blade is a bit too pliable. For divers 
who like a little more “feel” to their fins, Apollo’s Metallic Blue fin is a lit- 
tle stiffer while providing very similar performance characteristics. 
TESTER COMMENTS: “Felt like a part of my feet.” —John Wheeler 
“Very easy in the turns. Good acceleration.” —--Heather Carvey “No mus- 


cle strain. Excellent control in tight places.” —Jim Grier 


Behind the Tests 


(continued from p. 60) 
THEY ARE A SNAPSHOT of our read- 
ership: two-thirds male, one-third female, 
of all ages and sizes, they have arrived from 
California and Rhode Island, North Dako- 
ta and Texas. The group includes a college 
professor, two computer consultants, a soft- 
ware developer, a marine biologist, a chem- 
ical engineer, a NASA diver, an energy 
policy analyst, a petro chemist, a senior 
account executive and two small business 
owners. With 125 years of diving experi- 
ence and close to 7,000 dives under their 
collective weight belts, they share one 
important trait: a love of getting wet.. 

This year, their mission is to evaluate 30 
of the slickest fins on the planet, both splits 
and paddles, adjustables and full-foots (we'll 
be looking at those next month). They know 


. 
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After morning speed and maneuverability runs, the team boarded 
boats in the afternoon to test fins on Cozumel’s worid-famous reefs 


































2: Atomic Aquatics SplitFin A speed demon on the slalom 
course, Atomic’s SplitFin is pretty fast flat-out, too. This robust 
fin's rather stiff, longer-than-average blade doesn’t fold 
up in a power stroke like some other splits do— 
good for when that eagle ray flaps in out of nowhere 
and you want to accelerate. For close work, the fin is both 
nimble and efficient despite its length. A well-shaped foot 
pocket ensures stability and comfort. We found the 
SplitFin to offer the best buckle system of all the fins 
we tested, with a special buckle that slips over a 
mounting post on the fin. To detach, you simply 
squeeze both tabs and slip the buckle off the 
post. To attach, slide it onto the post where it 
clicks into place. Couldn't be easier. 
TESTER COMMENTS: “My person- 
al favorite!” —-Scott Wertman “Great 
fin, fast fin, excellent quick-release 
buckles.” --Erin Rechisky "Perfect 
blend of speed and maneuverabili- 
ty. A great dive fin.” —J.D. Barnett 
“They swim fast in a current.” — 
Vicki Durst 
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that when the fins arrive, their week will be 
no cakewalk—they'll be on the go from sun- 
rise to sunset, and sometimes longer. And 
when the cargo of fins finally arrive at the 
resort, they breathe a collective sigh of relief 
that can be heard around the island. 

Each morning, a squad of six divers 
grab underwater digital speedometers and 
hit the water for speed tests. Meanwhile, 
another squad armed with stopwatches 
heads for the slalom course set up beneath 
the Brisas pier to perform a series of timed 
maneuverability tests. And every afternoon, 
the test divers board Dive Paradise boats to 
kick their way along Cozumel’s current- 
washed reefs. In the process, they learn a lot 
about fins, and they work their tails off. But 
if you were to ask them, they'll tell you that 
it was a vacation. 













ATOMIC AQUATICS 3: Atomic Aquatics Liquid Blue Split 


C 'S§ LIC In This new fin shares 
SplitFin 


the spotlight with the Bio-Fin Pro as this year's best overall fins. 


Named the Liquid Blue because of its translucent look, this 





fin is identical in shape to the original Atomic SplitFin, but is 
made of a slightly softer high-performance thermoplastic rub- 
ber. This makes it a little lighter than the original and gives it a bit more 
snap. That said, the performance of the two fins is nearly identical. The 
Liquid Blue provides acceleration when it's time to go turbo, but is also 
very responsive. The Liquid Blue is just as stable as the original SplitFin, 
and shares the same excellent buckle system. One of three fins rated 
“very good” for maneuverability. 
TESTER COMMENTS: “Real efficient fin. Feels light in the water.” 
-—-Jeff Lovin “Comfortable. Easy to move around with in a wreck. An enjoy- 
able fin.” —John Wheeler "Good fin for frog kicking.” —Heather Carvey 


@) 


ATOMIC AQUATICS 
Liquid Blue SplitFin 






















ing astronauts with their underwater 
weightlessness training. With more than 
goo hours logged with NASA, Chris dives 
just about every day for up to five hours, 
performing highly technical and physically 
demanding astronaut training exercises. 
He holds certifications as a dive supervi- 
sor, safety diver, underwater video diver, 
utility diver, environmental control systems 
specialist for the space suits, and is also a 
robotics, hydraulic and pneumatic 
crane operator. When he’s not 
blowing bubbles with space 
cowboys, youll find him at 
his local karaoke club, where 
he belts out classic Right- 
eous Brothers tunes. And 
when he’s not singing, he’s, 
well, diving. 


Putting Faces 
with the Fins 


MEET A FEW members of our intrepid 
Cozumel fin test team: 






P"tipic f° AWA 
Se TEEN Ed et PIA 


Age: 34. Occupation: NASA diver. Home- 
town: Kemah, Texas. Years diving: 14. 
Favorite adjustable fin: Apollo Sports Bio- 
Fin Pro. 

Ever wonder who those divers are 
who help astronauts rehearse 
space walks in the giant pool at 
NASA’s Neutral Buoyancy 
Laboratory? Say hello to 
Chris, an NBL training spe- 
cialist and member of a 4o0- 
person civilian dive team 
whose dream job includes assist- 

















JULY 2003 RODALE’S SCUBA DIVING 63 




























2S Volo The popular 








Mares Volo has the distinction =™ 
of being the top-performing paddle 


fin in this year’s shootout. The fin uses 





what Mares calls an Optimum Pivoting Blade 
(OPB), a hinge-like design that allows the blade to 
angle itself into the ideal shape for forward thrust. This 
improves stability while decreasing muscle strain. 
Combine that with its light weight and comfortable foot 
pocket and you've got a fin that’s barely a whisper on 
your feet. Quick out of the starting gate, the Volo tops out a 
little sooner than others on the straightaway, but is extremely 
agile when it comes to close-quarter work. Bottom line: It doesn’t 
matter how you kick—flutter, frog or dolphin—the Volo is simply an easy 
fin to dive with. 
TESTER COMMENTS: “An excellent fin.” —Jeff Lovin “Don’t even 
notice the fin on my feet.” —~Valorie Hodges “Comfortable and stable. 


An easy fin to dive with.” —-John Wheeler 


Behind the Tests 


HEATHER CARVEY 

Age: 25. Occupation: Small business 
owner. Hometown: Eureka, Mont. Years 
diving: 14. Favorite adjustable fin: Mares 


Volo. 






2 Heather spent her forma- 
om —~ tive years ice diving, night 
’ diving and spearfishing 
lakes and rivers just 
south of the Canadian 
border. As a teenager, 
she qualified for a 
marine study program and 
spent a couple months Down 

Under diving the Great Barrier Reef. 

After high school she attended Seattle’s 
Divers Institute of Technology where she 
learned both underwater welding and div- 
ing physics. After a stint in the Gulf of Mex- 


Ran 
aR 
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ico working for several oil companies, she 
got hired on at NASA‘s Neutral Buoyancy 
Laboratory where she logged more than 700 
hours as an underwater video operator and 
safety diver and met her dive buddy and 
boyfriend Chris Caka. 


JEFF LOVIN 
Age: 30. Occupation: IT support. Home- 
town: Costa Mesa, Calif. Years diving: 3. 
Favorite adjustable fin: Mares Volo. 

Jeff Lovin has gone from trading guitar 
licks as the bass player of SoCal heavy 
metal band Seven 27 to chasing 
nurse sharks and eagle rays. 
Jeff's first taste of scuba was 
during an introductory dive 
on the Great Barrier Reef. 
That sealed the deal—he 



























quickly got certified and convinced his 
bride-to-be to go on a honeymoon cruise to 
Cozumel and Roatan. During the week, 
Jeff is an application support specialist for a 
civil engineering firm, and on the week- 
ends, he uses his assistant instructor certifi- 
cation as an excuse to get wet with dive 
classes at Laguna Beach or one of Califor- 
nia’s Channel Islands. 















ERIN RECHISKY 
Age: 30. Occupation: Marine biologist. 
Hometown: Narragansett, R.I. Years diving: 
10. Favorite adjustable fin: Atomic 
Aquatics Liquid Blue SplitFin. 
A typical workday for most 
people involves sitting behind 
a desk for eight-plus hours, 
bookended by agonizing rush- 
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TUSA 
X-Pert Zoom 


acc iadl 





5; TUSA X-Pert Zoom (SF-8) This fin generates better-than- 






average speeds in the straightaway, some of the fastest times 






around the slalom course, and some of the best ergonomic 






scores. The X-Pert Zoom is easily recognizable by the sharp 





downward bend of its blade, which generates a forceful response 






to a relatively moderate kicking effort. It also enables you to maintain a 






stable, controllable attitude when you're hovering above coral. The fin 






is comfortable, although the foot pockets seem a bit short relative to 






their width. The X-Pert Zoom is also available in a special black compound 
with a slightly stiffer blade. 

TESTER COMMENTS: "The advantage to this fin is its angle of thrust.” 
—Donald Victorian "| just like this fin.” —-Heather Carvey “Not as stiff as 









my X-Pert Zoom Blacks. Good fin, though.” —-Chris Parsons 





GET MORE > For complete details on all 18 adjustable fins 
tested, turn to in Depth, page 100, section 5. 









hour traffic. Not for Erin 
Rechisky. She spends her 
commute in a research 
skiff, and her office is the 
warm waters of the 
Bahamas. Erin works at 
the Caribbean Marine 
Research Center on idyllic Lee 
Stocking Island, Exumas, where she studies 
grouper and snapper populations by tagging 
them and tracking their movements using 
acoustic telemetry. She also assesses coral 
reefs to determine suitable sites for marine 
protected areas. So far this year, she’s logged 
over 400 dives in the line of duty. } | | 
To learn more about these divers and | 
meet the rest of our test team, check out our | Home Base 
testers’ profiles at www.scubadiving.com/ | MANY THANKS to the Brisas Cozumel Resort for serving as headquarters; to Dive Par- 
meetthefintesters. adise for tanks, boats and crucial logistics; and to Cetacea for use of underwater slates. 
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DIVE ACCIDENT 
HOW: YOU CA 





( 


by Michael Ange 





UnINTEN RRR EREEREER nana i Rot A eae 


TOO FAST TO LIVE, 
TOO YOUNG TO DIE 


| 
| 
| 
Thrill-seeking divers push the bounds of training and common sense 
| 
| 
| 
| 





with disastrous results. 


MARK STRUGGLED UPWARD kicking hard—his only goal to reach the warm tropical sunshine far 
above. His mind flashed to the simplicity of the plan. What had gone wrong? Through blurred vision, he 
glanced at his gauges, seeing his computer's depth readout flash through 300 feet and his SPG needle fall 
into the red zone below 500 psi. If he could just reach the wall, maybe he could stop his descent. That was 
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Spi] ee nBreeze Hotel, Ambergris Caye 
Dive 3 Atolls tlie A Hotel for Divers «i iiblammes ‘i 
The Blue Hole RESORT 


Southern Barrier Reef 
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RE RESORT, BELIZE 
Centrally located, spacious a/c rooms 
Aqua Dives Belize Dive Operator 
US$630.00 pp valid 
through April 22 - Dec.14, 2003 
7nts, 5 days diving, air transfer 






BEACH HOTEL 
Gorgeous Beachfront Resort an cid’: Aneuaaae Hae ete 


Explore Mayan Ruins & Jungle 


Call NOW about our 
Reef & Rainforest Special 
eebouses! 


Bias Pa - 


iss 


5 








/877-552-DNVE (3483) 


i bash Visit our website! 
“www.hamanasi.com 
info@hamanasi.com 


Turmelfe laland Lodge wit 
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www.sunbreeze.net 


Dive Adventures and Island Vacations 


the caribbean best kept 
worl for dining, fishing ® 
are: elize made easy. 
One-stop shopping 
800-874-0118 for hotels, diving, and discount airfare. 


1B RDA eR 


Call toll-free 1-888-599-3483 


www.turneffelodge.com www.bayadventures.com 
info@turneffelodge.com belize@bayadventures.com 
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his final thought as he inhaled against a 
dead regulator and darkness closed in. 


THE DIVERS 

Mark and Will were both in their early 
twenties. Self-confessed 
junkies known for pushing the limits of 
adventure sports, they had recently been 
certified as Advanced Open Water 
divers. Mark and Will were eager to try 
deep diving, but before seeking training, 
they set off on a weeklong dive trip to 
the tropics. 


adrenaline 


| 
| 


The pair would stop their descent with 
their power inflators. It would be a quick 
bounce dive. If either diver reached 1,500 
psi or the bottom time exceeded six min- 
utes, they would ascend immediately. 


THE ACCIDENT 

Mark and Will stepped off the swim 
platform and immediately began their 
descent. Dropping rapidly, the divers 
swam to within an arm’s reach of the 
wall, scanning for the wreck and letting 
negative buoyancy carry them deeper. 





Mark sailed downward, searching for the wreck. He was 
soon past 200 feet, and it was nowhere in sight. 


Over margaritas one night, Mark lis- 
tened to a team of tech divers discussing 
their dive to a wreck hanging on the 
edge of a deep wall at 200 feet. Mark 
immediately decided if those guys could 
do it, so could he. At the bar, he 
sketched out a plan to do a quick bounce 
dive on the wreck the following day. 
After a little arm-twisting, Will agreed to 
join Mark in his plan. 


THE DIVE 


They quickly discovered that none of the 
island’s dive operators 
would take them out on such a foolish 
stunt. Undeterred, the divers rented a 
boat and hired Bill and Sarah, vacation- 
ing college students who agreed to skip- 


responsible 


per the boat. 

At the approximate location of the 
wreck, the boat’s depth finder confirmed 
the edge of the wall and a depth of thou- 
sands of feet on the seaward side. Mark 
and Will suited up in tropical BCs, 
rental regulators and single aluminum 
80-cubic-foot tanks. The divers quickly 
reviewed their dive plan. 

Mark figured the wreck would be 
easy to locate. In order to get down 
quickly, they would dump all of the air 
out of their BCs and wear extra weight. 


Though he was descending more 
slowly than Mark, Will's dive computer 
couldn't keep up with the descent. Later, 
Will recalled that at 150 feet, he felt 
“short of breath” and “disconnected 
from my body.” 

The rapid descent had brought on a 
serious bout of nitrogen narcosis. His 
body was unable to acclimate to the 
increasing pressure and the growing load 
of nitrogen and carbon dioxide in his tis- 
sues. Making matters worse, his rental 
regulator was not designed for extreme 
depths and was struggling to deliver suf- 
ficient air. Will was bordering on panic. 
He was “overbreathing” his regulator, 
demanding more air, and at a faster rate, 
than it was capable of providing. 

Scared and confused, Will reached 
out to grab a passing coral head, cutting 
his hand but stopping his descent at 156 
feet. He turned to signal Mark to abort 
the dive, only to find his buddy much 
deeper, still rapidly descending. 

Will faced several moments of inde- 
cision, complicated by narcosis. Before 
he could do anything to save himself or 
Mark, he needed to establish neutral 
buoyancy. Will fumbled for the inflator 
button on his BC and squeezed hard. 

Meanwhile, Mark sailed downward, 


JU LA-Z0OS 


FOR LIFE 


searching for the outline of the wreck. 
He was soon past 200 feet, and the 
wreck was nowhere in sight. Realizing 
the dive was rapidly spinning out of con- 
trol, he reached for his power inflator, 
but at his depth and rate of descent it 
was a losing battle. Mark’s BC now 
required seven times as much air to 
inflate as it would on the surface, and the 
inflator simply couldn't keep pace with 
his rapid descent. 

Panicked, Mark began to kick hard 
toward the surface, but strenuous exer- 
tion only added to the debilitating effects 
of narcosis and carbon dioxide buildup. 
It’s likely that Mark suffered deepwater 
blackout and drowned. 

Having arrested his descent by cling- 
ing to the wall, Will was able to inflate 
his BC. As he rapidly ascended, the fog 
of narcosis began to lift, and Will 
regained the presence of mind to slow his 
ascent at around 70 feet. He had enough 
air to complete a short safety stop at 15 
feet, but surfaced with his computer 
showing a decompression violation. 

In spite of his rapid ascent and omit- 
ted decompression, Will was lucky. He 
suffered no notable symptoms of decom- 
pression sickness. Mark’s body was 


@ 


never found. 


DEEP DIVING requires proper 
training, planning, topside support and 
gear. Divers need a larger gas supply, 
high-performance regulators and high- 
capacity BCs. 

EXTRA WEIGHT is dangerous on a 
deep dive. The compression of wetsuits 
and BCs compounds negative buoyan- 


cy. At about 200 feet, negative buoyancy 


Rio bene coyer-exctateres 

RAPID DESCENTS aggravate 
nitrogen narcosis. The maximum safe 
descent rate is 70 feet per minute. Pauses 
allow the body to compensate for the 
increasing pressure. 
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What You Need 


The right gear for your next stroll 
into the surf. 


Ss DIVERS have the 


luxury of forgetting com- 





pletely about boat schedules and striking out 
on their own to explore uncrowded dive sites. 
It can be a freeing experience—if you have 


the right gear to get you out to the good stuff. 


1: Booties: Henderson's Zipper- 
less Hyperstretch A flexible ankle makes 
it easy to cross the parking lot fully geared up, 
while the air bubble under the heel and aggres- 
sive tread are great for negotiating stairs and 
rocky shorelines. 3mm, $53.95; 5mm, $55.95; 
7mm, $57.95. 


2: Fins: Atomic Aquatics SplitFin 
Kicking out from shore requires power and accel- 
eration, and the SplitFin delivers both. The best 
buckle system in the business makes it literally 
a “snap” to put these fins on and take them 
off when entering or exiting the water. And a 


well-shaped foot pocket ensures stability and 
comfort $189. 


3: Snorkel: Sherwood Scuba Avid 
Foldable This compact snorkel allows you to 
conserve precious air by surface swimming 
out to the dive site. Once over the reef, fold up 
the Avid and stow it in your BC pocket. Could- 
n't be easier. $39. 


4: Waterproof Box: Trident D705 
“Otter” Dry Box If you don’t want to leave 
your small valuables on the beach or in a rental 
car, you can take them with you in this nifty stor- 
age case. There’s plenty of room here for a 
driver’s license, C-card and car keys. The box 
is rated waterproof to 100 feet. Check your local 


dive retailer for availability and prices. 
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Where toGo 


1,000 Steps, Bonaire 


PHOTOGRAPH BY STEVE SIMONSEN 


it's easy to make a grand entrance at this classic shore dive. Descend the stone stair- 
case (actual step count: 64), and make a leisurely surface swim over the shallow reef of staghorn, 
brain and mountainous star corals. The reef slope starts in 35 feet of water. Dive along the drop- 
off, past pipe organs of purple tube sponges, 

and look for sea turtles and manta rays. Enjoy the GET MORE For more information, 
dive, because on the climb out, you'll discover why turn to In Depth, 


they don't call it 64 Steps. page 101, section 6. 
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mms ms with Aint advided akabitaitt 


e We arrange Your Col e 
dive and accommoda 
package. * pee 


e Small groups, personal’... 7 
service, Nitrox, Rebreathers, #u 
whale watching and « le 
Stingray encounters. 


e Dive Grand Turk, Salt Cay and South Caicos. 
Call for the latest specials 


1-800-892-3995 or 649--946-1128 


Oasisdiv@tciway.tc www.oasisdivers.com 


Cecil Ingham’s 


SEA EYE DIVING 
ron GRAND TURK 


Full Service 
PADI & NAUI 
Nikonos Rentals/E-6 


Dive Packages 
with Accommodations 


800-786-0669 
Tel/Fax: 649-946- 1 407 


www.seaeyediving.com 
ci@tciway.tc 
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Specializing in Junior 
and Family 
Open Water Certifications 


Providenciales, “Dare To Dive Differently” 
Turks & Caicos Islands, BWI 


More Than 30 Years in Provo j 
, i é; Readers’ 


(800) 833-1341 Siete 


Awards 
Phone: 649-946-4232 iio ateitancNadey * DIVE THE SPECTACULAR WALLS OF BOTH SALT CAY AND GRAND TURK: 
aM i i lh ( TWO ISLANDS FOR THE PRICE OF ONE. 
‘ * WRECK DIVE ON OUR 18TH CENTURY BRITISH WARSHIP. 


Fax 649-941-5296 * NO CROWDS (MAX 8 DIVERS) 
* JANUARY - MARCH ENJOY IN-WATER ENCOUNTERS WITH OUR MAGNIFICIENT HUMPBACK WHALES 


. * STROLL OUR SECLUDED BEACHES AND SNORKEL WITH OUR STING RAYS. 
www.ProvoTurtleDiver S.cOomM GREAT SPECIALS AVAILABLE NOW 


Mey SG oN ca da a Tel: 649-946-6906 * Fax: 649-946-6940 
: i E-mail: scdivers@tciway.tc Web: www.saltcaydivers.tc 


Providenciales The Sands 


AT GRACE BAY 


di fing@ m 


Deluxe, beachfront resort of condominium 
suites filled with every amenity. 
www.thesandsresort.com 


cal 1-877-77SANDS 


for reservations 


Get lost amidst 300 miles of the third largest reef system in the world... plunging to depths of more than 
a mile, or snorkeling among our exotic marine life, colorful coral and even on an 
historical ship wreck. Get lost at one of our most accommodating accommodations. 


Get lost romancing the love of your life with five-star dining or a down-home tropical feast. 
We're a group of serene, far-away islands that are not far from home. Come find us. ICs 
Islands 


Call your travel agent today or our Turks and Caicos Tourist Board at 1-800-241-0824. : 
Visit www.turksandcaicostourism.com Beautiful by ature 
































You can go your own wa 
solo diving isn’t for ever 
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ADVANCED DIVING 





It may be your ticket to underwater freedom. BY MICHAEL ANGE 


2 ee = Se 





AISE YOUR HAND if this has ever happened to you: Youre 

on the dive boat, solo for whatever reason, and the divemaster 
pairs you up with a complete stranger who is newly certified. “You have to dive with a 
buddy,” he insists, checking your names off on the clipboard and heading off to rig 
weight belts. “Besides, it’s safer.” 


GETTY IMAGES 
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“OK, how bad can this be,” you 
think, resolving to make the most of the 
situation. “I'll share my love of the sport 
with a new diver and itll be a good 
experience for both of us. Right?” Then 
you glance over at your new buddy, who 
begins to put his gear on the tank upside 


down ... and backwards. 


REASONS TO GO 
SOLO 


The mandatory buddy system has been 
a part of diving from the earliest days of 
certification, but there’s a logical flaw in 
this absolute rule—the assumption that 
both divers are well-matched and equal- 
ly capable of helping each other. Unfor- 
tunately, this is rarely the case with a 
randomly assigned buddy. 

When there is a mismatch, the expe- 
rienced diver is unfairly saddled with 


| 
| 
| 
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Solo diving requires more than antisocial tendencies, 


Naia-toltlig-s Mai-M eolselel-lmel-T-lemr-lialiireE-liteliaciet tela 


supervising a less experienced diver. 
That's great for the beginner, but can the 
newbie reasonably assist the experienced 
diver in an emergency? Probably not. 
And if the experienced diver takes the 
buddy concept seriously, he can pretty 
much forget about any recreation on the 
dive. He'll be too busy serving as a sub- 





stitute instructor to his buddy. 


Increased safety and the freedom to 
actually enjoy the dive are two reasons 
experienced open water divers often 
seek solo diving certification. Though 
the concept is still controversial (see: 
“The Solo Debate,” p. 76), experience 
has shown that properly trained and 
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WALKER’S CAY 


e Roundlee Airfare Roa Ft.Laud Wale to the island 

¢ Hotel Accommodations * Breakfast and Dinner daily 

e All Diving * Free Shark Rodeo 

¢ Free Advanced Openwater Upgrade when staying four or more nights 


CALL FOR DETAILS! WALKER’S CAY 


See the difference a dedicated dive resort can make. 
Our Room, Meal and Diving Packages 
make = easy. Call today. 
. j _Waiker’s Cay, Bahamas — 


Coz Zi. ne] VOTED ‘1 BEST PLACE | 


| "fale 2 meme México | my oes to Dive with 
www.scubaclubcozumel.com * 800-847-5708 “ope 


HOTEL AND MARINA 
ABACO, BAHAMAS 


1-800-WALKERS (925-5377) 


www.walkerscay.com 
info@walkerscay.com 






























equipped solo divers are every bit as 
safe—if not safer—than divers unwill- 
ingly yoked together by an arcane rule. 
Let’s be clear: Solo diving doesn't 
mean abandoning your buddy at the first 
opportunity, nor does it mean “same 
ocean” buddy diving. Properly prac- 
ticed, solo diving is a disciplined form of 
scuba rooted in careful planning and 
self-sufficiency. It requires more than 
antisocial tendencies. It requires the 
proper gear, training and attitude. 


THE GEAR 


Even the worst buddy serves at least one 
useful purpose: He carries an indepen- 
dent air supply and regulator you can use 
in case of emergency. As a solo diver, 
you ll need to carry your own air reserve, 
complete with redundant regulator. 

The size of your “buddy in a bottle” 





FOR CARD-CARRYING MEMBERS OF 
THE SOLO DIVING CONSPIRACY 


Q: Will my solo card be accepted by dive operators? 


A » Maybe not. The buddy system is the status quo and many feel that it is the 
e tried and proven system for safer diving. 

A small, but growing number of operators recognize solo certification and allow 
solo dives with the appropriate equipment and the completion of a special solo diver 
release form. Some operators use their own form, but to be safe, you should bring 
your own standardized form. 

SDI-certified solo divers can download a release form through the agency's web 
site. Print the form and carry it in your logbook, but wait to sign it. The operator will 
need to verify that your signature is real. Of course, it goes without saying that you 
should state your solo intentions when booking your dive trip to avoid confusion and 
disappointment upon arrival. 

lf your dive operator refuses to allow solo diving, you'll just have to grin and bear 
it-—at least for now. Historically, recreational dive operators have been slow to 
embrace innovation. Nitrox, dive computers, BCs and SPGs were all first met with dis- 
approval. Be a good sport, play by the rules of the buddy system and let your obvi- 
ous competence speak for the virtues of self-sufficient diving. | predict that solo 


diving will soon gain wide acceptance. In fact, I'd bet my nitrox dive computer on it. 





Wortp’s #1 MOST 
Popuiar Dive Resort 2001 


if you'd like to take your love of scuba ie and turn it into a job, then Pro Dive® 
should be your school of choice! Located right on the beach in Fort Lauderdale, Pro 
Dive was the first PADI Career Development Center in the world and PADI now rec- 
ognizes us as the “most chosen Career Development Center in the U.S.A.” Pro Dive 
offers students Ivy League class training in a real-world diving environment. And 
with dedicated job placement, Pro Dive’s placement director can be counted on to 
match you with the perfect job! 


? 


RODALE’S READERS’ € 
CHOICE AWARD WINNER © 
FOR Most POPULAR Dive 
OPERATOR 3 CONSECUTIVE YEARS 


INCLUDES: 8 days/7 nights hotel, 5 days of two- -tank morning boat dives, aad A single- 


Get a special gift when 
tank afternoon boat dives. Special: Ada $20 p/p per day breakfast/ lunch buffet. 


you sign up fora 
Phase program - 
Mention Code: USR73 


Deluxe Oceanview Jr. Suites with living area, balcony and refrigerator. And just a short 
stroll away from all the downtown excitement! 


Bay Adventures BPrcrtefieade noch: Reet 


info@bayadventures.com 


*PP DBL OCC * INCLUDES ALL TAXES * EFFECTIVE 5/1-12/18/2003 - HOLIDAY RESTRICTIONS APPLY 
CALL FOR MORE INFO AND DISCOUNT AIRFARE FROM YOUR DEPARTURE CITY! 


RNAT 





www.prodiveusa.com 
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will vary depending on depth and condi- 
tions. Compact and self-contained Spare 
Air systems are great for very shallow 
dives, but any dives you make deeper 
than 60 feet require an 18- to 30-cubic- 
foot pony bottle, with its own regulator 
and pressure gauge. 

The nature of solo diving also 


“BES 30a.0" 


demands that you carry a marker buoy or 
safety sausage, and a sonic alert device 
in case of surface emergencies. A dive 
knife is also a good idea in case you run 
into entanglements. 

As a solo diver, youll also need to 
make sure that all of your gear (regula- 
tors, BC, lights, etc.) is in top working 


Great fit, bold styling and exclusive patented-DUI features make 
this drysuit system the choice of the US Coast Guard, Navy SEALs, 
Air Force PJs...and thousands of sport divers, too. The DUI 40-year 
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order. Remember: You and you alone 
will have to deal with any problems that 
crop up under water. 


THE TRAINING 


When you begin solo diving certifica- 
tion, be ready to be humbled. The class 
starts with a rigorous skills check in 
which youll have to demonstrate profi- 
ciency and comfort performing basic 
water skills including mask removal, 
regulator recovery, emergency ascents 
and superior buoyancy control. 

If you pass the skills test (you might 
not; ask about refund policies in 
advance), youll learn a new set of dive 
planning skills including how to esti- 
mate air consumption for a dive and how 
to rig an appropriate bailout system. 
Then youll practice using the bailout 
until it becomes a reflexive reaction. 

After that, you'll go on two of the 
toughest dives of your life. You'll have to 
complete detailed dive plans and run 
advanced navigation patterns—all while 
dealing effectively with a number of 





THE SOLO DEBATE 


In the often heated debate over solo diving, 
both sides agree on one fact: The majority 
of dive accidents occur when buddies 
become separated. 

Proponents of the buddy system use this 
fact to argue the simple logic that two 
divers are better able to handle problems 
than one. They also argue that diving is a 
social activity meant to be shared. 

Proponents of solo diving, however, look 
at the statistics and ask a pointed question: 
lf divers are more likely to be injured when 
they are inadvertently separated from their 
buddies, why not train them to be more 
self-sufficient? They also argue that divers 
should not be saddied with the responsibili- 
ty for another diver’s safety. 

Who's right? That’s for you to decide. 





































































































emergency scenarios visited upon you 
by your instructor. These simulated 
emergencies will start without any 
advance warning. You'll be expected to 
respond calmly and proficiently, without 
assistance. Finally, you will have to 
demonstrate the ability to swim 200 
meters on the surface in full equipment, 
and at a reasonable pace. 


THE ATTITUDE 


To enroll in a solo certification class, you 
must be at least 21, have 100 or more 
properly logged dives and hold an 
advanced open water certification. 

But just as important is the right atti- 
tude. The freedom of solo diving comes 
with responsibility—to assess the risks, 
to stay within your limits, and to take 
complete responsibility for your safety. 


THE END OF BUDDY 
DIVING? 


Will solo diving replace buddy diving? 
Of course not. In most situations and for 
most recreational divers, the buddy sys- 
tem makes sense—so long as both divers 
understand the buddy team concept is 
designed to combine their strengths, not 
compensate for their weaknesses. 

Early dive training programs adopted 
the idea of a mandatory buddy system 
from swim training programs of the day. 
It made a lot of sense at the time, given 
that early scuba gear was far less reliable 
than it is today. However, divers were 
still trained to be self-sufficient in cours- 
es that were much more intense than 
today’s typical certification class. Unfor- 
tunately, as equipment and training have 
evolved, the buddy system has become a 
crutch for many divers, rather than the 
safety net it was designed to be. 

Solo diving is just another option for 
the advanced recreational diver. It’s 
scarcely different from any other form of 
technical or specialty dive training in 
that it allows experienced divers the free- 
dom and pleasure of exploring the sport 











to the fullest. Some divers who complete ( GET TRAINING ) 
solo training never dive alone, but rather 
READY TO GO SOLO? 


Great. Now go get certified. So 





buddies. Even more importantly, when 








these divers are accidentally separated far, only one agency, Scuba Div- 








from their buddies, solo training makes ing International (SDI), offers 
instruction. Tel: (888) 778-9073. 


Web: www.tdisdi.com. 








them less likely to become statistics in 
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support of the buddy system. 
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PRIMARY LIGHT 


Power up from 7.5 to 15 watts with 

the flip of a Switch. Designed with the 

ever changing light output requirements 

of diving in mind, the Shockwave tl offers 
divers the flexibility of choosing the necessary 
dmount of light for every aspect of their dive. 


BURGE. 
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MULTI - PURPOSE LIGHT "= 


Ergonomically designed, Surge fits easily and 

comfortably in your hand. Powered by (8} AA 

batteries, this light pumps out an amazing 7.0 watts 

of screaming power. AS a result of it’s unique space 
Saving/parallel battery design, the Surge will operate on 
[4] AA batteries with reduced burn time, A combination 

of output, light weight and 3-5 hour burn time makes Surge 
the must have multi purpuse dive light. 


BEA STAR. 


PERSONAL 


LOCATOR LIGHT 


A vital part of every diver’s equipment, the 
Sea Star personal locator light is perfect 
for those low visibility and dark night dives. 
The flashing red L.£.0. will burn in excess 
of 500+ hours ona Set of batteries. 
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For all divers— new and 
experienced— Princeton Tec 
offers one package that 
holds the only 3 lights 
you'll need for all 

your diving adventures. 
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Age Advice 


As baby boomers become graying boomers, more older divers 
are taking the plunge. Inspiring? Yes. But are they safe? 
BY SELENE YEAGER 





VERY YEAR, 4 million Americans hit the big 5-0. 

Every single day, 5,500 turn 6s. It’s a time for rest, relax- 
ation and repose—yeah, right. Unlike generations past, today’s older adults 
would rather celebrate their newfound seniority on a shipwreck at 100 feet 
than on a cruise ship playing shuffleboard. 

Fifty, sixty and beyond just don’t sound as old to us as they used to. 
What's more, older divers often have more free time and fatter bank accounts 
to spend on lengthy dive vacations in exotic locales. Given the choice, we all 
want to dive forever. But some worry that they're putting their life at risk by 
not “acting their age.” 

“We don't know as much about the aging process as wed like, especially 
how it affects a sport like scuba,” admits Richard Moon, M.D., clinical direc- 
tor of the Duke Center for Hyperbaric Medicine and Environmental Physiol- 
ogy. “Most scuba studies have been done on Navy divers—young, fit men. 
Older divers? Older women divers? There’s very little research there.” 

We do know that advancing years bring a natural physical decline, as well 
as a slew of age-related health issues such as hardening of the arteries and pul- 
monary disease that can spell high risk for divers. “Generally speaking, how- 
ever, healthy divers of any age can enjoy the sport safely. They just have to be 
smart about their potential limitations,” says Dr. Moon. 
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THE GREAT GAS 
EXCHANGE 


The biggest worry many older divers 
have should actually be their small- 
est—namely, getting bent. 

A few years ago, some DAN- 
sponsored researchers used a 
Doppler device to detect venous gas 
emboli (“bubbles”) over the hearts of 
divers. They found 30 percent more 
bubbles in divers who were in their 
late sos than those in their early 30s. 
They concluded that maybe it 
wouldn't be such a bad idea for folks 
over 60 to stick to shallow waters. 

When researchers have tried to 
find a direct connection between age 
and decompression illness, they 
come up empty-handed, says long- 
time diver Lewis Kohl, M.D., chair- 
man of emergency medicine at Long 
Island College Hospital in Brooklyn, 
N.Y. “It’s true that pulmonary func- 
tion naturally declines over time. But 
if you are healthy and reasonably fit, 
age doesn't automatically increase 
your risk for getting bent.” 

Likewise, advancing age doesn't 
increase your risk of carbon dioxide 
retention—a condition that can 
cause confusion and _ seizures, 
according to a Duke University 
study. “We wanted to see how age 
affected the ability to balance oxygen 
and carbon dioxide under the water 
pressures of a normal dive,” says 
study researcher Dr. Moon. To their 
surprise, after a 60-foot, 45-minute 
dive, the older divers (ages 58 to 74) 
retained slightly more carbon diox- 
ide, but it was clinically insignificant 
when compared to the younger 
divers (ages 19 to 39). 


THE FITNESS 
FACTOR 

Bubbles and carbon dioxide aside, 
there are changes that happen with 
age that increase your risks under 
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YOUR BOODY 


water, says Dr. Kohl. Most importantly, 
your exercise capacity takes a dip. Your 
heart and lung function diminish, so you 
tire faster; you lose muscle tissue and 
strength, and as anyone over 30 knows, 
it gets harder to touch your toes as con- 
nective tissue becomes tight and stiff. 

Newbies over 50—40 if they have 
risk factors for heart disease—should 
have their fitness evaluated, preferably 
with a stress test, by their doctor before 
they start diving, says Dr. Moon. “About 
30 percent of people with heart disease 
become aware of it in sudden death. 
Another 30 percent become aware of it 
in a terrible event like a heart attack. It’s 
much better to learn about a heart condi- 
tion in a doctor's office than 60 feet 
under water and 1,000 miles from a 
decent hospital.” 

Likewise, if you haven't dived in a 
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few years, get a checkup, urges Jeffrey 
Wilks, Ph.D., director of the Centre for 
Tourism and Risk Management at the 
University of Queensland in Australia. 
“Industry evidence shows that those 
who continue diving regularly maintain 
their diving skills and fitness. But we see 
people who dived once 20 years ago, 
who turn up again having gained 
weight, and maybe developed some 
health condition. They're the ones who 
are likely to get into trouble.” 


AGE-RELATED ILLS 


Bumper-sticker wisdom tells us that “no 
one gets out of this life alive!” Well, darn 
few get out without a few nagging health 
conditions along the way, either. Here 
are some ailments common to older 
divers to watch out for: 

HEART DISEASE. High choles- 
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terol. Hypertension. Hardening of the 
arteries. All can increase your risk for 
heart attack down below. Again, get 
your doc’s OK if you haven't been div- 
ing or are at high risk. If you take blood- 
pressure medications, tell your doctor 
you re a diver, so you get a prescription 
that fits your active lifestyle. 

LUNG DISEASE. “Many older 
people today are former smokers,” says 

Kohl. “If you're one, get a pul- 
monary test. It’s quick, cheap and could 
save yout life.” 

OSTEOPOROSIS. With age, 
bones naturally thin. When they get 
dangerously thin, you have osteoporosis. 
The big risk here is tripping and falling 
on deck, because the likelihood of 
breaking bones is high. 

DIABETES. Diving with diabetes 
is controversial. Some experts say yes; 
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YOUR BODY 


others no. “If youve ever had a hypo- 
glycemic reaction, however, I would 
advise against diving,” says Dr. Kohl. 

ARTHRITIS. If your joints are so 
stiff and painful that you can’t readily 
clear your mask or get a slipped fin back 
on, you should think twice about diving, 
says Dr. Kohl. 


DIVE ‘TIL YOU DROP 
Let’s face it: Golf is OK, but you really 
want to swim over reefs with schools of 
candy-colored fish until your grand 
finale. Here are some commonsense pre- 
cautions that ll help keep you safe. 
KEEP MOVING! Regular exercise 
slows age-related declines in physical 
ability and helps prevent heart disease, 
diabetes, obesity and more. “Being 
physically active is essential for diving 
longevity,” says Dr. Kohl. Ideally, your 
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routine should include 30 to 45 minutes 
of cardio like walking or swimming most 
days a week; weight training twice a 
week to maintain your muscle and 
strength, and some yoga or stretching to 
retain and restore flexibility. “Get your 
doctor's OK, and start with just a 20- 
minute walk around the neighborhood,” 
suggests Dr. Kohl. 

LIGHTEN UP. Weight-integrated 
BCs are convenient, but they place the 
weight forward in a position that can be 
tough to carry for older adults with tight 
backs and weak quadriceps. “It makes 
more sense for older adults to carry their 
weight around their waist in a stable 
position, says Dr. Kohl. 

ADJUST YOUR THERMOSTAT. 
As we get older, our internal climate 
control becomes a little rusty, making it 
harder for us to cool down when it’s hot 
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cold. 


“Hypothermia is a concern in the water; 


and keep warm when it’s 
and hyperthermia is a risk between 
dives,” says Dr. Kohl. Staying physically 
fit helps offset this risk somewhat. But 
be smart: Bring extra layers, wear appro- 
priate dive attire, and don’t sit on deck 
and bake in a 7mm wetsuit if it’s an hour 
and a half until your next dive. 

USE YOUR HEAD. You didnt 
reach this age by being stupid, and this 
is no time to start. “These days, I avoid 
heavy currents and seas that are over 
three to five feet,” says, Dick Stern, a 73- 
year-old diver from Florida. “Recently, I 
went out for a 120-foot wreck dive. I 
heard the divemaster talking about the 
currents, and I put my tank back on 
board and waited for the next dive. I 
know there'll always be another dive, 
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and I want to be around for it.” 
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SCUBA 101 


Get Neutral 


stay ahead of it. BY JOHN FRANCIS 





( sTEP 1 ) 


When it comes to buoyancy, the only constant is change. Here's how to 






MINIMIZE THE LEAD. When you wear too much lead around your waist, you'll need 


to compensate by putting more air in your BC. With too much air, your buoyancy will fluc- 


tuate more as you move up and down in the water column, making it harder to achieve 


neutral buoyancy. What's the smallest amount of lead you should be diving with? If you can 


hover at your 15-foot safety stop with only 500 psi in your tank and no air in your BC, 


you've got the right amount of weight. Many divers add weight to help them get below 


the surface. You should relax and empty your lungs instead. 


( sTEP 2 ) 

BE PATIENT. Sinking? Need to add air? 
Many divers hold the inflate button down 
until they stop sinking. That’s too much air— 
it can take five seconds for the air you added 
to overcome your downward momentum. 
Holding the inflate button for even one sec- 
ond is a lot unless you’re sinking fast, which 
probably means you're overweighted. Add 


less and less air as you approach neutral 


buoyancy until you're making tiny additions. 
And wait about five seconds between them. 
Rising and need to vent air? Same drill: Let 


out small burps and be patient. 


(STEP 3 

CHECK YOUR BUOYANCY. You're 
neutrally buoyant if you rise slightly when 
you inhale and sink when you exhale. Again, 


be patient. Keep your arms and fins sta- 
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If you're truly neutral, you'll rise a little with 
each inhale and sink with each exhale. 


tionary to check this. Many divers are always 





finning upward a little, which makes them 
seem neutral when they're really negative- 


ly buoyant. 


( sTEP 4 ) 
ANTICIPATE CHANGES. Once you've 


found neutral buoyancy, the game isn’t over. 








Buoyancy will change as soon as you move 
up or down. Even if you maintain the same 
depth, your buoyancy will increase as you 
breathe down your tank. A standard tank 
gets about five pounds lighter as it empties. 
The key to managing these changes is to 
expect them, look for them and add or dump 


a little air as soon as you can. 


( STEP-5.) 

ASCEND BY FINNING. You will 
become more positively buoyant as you 
ascend, so don’t start your ascent by adding 
air to your BC. The bubble you add will begin 
expanding immediately, and your positive 
buoyancy will be accelerated, possibly 
putting you into an out-of-control ascent. 
Uncontrolled ascents are the major cause of 
arterial gas embolism, a dangerous form 
of DCS. Instead, fin upward and start dump- 
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ing air from your BC immediately. 
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Enjoy our intimate personalized service, 
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A Burning Q 








Do divers and firefighters use the same equipment? Not exactly. 





O: I’ve noticed that firefighters wear what looks an awful lot like full-face scuba 
gear when they go into burning buildings. Is their air system any different from 
my scuba rig? Can | dive with a fireman's air pack? —Wayne Forrester, via e-mail 


A: People often ask about the differences between the self-contained breathing appa- 
ratus (SCBA) used by emergency services workers and the self-contained underwater 
breathing apparatus (SCUBA) used by divers. Both types of units serve the same vital 
purpose, allowing relatively fragile human beings to breathe in hostile environments, 
but there are substantial differences. Bottom line, Wayne: You wouldn't want to dive in 
a firefighter’s air pack, and a fireman wouldn't want to rush into a burning building 
wearing your scuba gear. 

For starters, SCBAs are designed for use at one atmosphere of pressure. Unlike 
dive gear, it can't compensate for the increasing ambient pressure of depth. 

Youre probably familiar with the first and second stage configuration of the typical 
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scuba regulator. The SCBA is config- 
ured a little differently, with both the 
first and second stage functions per- 
formed in one housing. A high-pressure 
hose runs from the supply cylinder to the 
regulator, which is mounted on the 
back, the chest or the waistband of the 
harness. This regulator reduces the pres- 
sure to a usable level and feeds into a 
full-face mask. 

When the firefighter inhales, the 
SCBA regulator delivers air to the mask 
on demand. Because smoke, poisonous 
gases and other hazardous materials can 
penetrate the mask, the SCBA regulator 
also maintains a constant, but very 
slight, positive pressure (imagine your 
regulator with a slight freeflow). Should 
the mask seal crack, this pressurized air 
prevents hazardous materials from rush- 
ing in. The downside is that exhalation 
requires more effort. 

SCBA systems also use smaller, 
lighter cylinders ranging in pressure 
from 2,200 to 4,500 psi, which give the 
firefighter ample air supply and a greater 
freedom of movement. Dive cylinders 
are larger because you use more air for 
every breath as you go deeper. Remem- 
ber: You require twice as much air at 33 
feet as you do at the surface, three times 
as much at 66 feet, four times as much at 
99 feet and so on. 

The firefighter also has two addition- 
al safety devices at his disposal: One is a 
low-pressure warning device that sounds 
an alarm when his tank pressure is low. 
The other is an emergency bypass valve 
that allows him to deliver air manually to 
the mask should the regulator fail. 

Will SCBA units work under water? 
Probably, at least in shallow water, but 
they aren’ really designed for it and 
would require a complete overhaul after 
every submersion. 

Finally, don’t confuse the SCBA sys- 
tems of firefighters with the full-face 
masks often worn by public safety 
divers. Positive-pressure dive masks 
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have two-stage scuba regulators that can 
handle the pressure changes of diving 
and attach to standard scuba cylinders. 
—MICHAEL ANGE 





BUBBLE TROUBLE 


Q: My compass has developed a 
bubble. Is it still safe to use, or is this 


a defect? —Leon Joel, Los Angeles, Calif. 


A: So has mine. In fact, it happens all 
the time because the body of the com- 
pass expands and contracts with heat at 
a different rate than does the oil inside. 
Eventually it sucks a little air inside 
through a minute opening somewhere in 


Belmar Oceanfront Satnents 

Bonaire's finest in luxury apartments! Spacious accommodations, 
PADI 5-Star diving along with pool, a center, privafe»dock and 
spectacular views of the Caribbean fro your oversized baloony. 


ery; Tel: 1-888-655-0605 / 781-821-5650 » Fax: 781-821-1568 
© Email: Belmar @travelmarketing.com * Website: www.belmar-bonaire.com 


Buddy Dive Resort 

Home of the "Drive and Dive!" PADI 5-Star oceanfront resort is 
known for its casual atmosphere, personable staff and charming 1, 
2 & 3 Bedroom apartments with Buddy Reef a giant stride away! 


Tel: 1-866-GO-BUDDY (462-8339) / 781-821-5650 » Fax: 781-821-1568 
Website: www buddydive.com * Email: buddydive@ travelmarketing.com 


Plaza Resort Bonaire 

Bonaire's luxury oceanfront resort that "has it all!" Spacious suites 
and villas, PAD! 5-Star dive center, Aquakids, first class dining & 
amenities and more on Bonaire's finest beach! 


Tel: 1-800-766-6016 / 781-821-6016 * Fax: 781-821-1568 
Email: usa@plazaresortbonaire.com 
Website: www.plazaresortbonaire.com 


Plaza Villas ~ Port Bonaire 

Home of Bonaire's "Dive College” - PADI 5-Star IDC center. 26 styl- 
ish 1 and 2+ Bedroom apartments overlook the gardens, pool and 
ocean! (Share amenities with Plaza Resort Bonaire.) 


Tel: 1-800-766-6016 /781-821-6016 « Fax: 781-821-1568 
Email: usa@plazavillas.com « Website: www.plazavillas.com 


Sun Oceanfront Apartments 

Vibrant apartments, pool & dive shop just steps from the quaint shops and 
restaurants of Bonaire's charming capital with spectacular views of the 
Caribbean Sea and Klein Bonaire. 


Tel: 1-800-766-6016 / 781-821-6016 + Fax: 781-821-1568 
Email: sales @travelmarketing.com 
Website: www.sunoceanfront.com 


Contact your favorite travel specialist or call: 


SUE 


3 Weekly 
Glramypauire F lights 





order to equalize pressure. Once inside 
it's there forever, because when the pres- 
sure inside becomes positive it will be 
oil, not air, that is expelled. 

Taking the compass on an airplane 
may be the culprit, as the airliner is pres- 
surized to about 4,000 feet. The cabin 
pressure provides an even greater oppor- 
tunity for the air to breach into the com- 
pass. This is a more prevalent problem 
in larger compasses that have a bellows 
attached to the oil cavity to do the 
expanding and contracting. The bellows 
frequently fail or leak, causing bubbles. I 
have a much larger bubble in that com- 
pass compared to my smaller one. 

Don't take your compass on planes 
and keep it out of extreme heat and cold 
to prevent or at least slow down the 
problem. The bubble won't do any harm 
as long as it is fairly small. Readability is 
the real issue. —-JOHN FRANCIS 


CRIMINAL OVERFILL? 
QO: My dive buddy and | typically 
dive around 140 to 150 feet using 
low-pressure 104-cubic-foot tanks 
overfilled to 2,800 to 3,000 psi. 
Recently, | asked a fill station to do 
this and the store person told me that 
going beyond 2,640 psi is a federal 
offense. Is this true? The tank is eight 
months old and rated “+”. | did not 
see anything on the Department of 
Transportation's web site about this. 


--Peter Goebel, via e-mail 


A: You're not going to jail, Peter. He’s 
mistaken. The “+” mark, stamped on the 
cylinder to indicate that the tank can be 
filled to 10 percent above its working 
pressure, is good until the first hydro 
test, which is five years from new. Dur- 
ing that time, it can be filled to 110 per- 
cent of service pressure, which is 2,900 
psi in your case. Theoretically, the posi- 
tive rating can be renewed at the first 
hydro, but it’s hard to find a hydro shop 
to do it. 















After five years, it is illegal to fill 
above the service pressure, according to 
Bill High, a recognized authority on 
scuba cylinders. He says: “The popular 
practice of overfilling all cylinders with- 
out regard to actual service pressure lim- 
its is unwise, illegal and dangerous.” 

Of course, the bottom line is that, 
legal or not, the fill station guy is not 
required to do it. —J.F. 


STAYING BELOW THE 
CLOUDS 


QO: if you're driving from a weekend 
diving destination, what's the best 
way to determine altitude differential 
to stay within the 1,000-foot guide- 
lines? Let’s assume I’m not driving to 
Denver. —via e-mail 


A: If you're traveling in the mountains 
after a dive, your only real options are to 
check a topographical map of the areas 
you will commute through or to use an 
instrument like an altimeter or GPS to 
monitor elevation. Follow the guidelines 
on your dive tables or the no fly time 
indicator on your computer before driv- 
ing to altitudes above 1,000 feet. 
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SCUBA 911 


QO: After reviewing your October 
2002 issue's article on dive insurance, 
! purchased PADI Diver Protection. | 
was surprised to learn that preautho- 
rization is required for air evacuation. 
This seems like a policy that isn't in 
the best interests of the injured diver. 
Do the policies of other dive insurance 
companies have the same or similar 
rules? —Chris Ramey, via e-mail 


A: The clause about preauthorization 
before air evacuation applies if you are 
already in the hospital and need to be 
returned to the states via air. In that case, 
your smart first call is to PADI or DAN 
(whichever insurance you have) and not 
just for authorization. Both organizations 
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subcontract to traveler's assist companies 
who know exactly how to do this. They 
have arranged hundreds of evacuations 
before and know who to contact. You 
don't, and it’s likely that neither does the 
local hospital. 

In an emergency situation, where 
youre out on the water after suffering a 


















































massive hit or some other injury that 
requires rescue or emergency trans- 
portation, reauthorization is not 
required. Once you reach a hospital or 
clinic, your first call ought to be to 
DAN or PADI anyway for advice on the 
next step. That shouldnt delay emer- 


gency care. —-J.F. @ 










Honduras 


] night chews Dolphin * Scuba Camp just s600* per child 
Weekly programs for ages 5-14 offered May-Aug, 2003 


* Based on max of one child per adult, staying 
in same room. 16% hotel tax not included. 





For the perfect family vacation call 


800.443.0717 / 954.929.0090 


or visit www.anthonyskey.com 





| Miles of 
q pristine barrier 
reefs & walls. 
Wild parrots 

& fiery sunsets. 
Rustic bungalows 
on the shore. 


Dolphins that kiss. 
Horseback rides 

in the surf. Kayaking, 
hiking, jungle treks. 


Roatan « Bay Islands 


Drift diving 

by moonlight, 

shark & turtle encounters, 
beach picnics 
under a coconut 
canopy. Five-star 
PAD} training 

and Dolphin Scuba 
Camp for kids. 


Around here, 
every day 
is anew 


adventure. 
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How’d He Do That? 
i 


plain next to the reef, alongside a six-foot spiral wire coral. Aiming my camera up, I use hand signals to get my 
model into position. But this isn’t Still Life 101, and just as I’m about to shoot, the model is swept away in the current. She fights her 
way back into position again and again, and after a half-dozen attempts—and a little luck—I'm finally able to nail the shot. 


VERYTHING IS IN PLACE, 115 feet down on a reef off Ari Atoll in the Maldives: I’ve settled onto a sandy 


Camera & Settings: Nikonos RS, 13mm fisheye lens and two Nikon SB-104 strobes, f-11, 1/125 second. 
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N AN ideal world, 

wed all be taking 
photos in 84-degree water, calm seas and 
100-foot visibility. But Mother Ocean 
often works against us, and we have to 
learn tricks to bring home the shot 
regardless of the conditions. 
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Shooting 
in Current 


You've got three choices: Fight it, 
duck it, or give in and go with the 
flow. —TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY STEPHEN FRINK 


Extreme current is one of the condi- 
tions that make underwater imaging a 
challenge. So, if it’s so hard to shoot in 
current, why bother? For the same rea- 
son people rob banks: That’s where the 
goods are. Currents nourish both hard 
and soft corals, and attract reef dwellers 
and pelagics. Healthy, colorful coral and 
abundant marine life is often the lure 
that draws underwater photographers 
into the “Flow Zone.” 

Some of the most photogenic diving 


SUEY 20s 


Use the current to yqur advantage by 
letting it push you closer to your subject. 
But be prepared to shoot quickly. 


in the world occurs on current-swept 
sites, from the offshore pinnacles of 
Cocos Island and the straits of British 
Columbia to the channels of the Mal- 
dives and the atoll passes of Tahiti. But 
in many of these locales, tides and off- 
shore currents can move water at such 
velocity that a diver can feel pretty help- 
less. On the first day of some live-aboard 
cruises, the crew will issue emergency 
horns, safety sausages or signal mirrors 
to divers. If that happens to you, it’s safe 
to assume currents will rage at some 
point during the trip. Here are a few tips 
to help you bring home the hot shot 
from fast waters. 
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CUSTOMIZE THE TOOLS 


There are ways to make diving in cur- 
rent a bit easier. You never want your 
gauges to dangle and drag on the coral, 
but in current it’s even more important 
because an errant console or alternate 
second stage can get wedged in a 
crevice. Hose clips and retractors will 


keep your gear close—and off the reef. 
A regulator that is tuned to breathe 
easily in normal conditions may free- 
flow with a stiff current pushing against 
the purge. Look for a reg that you can 
adjust on the fly. A strong current can 
push you into sharp rocks or coral, so 
youll want a good wetsuit to provide 


both thermal and abrasion protection. A 
low-profile mask is less likely than a big- 
ger mask to be ripped loose when turned 
sideways to the current. And, of course, 
you ll want powerful fins for maneuver- 
ing or moving up-current if you need to. 

Certain camera equipment is better 
suited to working in current as well. As 


the underwater photo industry embraces 
a wide variety of camera housings and 
multisegmented ball-joint arms that may 
be perfect for capturing that elusive 
blenny with a 105mm macro lens, there 
is still a strong argument to be made for 
the keep-it-simple philosophy of using a 
Nikonos V with a 15mm or 20mm lens. 
Once distance is properly estimated, the 
large depth of field is very forgiving of 
focus problems, and the whole package 





NEKTON 


WORLD’S MOST STABLE LIVE-ABOARDS 


SMOOTH SAILING 


ph Pande presents very little water resistance. 
— Housed systems can work well in 
current too, but smaller domes are easier 
to handle than massive fisheye ports. 
DIVERSE DIVING Many of the digital cameras available 
today are tiny and perfect for shooting in 
current. Wide-angle zoom lenses offer 


excellent compositional latitude, particu- 


7 Wor.p-CLAss 
DESTINATIONS 


BE PREPARED 


When diving in areas known to have 


ANNOUNCING 
NEW ITINERARIES 


Mona Island ¢ Includes Isla Monita and Isla Desecheo * Dec.-April 2004 
Cay Lobos ¢ 11 Miles Northeast of Cuba « April-October 2003 
Northwestern Bahamas ¢ Wild Dolphin Swim * May-September 2003 
Nekton Diving Cruises now offers seven exciting itineraries aboard our super- 
stable SWATH vessels, Nekton Pilot and Rorqual, providing first-class accommo- 


dations, world-class diving from the elevating dive platform and a dive vacation 
you'll never forget. 


strong currents, take these precautions 
for your safety. 

EQUIP YOURSELF Before enter- 
ing the water, have a safety sausage and 
know how to use it. If you’re separated 
from your boat, the inflated orange tube 
will show up above any surface chop and 
significantly enhance your visibility. 

LISTEN UP Pay special attention to 
the predive briefing. Any given dive site 
has a fixed topography, and therefore 


— ssreune ives, 5 only a limited bag of tricks. An experi- 


© peameusuanaune enced local diver who knows the weath- 


eemererdeumanessen worenalee er and the state of the tide can predict 
pretty accurately what currents you'll 


find there. 


(800) UW-WORLD ® (800) 899-6753 © (954) 463-9324 © FAx (954) 463-8938 
WWW.NEKTONCRUISES.COM 
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larly if your movement is restricted, such 
as when youre using a reef hook or hid- 
ing in the lee of a coral head. 

One of the hardest things about 
shooting in a strong current is aiming 
the strobe. Some ball-joint arms won't 
support a strobe in a current, particularly 
when a large or heavy strobe head pres- 
ents significant water resistance. But 
there are certain arms that are well-suit- 
ed to the task. Ikelite makes a very 
robust ball-joint arm, and Ultralight 
integrates O-rings into its arm balls so 
the clamp locks down with greater secu- 
rity. I find that the standard ball joints on 
my TLC arms aren't up to the high-cur- 
rent challenge, so I have replaced their 
ball-joint assembly with the levered Del- 
rin clamps available from Seacam. 

While a variety of stability-enhanced 
strobe arms are available these days, the 
simple angled post of a Nikonos SB-105 
works well in current. Its relative lack of 
articulation can be frustrating in normal 
dive situations, but in strong current, 
arms like these are an elegant and fool- 
proof alternative. 


HOOK IN 


Reef hooks are great way to help you 
remain stationary in a stiff current. The 
hook’s sturdy cord attaches to an anchor 
point on the BC, and then the hook is 
lodged into a part of the reef, leaving the 
diver to wave like a pennant in the 
breeze. On most sites, there’s plenty of 
coral rubble or barren rock to support 
the tip of a blunt reef hook without dam- 
age. Using a reef hook, the diver has two 
hands free to view and manipulate cam- 
era controls. 

With divers anchored in place, photo 
subjects like sharks get acclimated to the 
presence of divers. The elusive predators 
approach stationary divers more closely 
than free-swimming divers. Since we 
can’t outswim them, we have to make 
them trust us or ignore us. Being one 
with the reef is a good strategy. 
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Often, reef hooks are used at the 
mouth of a current or along a deep ledge 
close to the open ocean. The incoming 
tide concentrates nutrients and clear 
water in one small area, enhancing photo 
opportunities. Divers stay hooked to the 
reef as long as their bottom time, air or 
film remains; then theyll release their 


Spectacular Beaches 
Tennis Courts 
Watersports 
Tropical A/C Rooms 


hooks, blow off the reef, and complete 
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their offgas time in a blue-water drift. 


TUCK IN 


Finding a lee—ducking behind an 
obstruction—is another good way to 
deal with a current. Shipwrecks like the 
Duane and Spiegel Grove off Key Largo 


saWan 


Beach Resort 
Dive & Marina 


Tasty meals 
incredible Diving 
Swimming Pool 
Breathtaking Sunsets 





www.fantasyislandresort.com 





PHOTOGRAPHY 


had to be sunk in about 120 feet of water 
to avoid becoming hazards to naviga- 
tion. Depending on wind, tides and 
other meteorological variables, the same 
Gulf Stream current that provides crys- 
tal-clear visibility can create difficult 
dive conditions. Divers may have to 
struggle, pulling hand-over-hand down 


the mooring line, but once they get on 
the ship, they can find plenty of places to 
hide from the current. Tucked into a lee, 
they can relax, control their air con- 
sumption and get their shots. 

How do you get back to the same 
mooring line so you—and your cam- 
era—can make it safely to the boat? 


For Reservations Call: 


1-800-282-8932 


e-mail: utl@roatan.com * www.utilalodge.com Way 


Your Specialist in Honduras Travel Since 1981 


1-800-282-8932 


phone: 352-588-4132 « fax: 352-588-4158 
email: info@roatan.com « www.roatan.com 
















Some dive operators drop their divers off 
on the bow line, letting them drift the 
length of the ship and then pick them up 
on the stern. This takes some planning 
by the dive crew—and proper execution 
by the diver—but it lets a stiff current 
work to your advantage. 

Shipwrecks aren't the only sites 
where you can use this technique. Find- 
ing a coral crevice to tuck into off Cocos 
Island or the Galapagos is a good way to 
get close to hammerheads. Not only will 
it provide a lee from the current and pro- 
long bottom time by reducing the 
amount of energy you have to expend, it 
also helps you control your breathing 
and minimize motion, which are the best 
ways (short of a rebreather) to get close 
to these beautiful but shy animals. 


DRIFT ON 


While the first two techniques are ways 
to reasonably resist current, the Zen 
approach is even easier: Drifting along 
with the current, capturing subjects as 
they pass. Depending on the speed of 
the current, this can be fun and produc- 
tive. Take a dive like the Wax Cay Cut 
in the Exumas. Here, gorgeous 
turquoise water pushes through a pass in 
the reef on the incoming tide. As the 
water compresses through the nozzle, 
velocity dramatically increases. Divers 
fly past fish and pristine coral reef, 
inspiring and frustrating photographers. 

The best strategy here is to plan 
ahead. Too often, by the time you con- 
ceive the photo and aim the strobe, 
you Il blow by the set-up with no way to 
get back. Visualize your shots well in 
advance, use the current to edge closer 
to the subject, and be ready to nail the 
shot quickly. 

You may find some rubble to anchor 
yourself briefly, but resistance is often 
futile and counterproductive. After all, 
there are no doubt more beautiful sub- 
jects just a bit farther down-current. Go 


with the flow, and enjoy. SD) 


























































Advertisement 


A Career to Dive For 

If you love to dive, are a motivated self- 
starter, and seek some of the closest cama- 
raderie available in the civilian world, then a 
career in commercial diving may be ideal— 
and The Ocean Corporation may be the 
ideal place to start. 





"This is a great industry for someone who doesn’t want to work behind a desk," says Ocean Corporation's 
president and principal owner, John S. Wood. "Our job starts where the land stops—which includes two- 
thirds of the world’s surface." 

The Ocean Corporation has been training commercial divers since 1969 and the resulting reputation 
means Ocean Corp graduates are among the most sought-after in the industry. Their 30-week program is 
renowned for its quality, conditions, and results. Ocean Corp graduates become highly-skilled underwater 
construction workers, able to handle a wide variety of tasks in varied places and conditions. 

Wood says personal attention is the key. "Potential, current, and past students all know they can pick up 
the phone and talk to me personally," Wood states. "In addition, when you graduate, you become part of our 
alumni fraternity—and that means a lot in this small and fraternal industry," continues Wood. 

The Houston area is also an ideal location to learn. Train- 
ing takes place in a clean and safe environment, with the warm 
water making learning comfortable. The Houston location also 
means future employers visit the school often, in that a majority 
of commercial diving’s billed hours happen in the Gulf of Mexi- 
co. Another important factor is the lower cost of living, making 
the 30-week stay economical. 

This all means The Ocean Corporation is the place to con- 
tact if you think commercial diving is for you. Just pick up the 
phone or visit their extensive web site to learn more. 













Ocean Corporation 
Toll Tree. BUU-321-0200 | 
Web site: www.oceancorp.com 
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Join the Splash! in 
Roatan for Extra Value 
and Summer Fun. 


Roatan Charter, specialist in vacation dive 
travel in the Bay Islands since 1981, has wrapped | 
up an economical package with an extra splash for | 
divers and their non-diving companions this sum- | 
mer. From June 1 to the last weekend in August, 
your CoCo View Resort package or Playa Miguel 
Beach House rental includes lots of Summer 
Splash! extras. There are guided island tours, parties, entertainment, gifts, competitions, and prizes for everyone. 
Use CoCo Bucks for boutique purchases, spa services, or even to pay your bar tab. Receive a $25 certificate good for 
any scuba certification or instruction course at Dockside Dive Center, the on-premise PADI 5-Star dive shop, plus 
free snorkel instruction and snorkel gear rental for non-divers. 

Summer Splash! is the perfect time to get together with family and friends and share your diving enthusiasm in 
a relaxed "dedicated diver" atmosphere. 





CoCo View 

CoCo View Resort is one of the few true dedicated diving resorts left in the world. It features all-inclusive 
rates, unlimited diving, superb shore diving, topside fun, and a full fitness center and spa. All 25 rooms have 
balconies or porches that open to the sea. 

CoCo View is the only dedicated dive resort with true 24/7 barrier reef wall diving from shore. Plus, the 
four 50-foot dive boats were designed to exacting standards—there's even a mid-ship entry hatch. 


Playa Miguel Beach Houses 

Just a short walk down the beach, or an even shorter bicycle ride on the complimentary bicycles, you'll find 
five lovely two- and three-bedroom oceanfront houses in the Playa Miguel rental program. They are equipped 
with full kitchens, maid service, and linens. Of course, dive packages are available from CoCo View. 


Dockside Dive Center 

The final partner in your Summer Splash! vacation is the 
PADI 5-Star dive center located right on the CoCo View boat 
dock. You can use your $25 Summer Splash! certificate toward 
upgrading your scuba status or donate it toward getting that non- 
diving friend or family member certified. 


OOLACTL. 


Roatan Charter 
Toll free: 800-282-8932 
International: 352-588-4132 
Email: ssplash@roatan.com 
Web site: www.roatan.com/ssplash 
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Bob Brayman’s International Diving Career Institute at Hall's 


Lucrative Careers in Paradise 
The International Diving Career Institute at Hall's provides 
training for serious people looking to start new and lucrative 
careers in diving. For more than 20 years, the exclusive Flori- 
da Keys training programs at Hall's have gone far beyond the 
ordinary for dive industry employers. 


els en 

Located in Marathon at Faro Blanco Resort and Hall’s Diving Center, the Institute’s extensive copyrighted programs 
include comprehensive Instructor/Divemaster training at a REAL dive center resort. Further training options include 
Rebreather, Technical, Diver Propulsion Vehicles, Wet Submarines, Underwater Communications, Business Opera- 

tions/Sales, Equipment Repair, Digital Photography/Videography, and Computer Editing. 
No previous experience is necessary and complete financing is available to those who qualify. Courses can last up to 14 
weeks, with complete certification and immediate job placement 
wi ive after graduation. Hall’s has had a 100% job placement rate for 


Bob Brayman’s International Diving the last 10 years in a row! 


Career Institute at Hall’s It is possible to make a good living diving while living in para- 
800-331-HALL or 305-743-5929 dise or even around home. All it takes is the right education, experi- 


cay i her Rhea yo @ ani womn ence and exclusive placement from a reputable school like Hall's. 


Web site: www.hallsdiving.com 
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Just 11 charming cottages on a palm 
fringed, white-sand beach, on an almost 
uninhabited island with oceanfront restau- 
rant & bar. Casual, relaxed and friendly. 
Great snorkeling, SCUBA & boat trips: 20+ 
dives within 15 mins. Summer Dive 
Package: $999pp incl. 7 nights, meals, 
taxes, snorkeling & five two-tank dives. 
Brochure: 800-542-4624 or 
www.cooper-island.com 














Cozumel Vacation Villas - Private villas, 
luxury condos, or economical bunga- 
lows. Come enjoy some of the best div- 
ing/snorkeling in the world in your own 
vacation home! Let us arrange your 
scuba diving, cook service, car rental, 
and babysitting service for you. Phone: 
(800) 224-5551 Web: www.cVvmexico.com 
Email: info@ cozumel-villas.com 










Three waterfront homes, long and short- 
term. View on web site. Two double 
kayaks included. Play with our local 
manatees! Reasonable, clean, _ full 
amenities, gas grill, outdoor fireplace, 
docks, stereo, TV, VCR, bedding 
and kitchen utensils. 800-771-2763. 
www.birdsunderwater.com 
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Spectacular Resorts, Spectacular Diving. 

Experience crystal clear waters, colorful coral 

reefs and remote caves. Experienced diver or 

first-timer, visit one of our places and have 

Miami Beach, Hawai St Thomas, Cayman 

w.2di net. } iami Beach, Hawaii, St. Thomas, Cayman 
DDIVES, renee sd Islands, Phuket Thailand, St. Lucia, Cancun, | 

, se WORLD A BETTER Aruba, St. Martin. GREAT RESORTS, 
=~ PLACE FOR DIVERS. | GREAT RATES. www.VacationWeeks.com 
(800) 564-5350. 800-441-0453 


Spend your vacation or purchase your 
home on the edge of extraordinary at 
Mariner's Club Key Largo, Key Largo’s 
premier oceanfront resort community. 
Located at Mile Marker 97.5, just 15 min- 
utes from Molasses Reef. Deep-water 
marina, tennis, pool and much more. Visit 
www.marinersclubkeylargo.com. For cur- 
rent rates call (805) 853-1111. 





‘some of the best diving off our private beach. 
Pool, fountain, outdoor showers, great views 
from every room, many amenities. Fully staffed. 
«See www.brigandhill.com or call Mike Seely at 
| 802-867-5992. 

















HIGH ISLAND 389, GULF OF MEX- 
ICO, P. 17 ® High Island 389 is located 100 
miles off Freeport, Texas. Water temps are in 
the mid-80Fs in summer and mid-60Fs in win- 
ter. Dive Operators: Gulf Diving/Fling and 
Spree, web: www.gulf-diving.com; Sea 
Searcher Il, web: www.seasearcherii.com. 


ULONG CHANNEL, PALAU, P. 18 
You can dive here only on an incoming tide. 
Water temps average in the 80Fs year-round. 
Dive Operators: Neco Marine, web: www.sea- 
palau.com; Fish ‘n Fins, web: www.fishn- 
fins.com; Sam’s Tours, web: www.sams- 
tours.com; Splash Dive Center, web: 
www.splash-palau.com ® Live-aboards: Ocean 
Hunter and Undersea Hunter, web: 
www.oceanhunter.com; Palau Aggressor Il, 
web: www.aggressor.com; Peter Hughes Div- 
ing/Star Dancer, web: www.peterhughes.com. 


CATHEDRAL COVE, ANACAPA 
ISLAND, P. 20 © The water temperatures 
are most comfortable in summer (65F to 75F), 
but the best visibility usually occurs during 
the fall and winter months. Charter Boats: 
Beach Hopper II, web: www.marinskindiv- 
ing.com; Cypress Sea, web: www.cypress- 
charters.com; Diving Charters/Sand Dollar, 
web: www.divingcharters.com; Escapade, 
web: www.divecentral.com/escapade_infor- 
mation.html; Monterey Express, web: 
www.montereyexpress.com; Silver Prince, 
web: www.mbdc.to; Truth Aquatics/Truth, 
Conception and Vision, web: www.truth- 
aquatics.com. 
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BELIZE, P. 35 ¢ Climate: Subtropical, which means pretty warm year-round. 
The coast, cayes and atolls enjoy a brisk prevailing wind from the Caribbean, which 
moderates the heat. Water Temps: Mid-70Fs in winter and low to mid-80Fs in sum- 
mer. Wear at least a Lycra skin to ward off coral abrasions. Visibility: Off Ambergris, 
it’s variable, though generally decent. The visibility off the atolls is rarely bad, but 
it’s best from April to June. Vis off southern Belize peaks in spring, but northerly winds 
can lower vis and bring rougher seas November through January. The water is always 
clearest outside the barrier reef. Documents: Passport and proof of return is required. 
Money Matters: The Belize dollar (BZ$) trades at BZ$2 to US$1. Credit cards and trav- 
eler's checks are accepted throughout the country. There is a $20 departure tax. Time: 
The same as Central Standard Time in the U.S. Daylight Saving Time is not observed. 
Electricity: The same as in the U.S. and Canada—110 volts, 60 cycles—and the coun- 
try uses the North American-style 2-pin plug. For More Info: Belize Tourism Board, 
web: www.travelbelize.org. Dive Operators: For a listing of operators in the Belize 
Advertiser Directory, turn to page 102. For more information on dive operators, com- 
prehensive travel guides, special dive deals and recent trip reports submitted by users, 
go to www.scubadiving.com/tripfinder. 
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AM Dive Charters 

Manta Ray Dive/ Snorkel 
Group & VIP Instructions 
Dolphin & Whale Watch 


Owners/ Operators 


1-808-324-HONU (4668) 
1-838-333-HONUL (4668) 


www. konahonudivers com 
email: genn@konahonudivers.com 


ive in he warm, 
fish-filled waters 
of Maldives 
on MANTHIRI, 
our word class 
live-aboard with an 
ax ora... amazing erew, meals 
and service. We 
accommodate 
maximum 12 divers. 
E-6 and 
NITROX available 


877-357-0022 


Email: livewell@cnw.com 
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|) Quick Draw Bracket” 
- Quick Draw Twins” 
We want to revolutionize 
the way you dive. 


Ultimate Products Corp. 


Call (425) 788-7500 
Available at better dive shops! 
www.quickdrawbracket.com 





www. EXPLORATIONDESIGN2. COM 
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FINE — 
FOR SCUBA DIVERS ste 
1306 TANGLEWOOD DR., NORTH WALES, PA 19454 PH/FAX 215-661-901 





© photos: Zerilli Studios 



























re Makes Booking 
A . »Bonaire Travel Easy! 


: geCall, email or surf on over 
aa for the best dive package 
deals, lodging choices and 
mee | travel advice along with 
© money-saving airfares to 

= Bonaire. Our helpful web site 

__ has the info you need to save 
mime and money planning the 
perfect dive vacation. 


et the Bonaire professionals 
at Great Southern Island 
dventures reserve your 
Bonaire vacation the easy way. 





800-748-8733 


fo@bonairepros.com 
ww.bonairepros.com 


imply the best there is 


bvidiving.com 
galapagosdiving.com 


800-648-3393 


U/W PHOTO-TECH CARIBBEAN 
S E A & S F A 599-9-562-9774 * Fax 599-9-747-2961 
E-mail: uwphotocarib@attglobal.net 
AR 
NIKO ee 


Ss 
es» REPAIRS AND SALES hi CRY. Tt 
CUSTOM HOUSING 3 | be 
PACKAGES DESIGNED i 
JUST FOR YOU uw PHOTO-TECH USA 
PHOTO TRIPS AND Www.uwphoto.com 


ACCESSORIES 603-432-1997 * Fax 603-432-4702 


E-mail sales@uwphoto.com 






KOK LOD 
THE MOST VERSATILE, LIGHTEST WEIGHT, 
& MOST FLEXIBLE ARMS AVAILABLE 










FOR ALL YOUR DIGITAL OR 
FILM NEEDS we have 
trays and pivots to fit most 
still and video housings & adapters 
for strobes and lights 






For product information or to order: 
Ph (805) 984-9104 « F (805) 984-3008 
http://www.ulcs.com 
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the “Titanic of the 
Caribbean’ 


» ianca C, a 600ft Italian cruise liner, went | 
down off Grenada in 1961. It’s the biggest | 
wreck in the Caribbean and at 160ft down 

a fascinating, deep dive. Also at LaSource... | 
You enjoy a full range of dives — wreck, reef, | 


drift, in fact every PADI course up to | 


Divemaster. You get the best dive school in | 
Grenada and the most experienced dive guides. | 
Also, we're not just a diving holiday. We're a first | 
class resort offering all sorts of water sports, | 
land-based activities, our own 9 hole par 3 golf | 
course, extensive spa treatments and remarkably | 
good food. At LaSource one price pays for — 
everything: one dive a day, food, room and all 
other activities. Please Note: LaSource is not a | 
pure diving holiday — come to us if you want a 


great holiday with plenty of good diving. 


1800 558 6122 


and ask for a brochure and diving fact pack | 


La ajo ource 





“COME TO OUR ISLAND” 


° Full Service Retail © Rental 
» Instruction ° Dive Packages 


DIVE KEY WEST, INC. 


Professional Dive Center 


800-426-0707 
309-296-3823 


www.divekeywest.com 
info@divekeywest.com 








Enjoy real diving 
freedom with an 
unlimited air 
supply! It’s 
compact and 
lightweight. 
You can take it to 
your favorite 
dive spots. 

_ sa . Call or Write for 
— : info. on all models 
INNOVATIVE DESIGNS, INC. 
3785 Alt. 19. N. Suite R / Palm Harbor, FL 34683 
(727) 934-4619 * WWW.SUPERSNORKEL.COM 
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There's a life 
to be saved right now. 


Please give blood. 


Call 1-800 GIVE LIFE 


American Red Cross 
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10 THINGS TO DO IN MONTEREY, 
CALIF., P. 40 © Water Temperatures: 
Average in the mid-50Fs year-round, though 
drop into the 40Fs at deeper sites. Dive 
Charters: Beach Hopper II, web: www.marin- 
skindiving.com; Cypress Sea, web: 
www.cypresscharters.com; Diving Char- 
ters/Sand Dollar, web: www.divingchar- 
ters.com; Escapade, web: 
www.divecentral.com/escapade_informa- 
tion.html; Monterey Express, web: 
www.montereyexpress.com; Silver Prince, 
web: www.mbdc.to. Dive Shops: Aquarius 
Dive Shop, web: www.aquariusdivers.com; 
Bamboo Reef Dive Shop, web: www.bam- 
booreef.com; Manta Ray Dive Center, web: 
www.mantaraydive.com; Monterey Bay Dive 
Center, web: www.mbdc.to. For More Infor- 
mation: Monterey Bay National Marine Sanc- 
tuary, web: www.mbnms.nos.noaa.gov. 
Digital Photo Workshop: Optiquatics, web: 
www.optiquatics.com. Walk the Street: Can- 
nery Row, web: www.canneryrow.com. Dive 
Dry: Monterey Bay Aquarium, web: 
www.mbayaq.org. Dive Pebble Beach: While 
it’s possible to dive Stillwater Cove from the 
beach, diving and parking restrictions make 
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that tough. You're better off signing up with 
a local boat charter. Point Lobos State 
Reserve: To make reservations, call (831) 
624-4909. For rules and regulations, visit 
www.pt-lobos.parks.state.ca.us/scuba/scu- 
ba.shtml. Whale-Watching Trips: Chris’ Fish- 
ing Trips, web: www.chrisfishingtrips.com; 
Monterey Bay Whale Watch, web: 
www.montereybaywhalewatch.com; Mon- 
terey Sport Fishing & Whalewatching Cruis- 
es, web: www.montereywhalewatching.com; 
Randy’s Fishing Trips, web: www.randys- 
fishingtrips.com; Sanctuary Cruises, web: 
www.sanctuarycruises.com. Accommoda- 
tions: The Monterey Bay Lodge (55 Camino 
Aguajito, 800-558-1900, web: www.mon- 
tereybaylodge.com) has a heated pool 
and fountain the kids can jump into. The 
Martine Inn Bed & Breakfast (255 Ocean- 
view Blvd., 800-852-5588, web: www.mar- 
tineinn.com), a turn-of-the-last-century 
historic inn, overlooks Monterey Bay. Restau- 
rant: Monterey’s Fish House (2114 Del 
Monte Avenue, 831-373-4647). Tourism 
Information: Monterey County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, web: http://monterey- 
info.org. 











DIVE LOG, FIJI, P. 54 


Climate: Winter is June through October and is perhaps the best time to visit— 
it’s drier, cooler and far less humid than the rest of the year. Air temps range from 
68F to 73F. During the December-through-March rainy season, temps are a bit 
higher, ranging from 73F to 86F. Water Conditions and Temps: Pack a safety 
sausage in your dive bag—Fiji has major-league current and serious tidal changes. 
Water temps can drop to 75F. If you get chilled easily under water, you'll need 
at least a 3mm wetsuit; some divers even wear 5- to 6mm suits with hoods. Dur- 
ing the rainy season, water temps can climb into the low 80Fs. Documents: U.S. 
and Canadian citizens need a passport valid for more than three months from 
their date of entry. Visas are granted at the airport on arrival for a stay of four 
months. Money Matters: The Fijian dollar is the local currency. At press time, F$2 
was worth about US$1. Credit cards are accepted at larger resorts. There is a F$20 
departure tax. Time: Fiji is 20 hours ahead of Los Angeles and Pacific Standard 
Time, 17 hours ahead of New York and Eastern Standard Time. Electricity: 240 
volts, with three-pronged Australian-type outlets. Some resorts and live- 
aboards supply 110 voltage or provide converters. Dive Operators: For a list of 
dive operators and live-aboards in Fiji, plus comprehensive travel guides, spe- 
cial dive deals and recent trip reports submitted by users, go to www.scubadiv- 
ing.com/tripfinder. For More Info: Fiji Visitors Bureau, web: www.bulafiji.com. 





Go to www. scubadiving.com/ instant access for fast and free information directly from our advertisers to you. 
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Would you like information from one of our advertisers? Below is a listing of each advertiser in this issue, 
including phone number and page number of the ad. Call these advertisers directly or request information 
online by going to www.scubadiving.com/instantaccess! It’s that easy and that fast! 








All Inclusives Fideicomisco de Promocion Turistica de Cozumel Sherwood Scuba 1-949-581-8069 see ad pg. 11 
Iberostar Hotels & Resorts ON -Be0B/- 87-2788 | | see ad pg. 16 TUSA 1-800-482-2282 see ad pg. 4 
4-888-923-2722 see ad pgs. 80, 89 Hotel Brisas Cozumel/Dive Paradise/Bay Adventures Ultimate Products Corp. 1-425-788-7500 see ad pg. 97 
1-888-599-DIVE see ad pg. 82 
Bahamas Hotel Brisas Cozumel/Dive Paradise/Caradonna Dive Jewel ry 
Stuart Cove’s Dive Bahamas 1-800-646-3333 see ad pg. 43 1-800-328-2288 see ad pg. 16 Exploration Design Studios/Xds 
Walker's Cay 1-800-WALKERS see ad pg. 74 Island Dreams Travel 1-800-346-6116 see ad pg. 16 4-215-661-9019 see ad pg. 97 
Occidental Grand Cozumel 1-877-348-3255 see ad pg. 16 
Bay Islands/Honduras Plaza Las Glorias/Dive Paradise/Bay Adventures Dive Trainin g/ S afety 
Anthony's Key Resort 1-800-227-3483 see ad pg. 87 1-888-599-DIVE see ad pgs. 16, 75 Divers Alert Network 1-877-595-0625 see ad pg. 42 
Fantasy Island Beach Resort 1-800-676-2826 see ad pg. 91 Scuba Club Cozumel 1-800-847-5708 see adpg. 74 Hall’s Diving Center 
Villa Blanca/Dive Paradise/Bay Adventures 1-866-331-4255 see ad pg. 79 
Belize 1-888-599-DIVE see ad pg. 16 Ocean Corporation 1-800-321-0298 see ad pg. 78 
Aqua Dives 1-800-641-2994 see ad pg. 84 ' ; PADI 1-866-698-0974 see ad pg. 101 
Bay Adventures 1-888-599-DIVE (3483) see ad pg. 68 Florida & Florida Keys Pro Dive 1-800-PRO-DIVE see ad pg. 75 
Belize Tourism Board 1-800-227-3483 see ad pg. 27 Dive Key West 1-800-426-0707 see ad pg. 98 
Blackbird Caye Resort 1-888-271-DiVE (3483) see ad pg. 84 The Florida Keys & Key West Dive Travel Specialists 
BZ Travel Services 1-800-382-7776 see ad pg. 84 1-800-FLA-KEYS see ad pg. 29 Bay Adventures 1-888-599-DIVE see ad pgs. 16, 68, 82, 75 
Hamanasi Dive & Adventure Resort Caradonna Caribbean Tours 
1-877-552-DIVE (3483) see ad pg. 68 G renada 1-800-328-2288 see ad pg. 16 
Journey’s End 1-800-460-5665 see ad pg. 84 Grenada Board of Tourism 1-800-927-9554 see ad pg. 31 Caribbean Adventures/World Dive Adventures 
Mayan Princess 1-800-850-4101 see ad pg. 84 LaSource 1-800-558-6122 see ad pg. 97 1-800-433-DIVE see ad pg. 44 
Ramon’s 1-800-624-4215 see ad pg. 68 sg Continental Airlines Vacations 1-800-829-7777 see ad pg.14 
Sunbreeze 1-800-688-0191 see ad pg. 68 Hawaii Great Southern Island Adventures 
Turneffe Flats 1-800-815-1304 see ad pg. 84 Kona Honu Divers 1-888-333-HONU(4668) see ad pg. 97 4-800-748-8733 see ad pgs. 97 
Tumeffe Island Lodge 1-800-874-0118 see ad pg. 68 Island Dreams Travel 1-800-346-6116 see ad pg.16 
: Micronesia Roatan Charter 1-800-282-8932 see ad pg. 92 
Bonaire Sam's Dive Tours 011-680-488-1062 see ad pg. 97 
Belmar Oceanfront Apts. 1-888-655-0605 see ad pg. 86 Live-Aboards 
Buddy Dive Resort 1-866-GOBUDDY seeadpg.86 Puerto Rico Aggressor Fleet 1-800-348-2628 see ad pg. C4 
Great Souther Island Adventures Puerto Rico Tourism 1-866-2GOTOPR see adpgs. 2,3 Aqua Cat 1-888-327-9600 see ad pg. 12 
1-800-748-8733 see ad pg. 97 Blackbeard’s Cruises 1-800-327-9600 see ad pg.12 
Plaza Resort Bonaire 1-800-766-6016 see ad pg. 86 Turks & Caicos Explorer Ventures 1-800-322-3577 see ad pg. 32 
Plaza Villas/Port Bonaire 1-800-766-6016 see ad pg. 86 Dive Provo 1-800-234-7768 see ad pg. 72 Manthiri 4-877-357-0022 see ad pg. 97 
Sun Oceanfront Apartments 1-800-766-6016 seeadpg.86 — Qasis Divers 1-800-892-3995 seeadpg.72 Mike Ball Dive Expeditions 1-888-MIKE BALL see ad pg.45 
Provo Turtle Divers 1-800-833-1341 see ad pg. 72 Nekton Diving Cruises 1-800-899-6753 see ad pg. 90 
Cayman Isla nds Salt Cay Divers 1-649-946-6906 see ad pg. 72 Peter Hughes Diving 1-800-9-DANCER see ad pg. 79 
Bob Soto's Reef Divers 1-888-716-7400 seeadpg.45 = The Sands at Grace Bay 1-800-877-77SANDS see adpg.72 _—‘Trimarine/Cuan Law 1-800-648-3393 see ad pg. 97 
Brae Caribbean Beach Village Sea Eye Diving 1-800-513-5823 see ad pg. 72 
nears ba see ad pg. 22 Turks & Caicos Tourist Board 1-800-241-0824 see adpg.72 Photography 
Brac Reef Beach Resort 1-800-594-0843 see ad pg. 22 Pioneer Research 1-856-866-9191 see ad pg. C3 
vo MEM De A ea seeadpg. 23 = - Dive Equipment Sea & Sea 1-800-732-7977 see ad pg. 8 
ol ap besa amet Akona 1-949-581-8069 see adpg.33 Ultralight Control Systems 1-805-984-9104 see ad pg. 97 
ree een sea cher Beta Electronics 1-800-546-2382 see ad pg. 97 Underwater Photo-Tech 1-603-432-1997 see ad pg. 97 
cd ageless ies see ad Pg: 29 Dive Goddess 1-817-569-9669 see ad pg. 82 
cls ‘a e mee he 7 pennant Siesta Diving Unlimited International M iscellaneous 
ARES aces ee Reet ba ng.23_ -000%826-8499 seeadpg.76 American Express Delta 1-800-SKYMILES see ad pg. 7 
pends ee EgoJester Designs 1-717-215-7897 see ad pg. 97 
Paradise Villas/Divers 1-877-322-9626 see ad pg. 23 : 
Southern Cross Club 1-800-899-2582 see ad pg, 23 airy Aquatics 1-856-825-4771 see ad pg. 13 | 
J.W. Fishers Mfg. 1-800-822-4744 see ad pg.101 Note: Subject to change 
Cozu m el /M exico Mares 1-800-874-3236 see ad pg. 15 
El Cid, La Ceiba/Dive with Martin/Diving Adventures Ocean Master 1-000-641-7007 see ad pg. 21 
Princeton Tec 1-800-257-9080 see ad pg. 77 


1-800-897-5553 


see ad pg. 16 
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ADJUSTABLE FINS, P. 60 

Other Fins Tested: 

Aeris Velocity A flexible panel in the center of the 
blade contributes to stability and acceleration. 
While not the quickest on the slalom course, these 
fins provide good maneuverability, and are efficient 
when using the frog kick. 

Aqua Lung Blades II The Blades || offer good all- 
around ergonomic performance and are especially 
easy to put on, take off and adjust, thanks to a new 
buckle system that connects at the heel. They’re a 
bit stiff, but above-average speeds were reached. 
Aqua Lung V-Tek They didn’t tear our booties off 
coming out of the starting gate, but after a while, we 
could achieve some good speeds. The fins aren't as 
peppy on the slalom course. Shorter foot pockets. 
Dacor Panther They are slow on the straightaways, 
but these fins, which also use OPB technology, are 
even slower around the slalom course. A lot of leg 
and ankle stress produces very little propulsion. 
They are also stiff and difficult to maneuver. 

Dacor Tiger (Blue) Test divers either loved the Tiger 


Adjustable Fins: Features & Performance 








Blues or hated them. Utilizing Optimized Pivoting 
Blade (OPB) technology, the fins generate only fair 
speeds and slalom course times, but good overall 
scores. Also available in a stiffer black version. 
Genesis Scuba Aquaflex The Aquaflex fins are 
among the fastest paddle fins on the straightaways, 
but among the slowest on the slalom course. The stiff 
blade isn’t very responsive to small foot movements. 
Genesis Scuba Blitz These fins achieve respectable 
speeds in both flutter and frog kicks, but on the 
slalom course these fins are slow and difficult to 
control. They tend to be too much fin for female 
divers. Foot pockets are comfortable. 

Mares Avanti Quattro Explosive out of the gate, 
these fins smoke most other paddles in top speed. 
However, they’re heavy for paddles and somewhat 
stiff. Considered a power fin, they’re also both sta- 
ble and highly maneuverable in close quarters. 
Oceanic Vector Versatile fins that are very efficient 
on the slalom course. They're also one of only three 
fins that earned a “very good” maneuverability rat- 
ing. Fit is a problem among women, as the foot 
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A DIFFERENT KIND OF FIN 
Zeagle Teleoz The Teleoz was the 
orange among apples in our fin tests. 
Sandal-like straps atop a flat, board-like 
blade produced a fin that was slippery 


when we walked with them, unstable at 
depth and borderline useless in a strong 
current. This fin represents a completely 
fe litcle tal @er\ cole elarmey an teme(-(-\(e|amenugchicy 
fins—~and we plan ta review them head- 
to-head in a future issue. 





pockets are too short and too wide. 

Oceanic Vortex V-12 They're quick as a cat on the 
slalom course, but these heavy fins only kick up 
middle-of-the pack speeds while pumping straight 
ahead. While they are considered stable, comfort- 
able fins by men, women commented that the 
extra-small is a little over-sized. 

Scubapro Twin Jet Graphite Short, wide fin blades 
provide very good stability. The fins are sluggish 
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SPECS 
y eee ee ae eee sho meee BE 
é “ 
&e A WY, 
| & 7 P ¥ 
AERIS $89.95 Paddle | Closed toe 3 | Italy | 2 years 3 | 4 
Velocity ‘! 4 
[ APOLLO SPORTS $190 “Split + Open toe | 5 Japan f “Limited lifetime. 4 
bees Black Bio-Fin Pro : is Boe be eee a *” eo 
AQUA LUNG $125 | Paddle / Closed toe | 3 | Italy 2-year limited iis 
Blades || | | 
| AQUA LUNG | $140 ~~ Split Bleeadt toe 4 Japan | Limited lifetime _ 3 
ea ee Ve¥ek oe bei sk es -| Se Binet 
ATOMIC AQUATICS $199 3 Split Open toe 4 | Taiwan | 74 year ox" 
Liquid Blue SplitFin | | | 
[ATOMIC AQuaTIcs | $189 Split | Open toe 4 | Fae 1 year 4 r 
ai ies ed Pern gS a eee pee ee me 
DACOR $130 Paddle Closed toe Bike ‘iealy Lifetime on separation, ae 
Panther } 1 year on manufacturing defects : 
DACOR $190 Paddle “Closed toe ee: Italy Lifetime on separation, ee 
Pe aan Tiger (Blue) | L : 1 year on manufacturing defects 
GENESIS SCUBA $95 Paddle | Closedtoe | 3 | Estonia 2 years rag 
Aquaflex Ly 
GENESIS SCUBA} $180 Split Opentoe | 3 USA 2 years 3 | 
Ca ee | | 
MARES $139 / Paddle Closed toe | 3: itely 1 year Fi Siri 
_ Avanti Quattro . 
‘MARES | $199 nee Paddle Closed toe 
Wed Volo vite 
~ OCEANIC ~ $79. 95 Paddle Closed ea 
Vector i 
[ OCEANIC | $189.95 Split Closed toe 
al Veneta D : 
SCUBAPRO| $189 | Split Open toe 
Twin Jet Graphite 
| SHERWOOD SCUBA | Split | Opentoe | 
TUSA $175 | Split Closed toe Taiwan | 
X-Pert Zoom i 


i 


| 






RATING S¥STEM: S=EXCELLENT sguandetoas GOOD 3=GOOD 2=FAIR 1=POOR 


MOST IMPORTANT 


Power vs. Stress. The perception of power produced vs. 


affart required. 


Stability. How much the fins wobble, slice from side to side 
or hit each other ducing the Rick cycle. 

Acceleration. During an underwater swim, the ability to 
quickly pick up speed. 
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| MODERATELY IMPORTANT 

| Fit & Comfort. Of foot pocket. 

| Alternate Kicks. Ease and effectiveness of frog and 

| dalphin kicks. 

| Surface Swim. Both face-down and while on the back. 
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| CONVENIENCE ELEMENTS 
| Donning/Doffing. Prior to dive, after the dive. 
| Adjusting for Fit. Ease of using buckles and straps, both in 


and out of the water. 


| Non-Skid. The sense of security on a wet boat deck geared 


up while wearing fins. 
























swimming straight ahead, but proficient in the 
turns, and they offer good maneuverability. 
Soft graphite material makes for a comfort- 
able foot pocket. Also available in a stiffer 
black version. 

Sherwood Scuba Trek Pretty fast fin when the 
flutter kick is used, and is a real mover going 
frog. They're very spry on the slalom course, 
despite their size. Cavernous foot pockets cre- 
ated problems for some women. Also avail- 
able in a stiffer black version. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION «© Aeris, 
www.diveaeris.com; Apollo Sports, www.apollo- 
sportsusa.com; Aqua Lung, www.aqua- 
lung.com; Atomic Aquatics, www.atomicaquat- 
ics.com; Dacor, www.divedacor.com; Genesis 
Scuba, | www.genesisscuba.com; Mares, 
www.maresdacor.com; Oceanic, www.oceanic- 
worldwide.com; Scubapro, www.scubapro.com; 
Sherwood Scuba, www.sherwoodscuba.com; 
Tusa, www.tusa.com; Zeagle, www.zeagle.com. 





GEAR & THERE, P. 70 « Cii- 
mate: Sunny and dry, with tem- 
peratures fluctuating between 
75F and 85F. Water Temps: Aver- 
age is 80F. Documents: A pass- 
port is necessary for international 
travel to Bonaire. For More Infor- 
mation: Tourism Corporation of 
Bonaire, web: www.info- 
bonaire.com. 





Gear Manufacturers’ Info e¢ 
Atomic Aquatics, web: www.atom- 
icaquatics.com; Henderson, web: 
www.hendersonusa.com; Ocean- 
ic, web: www.oceanicworld- 
wide.com; Sherwood Scuba, web: 
www.sherwoodscuba.com; Tri- 
dent, web: www.tridentdive.com; 
Tusa, web: www.tusa.com. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS Rodale’s Scuba Diving (ISSN 1060-9563) is published 
monthly, except February, by Rodale Inc., 33 E. Minor St., Emmaus, PA 18098. 
Periodicals postage paid at Emmaus, PA, and additional mailing offices. POST- 
MASTER: Send address changes to Rodale’s Scuba Diving Subscriber Ser- 
vice, P.O. Box 7589, Red Oak, 1A 51591-0589. Subscription rate for 1 year 


(11 issues): United States, $21.98; Canada, $32.98 Canadian funds, includes 
GST #R122988611: all other foreign, $39.98 U.S. funds prepaid. In Canada, 
postage paid at Gateway, Mississauga, Ontario; Canada Post Corporation Inter- 
national Publication Mail (Canadian Distribution) Sales Agreement No. 738867. 
Send returns to Scuba, 100 Armstrong Ave., Georgetown, Ontario L7G 5S4. 































































URGENT SAFETY RECALL NOTICE 


PADI recently issued a recall notice for select Recreational Dive 
Planners (RDP). Errors by the printer caused inaccurate or 
missing numbers on RDPs shipped between 1 June 2002 and 
31 January 2003. Please note not all RDPs shipped during 
this period contain errors. 


While analysis of the misprints shows that the risk of injury from errors 
is remote, for the sake of safety, we ask that you immediately check 
any RDP that you purchased or received during this period. 
Instructions on how to check your RDP(s) and a complete list of 
specific product numbers and production codes is located at 


http://www.padi.com/rdprecall or you may take your RDP to any 
PADI Dive Center or Resort for a free replacement. 


DO NOT PLAN YOUR DIVES USING ANY OF THESE TABLES. 


In the United States and Canada, you may call our toll free number at 
866-698-0974 or worldwide visit http:/Awww.padi.com/rdprecall or 
write us at the address below for more information on this recall: 


a 





PADI 


er 


Attn: RDP Recall OT 
30151 Tomas Street 
Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688 PADI 





“fol su. aobeety most power- ? 


Diver held : 
H mag m 
| $6,995 


é built for commercial 

© operations and have 

} both audio and visual 

| readouts. 
| Interchangeable coils 
are available for the 

| Pulse 6X and 8X. 


JW Fishers Mfg Inc, 7953 County St., E. Taunton, MA 02718 USA ¢ (800J822-4744 
¢ Tel. (508)822-7330 © FAX: (508)880-8949 © email: jwfishers@aol.com ¢ www.jwfishers.com 











Dive Resorts 


>Ambergris Caye 

AquaMarina Suites (800) 641-2994 e-mail 
aquamarina@btl.net web www.aquamari- 
nasuites.com ® Centrally located and one 
of the island's newest luxury resorts. Relax 
in one of our 20 oceanfront suites and 
watch the sunrise from your own private 
balcony. Spend the day browsing the gift 
shop, soaking in the freshwater pool or 
visiting the tour desk to plan your day of 
diving and adventure. 

Journey’s End Resort (800) 460-5665 e-mail 
info@journeysendresort.com web www.jour- 
neysendresort.com ¢ The oceanfront ca- 
banas are on the beach just yards from the 
Caribbean. The garden-view cabanas are set 
among palm trees and white sand just a few 
yards from the oceanfront cabanas. The 
pool-view cabanas are surrounded by lush 
palms, bushes and shrubbery. 

Mayan Princess Resort Hotel (800) 850- 
4101 e-mail mayanprin@btl.net web 
www.mayanprincesshotel.com ¢ Centrally 
located with a view of the reef, the resort 
has 23 oceanfront air-conditioned studio 
suites and an onsite PADI dive center. 
Watch the sunrise from your seafront ve- 
randa and finish the evening at one of the 
many intimate and wonderful restaurants 
or clubs in San Pedro. 

Ramon’s Village Resort (800) MAGIC 15 e- 
mail info@ramons.com web 
www.ramons.com ® Our accommodations in- 
clude 61 thatched roof cabanas hidden be- 
neath coconut palms and lush tropical 
foliage. Honeymoon suites, international 
suites, beachfront, seaside and garden-view 
rooms. Dive two rare and breathtaking atolls, 
plus Jacques Cousteau’s famous Blue Hole. 
SunBreeze Beach Hotel (800) 688-0191 e- 
mail sunbreezehotel@sunbreeze.net web 
www.sunbreeze.net © Thirty-nine spacious 
air-conditioned rooms overlook the ocean 
and are surrounded by lush tropical gar- 
dens. Begin your day with breakfast on 
the patio of our oceanfront restaurant and 
end it with an exotic drink from our well- 
stocked bar, while taking in a colorful sun- 
set. Boats depart from our private dock. 
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>Hopkins 

Hamanasi Dive & Adventure Resort (877) 
552-DIVE e-mail info@hamanasi.com web 
www.hamanasi.com ¢ Gorgeous beach- 
front resort south of Dangriga near the 
Garifuna fishing village of Hopkins. Spa- 
cious, casually elegant accommodations. 
All rooms feature air-conditioning, ceiling 
fans, gorgeous Belizean hardwood furni- 
ture, and private porches. 


>Turneffe Atoll 

Blackbeard Caye Resort (888) 271-3483 e- 
mail dive@blackbirdresort.com web 
www.blackbirdresort.com ® Private ca- 
banas on 166 beautiful acres. There is 
something for everyone: Sunfish sailboats, 
windsurfers, kayaks, canoes and more. You 
can be as busy as you like or slow down 
and read a book on scenic Turneffe Atoll. 
Turneffe Flats (800) 815-1304 e-mail 
tflats@rapidnet.com web www.tflats.com 
e We offer you all-inclusive fly-fishing, div- 
ing or snorkeling vacations emphasizing 
superior personalized service for a limited 
number of guests at our private island 
paradise. Or enjoy the wonders of diving 
and snorkeling over 50 unspoiled sites. 
Turnetfe Island Lodge (800) 874-0118 
e-mail info@turneffelodge.com web 
www.turneffelodge.com © We are the 
Caribbean's best-kept secret for diving, 
fishing and beachcombing. We're five 
minutes from the Elbow and visit other 
sites including the Zoo, Sayonara and 
Gail's Point. 


Dive Operators 


Amigos del Mar, Ambergris Caye (011) 
501-226-2706 e-mail amigosdive@btl.net 
web www.amigosdive.com ¢ A PADI resort 
facility, centrally located in San Pedro Town. 
We specialize in full-service diving, instruc- 
tion, snorkeling, and fishing trips. Our 
boats pick up at most hotel docks and re- 
sorts on Ambergris Caye, free of charge. 
Aqua Dives Belize, Ambergris Caye (800) 
641-2994 e-mail aquadives@btl.net web 
www.aquadives.com * We are conveniently 


JULY 2003 


~ BELIZE ADVERTISER DIRECTORY _ 


located beachfront in San Pedro Town, 
across from the airstrip, at the Sunbreeze 
Hotel. Our fleet of custom dive boats can 
accommodate individuals, groups and 


cruise ship excursions. 
Live-aboards 


Belize Aggressor II! (800) 348-2628 e-mail 
web www.aggressor.com ® Explores the 
reefs and walls along Turneffe Islands, 
Lighthouse Reef and the Blue Hole. There 
is a full line of rental camera equipment 
and dive gear available throughout the 
week, as well as certification and specialty 
courses. Onboard E-6 photo lab. 

Nekton Diving Cruises/Nekton Pilot (800) 
899-6753 e-mail info@nektoncruises.com 
web www.nektoncruises.com ® Join us to 
discover the incredible atolls of Turneffe 
Island and Lighthouse Reef. The southern 
itinerary also includes Glovers Reef. The 
Nekton Pilot offers an exceptionally 
smooth ride and luxury accommodations. 
Peter Hughes Diving/Sun Dancer II (800) 9 
DANCER e-mail dancer@peterhughes.com 
web www.peterhughes.com ¢ Sun Dancer Il, 
the largest, most luxurious vessel (138 feet) 
and the flagship of the Dancer Fleet, brings a 
whole new dimension to live-aboard diving 
in Belize. Seven- and 10-night itineraries. 


Dive Travel Specialists 


Bay Adventures (888) 599-3483 e-mail 
belize@bayadventures.com web 
www.bayadventures.com ® One-stop 
shopping for hotels, diving and discount 
airfare. Belize made easy. 

BZ Travel Services (800) 382-7776 e-mail 
bzagent@bztravelservices.com web 
www.bztravelservices.com ® We offer dive 
and travel packages as individual as you are. 
We are the dive and travel experts to Belize. 


Tourism 
Belize Tourism Board (800) 624-0686 


e-mail info@travelbelize.org web www.be- 
lizetourism.org or www.travelbelize.org 














116’ NAUTILUS EXPLORER - Live-aboard dive 
expeditions from 4 to 14 days in British Colum- 
bia and Alaska. www.nautilusexplorer.com, 
mike@nautilusexplorer.com, 800-4-DIVE BC. 


Cr ea ee 
SEARUBA FLY N’ DIVE - Aruba's most per- 
sonalized PADI dive resort & more. Wreck/ 
reef/ night/ drift/ boat & shore dives. Lessons 
& certifications. Tel: 011-297-940155, fax: 011- 
297-852023. www.visitaruba.com/searuba 
10% discount w/this ad 





AUSTRALIA'S PREMIER DIVE SPECIALISTS! 
Live-aboards, Great Barrier Reef, Leafy Sea 
Dragons, Great Whites, Whale Sharks! OZ 
DIVE, 1-800-4PARADISE, www.ozdive.com 
DIVERSITY/QUICKSILVER DIVE. 12 passen- 
ger, 4 star, fast live-aboard diving Coral Sea 
& Cod Hole. diversity@quicksilverdive.com.au 
www.quicksilverdive.com.au, fax 617-4099-4065 
PRO DIVE CAIRNS - Your one-stop dive spe- 
cialist for Great Barrier Reef, Cod Hole & Coral 
Sea. Fax 617-4051-9955, www.prodive- 
cairns.com.au, info@prodive-cairns.com.au 
SPIRIT OF FREEDOM/TUSA DIVE - Live-aboard 
dive adventures & day trips to Great Barrier 
Reef and Coral Sea. info@tusadive.com, 
www.tusadive.com 


DIVE ABACO! A Marsh Harbour tradition since 
1978! Full service dive/snorkel center. NAUI, 
PADI, YMCA & CMAS. www.diveabaco.com, 
800-247-5338 


DIVING ADVENTURES BARBADOS located in 
Bridgetown (10 min. from Cruise Terminal). PADI, 
NAUI, SSI all dives instructor/divemaster super- 
vised, specialties, referrals. Tel/fax 246-437-7445, 
e-mail divingbarbados@scubadiving.com 


DIVE ROATAN'S MARINE PARK from the 
doorstep of your cabin! One week of diving 
from $349/pp. Las Rocas Resort, 800-844- 
3765, www.lasrocasresort.com/scubadiving 
ROATAN - LARGE 3350 SQ FT HOME on 2/3 
acre beach lot. 78ft beachfront facing Spooky 
Channel dive site. Turnkey sale, no expense 
or hassles w/shipping, storage, or import du- 
ties. $700,000 Phone/fax 011-504-445-1470 
or e-mail dnahenry@globalnet.hn 


BELIZE’S BEST DIVING w/the Radisson Fort 
George Hotel & Marina. Turneffe, Barrier Reef, 
Lighthouse, Blue Hole, training, PADI instruc- 
tion and courses. Dive shop, marina, 102 
rooms, tour desk, 2 pools. 2 restaurants, cof- 
fee shop and bar. amin.dredge@radisson.com, 
www.radisson.com/belizecitybz or call 800- 
333-3333. 

HAMANASI - Secluded, casually elegant dive & 
adventure resort! Atoll diving. Mayan ruins. 
Rainforest expeditions. www.hamanasi.com, 
info@hamanasi.com. 1-877-552-DiVE. 

ST. GEORGE'S LODGE - (www.gooddiving.com) 
Resort through Nitrox certs. Overwater ca- 
banas. Excellent food, diving & instruction 
since 1977. Arrive/depart daily. Belize: 
(501)220-4444, 800-678-6871. 
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BRUCE BOWKER’S CARIB INN - P.O. Box 
68, Bonaire, N.A. PADI Gold Palm. A/C, TV, 
pool. Phone 011-599-717-8819 8 am-5:00 
pm, fax 011-599-717-5295. E-mail 
bruce@caribinn.com, www.caribinn.com 

SAND DOLLAR CONDOS/Owner Rentals 
203-323-1000. Luxury oceanfront units at at- 
tractive rates. Expert trip planning & advice. 
www.gotobonaire.com or info@gotobonaire.com 


TRY DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY! Single/multi- 
day Channel Islands live-aboard trips include 
food, multiple digital systems, laptops, instruc- 
tion. 805-481-4440, www.cadigitaldiving.com 


CAYMAN BRAC-2BR, furn rental condo. Perfect 
diving. On beach. Sat TV, pool. Call Dr. Jensen 
314-892-2598 or mcjensen@medscape.com. 
COBALT COAST RESORT & DIVETECH - Toll 
free 866-622-9626 www.divetech.com Ro- 
dale’s Scuba Diving’s Readers’ Choice 
Awards: Best Dive Resort Staff! Dive pack- 
age including all meals starts @ $1411: 7 
nights, 6 2-tank boat dives, unlimited North 
Wall shore diving, round-trip airport trans- 
fers, all room, tax & service charges. Ad- 
venturous night dives & Stingray City dives. 
Dedicated staff at modern dive resort. 
www.cobaltcoast.com 


ADVENTURE & DIVE TOURS- “Costa Rica is 
our business.” SPECIALS: April 14-Dec. 14, 
DELUXE customized tours. All dive resorts, 
volcanoes, rafting, rainforest, spas, treetop canopy, 
4x4s, discounted air. CRnature@aol.com, 
www.adventuredive.com or http:/Avww.dive 
guideint.con/p1731a.htm, 800-938-9767. 





Fiji 

FIJI - Beachfront property. Adjacent dive re- 
sorts. 4 different islands. From $19K. Own- 
er financing w/10% down. No qualifying, 
freehold. 888-FlJI-LAND. 

FOR SALE - 60 acres FREEHOLD Beachfront 
Island Resort. Bures, restaurant/bar, pool, 
golf course, gardens, freshwater springs, 5- 
Star diving. naiganiinfo@is.com.fj 


A DIVE & SNORKEL MANATEE TOUR! Man- 
atee tours year-round. Learn to scuba dive in 2 
days w/waterfront lodging, $299pp/do. 800- 
291-DIVE(3483), www.americanprodiving.com 
A GREAT MANATEE ENCOUNTER - Dive tours 
& all levels of instruction. Kayak rentals on 
Crystal River. Rental homes on waterfront 
property. www.birdsunderwater.com, 800- 
771-2763 


KEY LARGO’S INTIMATE CARIBBEAN- 
STYLE RESORT - Discover the lush tropical 
surroundings of Amy Slate’s Amoray Dive 
Resort. Deluxe rooms & villas overlooking 
the Florida Bay include continental breakfast 
& use of snorkeling equipment, waterfront 
pool, & beach. Enjoy scuba, snorkel, wreck 
& reef trips aboard our spacious 45° cata- 
maran to Pennekamp Park & Marine Sanc- 
tuary! Dive the Spiegel Grove & Duane 
wrecks. Underwater or sunset weddings. 


PADI, YMCA, NAUI & BSAC instruction 
available. Customer service & satisfaction is 
our #1 priority. Call 1-800-4-AMORAY or 
visit www.amoray.com 


GALAPAGOS MARINE LIFE Dive Center. 
Hotel dive packages, cruises, live-aboard. 3, 
4, 7 nights from only $432.00 full board. 
www.galapagosmarinelife.com 


LAHAINA DIVERS - MAUI - 5-Star Package 
Deal, $525/pp. Includes 5 (2-tank) boat char- 
ters & unlimited tanks for shore diving. 800- 
998-3483, www.lahainadivers.com 

RENT LOVELY MAUI CONDO owner direct! Shore 
dive, snorkel, boat dive in a 3-minute walk. 
1BR/2BA sleeps 4 comfortably. lleene, 909-923- 
9173, e-mail warmwaterholiday@earthlink.net 
SCUBA SHACK MAUI - Voted #4 Top Dive 
Operator & #5 Top Staff in RSD's 2003 
Top 100! Dive/lodging packages avail- 
able. Toll free 877-213-4488, 808-891- 
0500, www.scubashack.com 

SEASPORT DIVERS - Kauai. Rated in RSD’s 
2001 Top 5 Best Dive Operators. Charters, 
equipment, 26+ dive sites. 800-685-5889, 
www.seasportdivers.com, seasport@pixi.com 


LOST: Sanity? FOUND: Paradise! M/Y 
Manthiri vacation. Millions of fish, great vis, 
gourmet food, whalesharks, unparalleled 
service! www.manthiri.com, 877-357-0022. 


Mexico 


BAJA EXPEDITIONS - SEA OF CORTEZ. Live- 
aboard & day dive hotel packages from La Paz. 
Call 800-843-6967, e-mail: travel@bajaex.com 
web: www.bajaex.com 

COZUMEL - DELUXE WATERFRONT CONDO! 
Pool, beach, walk to town, private jacuzzi. Dive 
packages (condo dock pickup/dropoff). Sleeps 6- 
8. $225/night. www.royaldivers.com; 1-800-222- 
ROYL; royldiv@aol.com 

COZUMEL GETAWAYS - 800-346-9470 x 77. 
The place to stay for divers in the know. Our 3- 
5BR villas & 2BR apts. offer A/C, kitchens, 
maid service, pool & privacy. See it all at 
www.cozumelgetaways.com 

COZUMEL - INEXPENSIVE SAFARI INN, lux- 
ury beach Condumel condos & Aqua Safari 
since 1966. We put it together for you. 
www.aquasafari.com 011-52-987-87-20101. 
EXTEND YOUR BOTTOM TIME - Dive your com- 
puter limits! Dive Palancar to Punta Sur on the is- 
land's fastest boats. FREE BCD & Reg use. FREE 
NIGHT DIVE! Personal service for discount air, 
hotel & dive pkgs. Vacation Connection 1-888- 
512-8747. sburton@airmail.net 


ANSE CHASTANET RESORT - 888 GO-LUCIA 
(465-8242) Scenic hideaway in heart of marine re- 
serves w/St.Lucia's premier scuba facility on site. 
600 acres, 2 beaches, 49 rooms, SSI PiatinunyPAD! 
scuba. Watersports, beach & boat snorkeling, spa, 
boutiques, art gallery, 10 miles of hiking & biking trails, 
mountain bike centre w/50 Cannondale bikes. 
www.ansechastanet.com, www.scubastlucia.com 


COME ENJOY the beautiful underwater world of 
the Gulf of Mexico. From manta & shark en- 
counters at the Flower Gardens Nat'l Marine 
Sanctuary to the micro-life on the oil rigs, the 
Gulf offers a variety of sites to fit your diving 
needs. Professional, friendly crew. 
www.wolfcharters.com, 817-713-9812, 
817-444-2738. 
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Thailand 
OCEAN ROVER luxury live-aboard cruises. Dive 
Thailand, Myanmar (Burma) & Malaysia in style. 
Toll-free 800-228-0585, www.eDiveThailand.com 





United States Virgin Islands 
LOW KEY WATERSPORTS, ST. JOHN - 
PADI 5-Star IDC Training Facility. Beginners 
through Experts. Certifications & PADI, 
NAUI, SSI, NASDS referrals welcome. Dive 
packages & accommodations. 1-800-835- 
7718, 340-693-8999, www.divelowkey.com 


ADVENTURE RIDES INC. - Formerly High 
Country Travel Inc. Members of ASTA since 
1978. We are your complete service travel 
agency specializing in worldwide diving des- 
tinations whether your choice is resort div- 
ing or live-aboard diving. 800-749-6518, 
www.goadventurescubadiving.com 
EVERYWHERE WORTH DIVING IN THE 
CARIBBEAN! Fast, personal service. Complete 
dive vacations, eco/land tours, air too. 888-462- 
8875, www.CaribbeanDiveVacations.com 

REEF & RAINFOREST - Customized land- 
based & live-aboard dive & adventure trips 
worldwide. Let our experience be your guide. 
www. reefrainforest.com, 800-794-9767 


DIVE CRUISES - M/V Baruna Adventurer. 11 
D &6D liveaboard. The dream sites of In- 
donesia : Moyo-Komodo-Flores-Alor. 
www.komodo-divencruise.com, 
baruna@denpasar.wasantara.net.id 

M/Y AQUA ONE: 115ft. live-aboard, 16 paxs in 
8 cabins, A/C, private bathroom, nitrox, E-6 
cruises in Thailand, Burma, Andaman Islands 
in November-May, Komodo-Alor in Indonesia 
in June-October. www.dive-aquasports.com 
e-mail: aquaone@bigplanet.com, toll free 
1-888-996-2782 


INTRODUCING UNDERWATER Photo Greeting 
Cards. 3 each of 4 distinctive cards w/envelopes. 
U.S $10.95 + $2.00 S/H. Toll free: 877-270-4224. 
www.underwatergreetings.com Visa/MasterCard 
MARINE LIFE BOOKS - A complete library 
for divers - Identification, Behavior, CD- 
ROMS. Paul Humann & Ned DeLoach. 
www.fishid.com, 800-737-6558. 


DIVEGUIDE.COM - Book your scuba vaca- 
tion directly w/dive operators, resorts, live- 
aboard yachts & travel agents worldwide. 
Visit www.diveguide.com 

FREE LOGBOOK! - Log your dives & attach 
your pictures on www.diverecord.com, an 
interactive & easy-to-navigate personal log- 
book on the Internet. 


VIP YACHT CHARTERS (VIPYACHTS.com), 
40-60ft new/late model Sail/Power Yachts 
for bareboat or skippered charter in the 
U.S., British & Spanish Virgin Islands. Dive 
equipment available. For details e-mail char- 
ter@VIPYachts.com or call 866-VIP-Yachts 
(847 9224). 


OCTOBER 2003 issue deadline for copy and 
payment is JULY 18, 2003. 


sales@scubadiving.com, 
www.scubadiving.comsales/classifieds 
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PACIFIC MANTA RAY at the Boiler off San Benedicto Island, Islas Revillagigedos, 
Mexico. Photo by Chris Jaffe. 
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Digital! 


SeaLife’s new 2003 Digital Cameras offer 
LAND<¢:SEA® exposure modes for richer 
colors. NEW Quick Review function to 
preview your pictures. Easy One-Button 
Operation with Instant Delete. Rubber 
armored, rated to 200 feet. 
Expandable with all SeaLife® 
flashes and lenses. 
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we ll change the way you dive forever. 


CAYMAN AG' ’ 
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GRESS 
Eleven exotic destinations. Around- ny Op» 


the-clock-service. Fine accommodations. For nearly 20 years, Aggressor Fleet .. 
has been exceeding expectations by making every dive vacation as perfect 


————_— 
above water as it is below, Reserve your dive adventure today and join over 18,000 - = A 
divers who have discovered that a week aboard an Aggressor changes “g FLEET | 


The rethpoel in Live-Aboards® 


the way you dive forever. Aggressor cruises are a great deal— a ‘ ej 800.348. , 
seven-day excursions start at $1,295 p.p. Before booking, check out @ é ON -348- 628 





Re www.aggressor.com 


~~ 
UE Bs Aggressor Fleet is a franchise company. 


our web site for our many specials and diving videos. 


BAY ISLANDS - BELIZE - CAYMANS - Cocos ISLAND - Fidi > GALAPAGOS - Kona, HAWAI: PALAU - TAHHT! - TRUK, MICRONESIA - TurKS & Caicos 
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